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a

There is room, in the networked worLc, ror
anov€larchlngtheoryof art istcexper€ncerevs€d bypot i tcal
plact.e, and vice,ve|sa But thatt nor what yoLr tL find ir thts

The essays gathered here are aesthettc and inteLtectLrat attets
shockr, sirgularrcspons€s torhe a.celerated process of synemic
change that we dttempl to rame, tmperf€.tLy, wrh the word
"globalzation," and that we feelwe know intangibty, v a ourown
travels, the media and the nternet Lmpe ecr names, ntang
ble knowledge:th€se hav€ been good srarring po nrs. Fac€d w th
an onnaught of exlremely diffe€nr yet inescapably connected
events art exhib tions, stock-mdrker boonrr, potiticdtd€mon-

I  ia\"  d.1".  pr"d ad, I  a4 ro tora 6 r te
i  ddrd?!.pqre 

"sr  rp dC" portr  d dlo I  o r ; .

aspr ingboardforanalysi ! ,  nhopesof dircoverngn€wiornrsof
subp e.-d oL".r i /€"8"1 .4 ry"ot . , .1 a.  i  qre a
b€en invenled aLong th€ way

The i 6t three texts €merge dircctty from on tne debares;
takentog€ther, theyd€f ine thrs pec!Liarsryle o 'Nr lRAcloN

'x 
coNrEMpoR^Ry 

^ir 
deals with rwo very d fferent stdg ngs

of netwo*ed exchdnges, and ries !o a stinguish .n endor ng,
enDo^lr i rgb'  ro.  - - ! r . .  ont .or  o- oDpo.t  -nr  -  r  Fprd
sentation The second esay, o
s dn in t alatlemprb chaacrer ze both rhe hard irfrastructues
tiral lrnderLie the cornmun cat ons networks, and rhe ideotoges
that tegtimate and/or obf!scate rhem.The th rd, witrer unaei
the media cLouas_of a not so d stanr war, tdkes rhat ch.racteri
zat on a Jew steps furthea and us€s a conrcre exampte to specLr,

ce n|brro pd.L,a 
-81 "  t  ev"po

cally within th s n€wconrext The foLLowing essays continuethat
reiLecton from very d fferent angles, recompostngand dissotv-
ng the nnitltionaL and expe.lental frames of art, from ihe
mus€um to the uncerta nt es of v rtralenvironments ano rnen
to the naked protesr of pol ri.at demonst.arions.
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The ttle essay, HERocLYPHs oFrHE FUruiE' refer! dnectty

tolhephl losophyofJacquesRan. i i re whoseideasonthe'ole

o j r '  - -dpto o,o o- 'orror io

a.d nd€ed oldenrocrat icslblecnvl ty,  halebeen abtetovert

morethan on.e n thestfeels on the cover of thls book Lhope

r6 o.€|r l !  o. 'o|drd or loDo'  4 d ldpD-

!p5!ree of disrent may hold, f the b€91 of its metaphorlcaL

threads.re spu. out furthef and wovei mor€ liglrtty iito the

eal. Fof thet io h.pPen, the .lumsy simulacE of yen€rday\

uiop as, 
'erv€d 

!p today as an ncreasingtv r€'ogniz:b P and

systematic deology, mLrn be swePt o Lr t of the way havetrLed

io help do th.twllh an eslay on rHE FExruLE PERsoNAurYt lhe

mona€tal ledandsunarnedanaLyssint l rebook P€r l r i rp5i tyou

finish read ng t,you witlglmpse, f only bv antith€s 5 the subiect

that  occuP es me p.esent ly:  the hinory :na r ! t r re or rne

revotriroiary maginallo.

ARIAN HOLMES

rrc caiNrv 1 ....................... 50 ............



t
One of  the consequences of  the r ise of  nternet I  rhe
possib t ty to €n8ige n plbl  c d€batca on a w de raiSe of
sublects, . open b!t ofte. srr!.t!r€a fo.!ms rha! offer you
v,rrioLrs prolo.otr iof speat ngyolr m nd f-ar from ieltrahz ng
thc cxpfe$ on ol op r oi5, ihe .eig,r of thc v rtuat teems ro
sharp€. !he irppetite fof polem c.l exchang€, dhich nevirabLy
Di l  o."  o DiJ I  p l"  "

phlLosoph cdl  cof fee ho!se!,  a$ociat  o.s,  5em na.s,  pol i t l .aL
iormat ion5 The r l f€ct  rs to sh.ke Lrp th€ conscnsL5 or o!r
somnoLent so. enes ro lhe po nL vr'hef. the ma$ mea a a.d
leLev sioi f 6t.f.L . beg n to llorry iboL r torfS shares ofwhat
had been a.rpt  ve market lhe mea. then stJr t  to s muLare a.
nteract  on wh ch the r  condi t  onsofpodud on..a a nabl t ion
do not fcaLty.Llow, a.d a.onpler lo!n e,ner8es between
' l rad t  on. t 'chan.els ol  a nf  but  on and r fd-opendent acLo6 on
tire m:rg ns, who seek to delcLop fewir.h te.tLrre5 of debate
The afL worLd, tseLf div ded b€tweei wrt l  esrabL shed
d str  b! t  on syn€ms ana pa.t i .u lar ly nag iat  ve f r  .get ,
nat!raLly be.omes one ot the test ng groLr.ds ftrf thi5 LarEer
.onfrontat on prtt ng a l n.lof d rc.t demo.Ecyvr th. mofe
orL€*:.arch 5l spln agi nst e!e.y force that wo!ld seeI ro
.hann€l theetp.e$ ons,to r€nore the au(]  encc Et nB5and the

How€v€r t s ioL easy to give .rt nlc forfir t! pracr.es of
.onrr'run c.t or Yo! mayagre€ with NicoLas Bourriaud ,Llihen
re says tirat il.4lorionaisphd?... rs ,o on roddJ.uhar rndss
prctlrctianbds b p.tr itt otd ,nintrohsm .0r tsrl on.e that
observat on has been made, a k ind of  par:do! or fofnral
co. t rad ct ion a rEes, whi . l r  .o!  Ld be.aLled thel .wofvsblry
n nt€racl  !e af t  l t  rufs L te th s the more commln. i t ron
t i refe !  the L€$ t '5vs bLe Popafd min mattm d ni t  havethat
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E pfoblemi they .outd onLy engige with th€ world of.onsum€r

des re by pfodLrciig oble.tt, marked byvaiols aegr€es ot rony,

distance, sensuaLity or humor 8ut in networked art, whlch in

manycases 5 an eilafgea,genu neLy demat€iaLDen coiceptL.l

alsm the rnost int€r€nlngpart splayedout nlhe padlclpatlon

that the arlistic conc€pt makes possibte th." €fl€crlons ortraces

of the interplayatmost dlwiys pro!e disappolft ng,whetherrhey

ar€ ma55es of accumllat€d wnt ngof abstra.t sclremas that try

ro repti.at€ the patterns of ex.hang€ RePresentlngtherelations

often amoLrfts to a luggestive play of forms,where the practices

thenrsetves 8et ton i a m€t.phor tor the eye, €vacuat ng any

d rect exper ence And 50 Bourriaud 5 relat onat aenh€t.s

qujckly becomes.i aenhet cnatio. of comnrunication wh ch

hiaes the realnakes by rcnder ngthenr v s ble
The reat i t€sdre dear no rc la i ionaL'work nthegal lerescan

be as rad catly partlc patofy as the rettme !st, organ zed

cotlect vely out ofAnrsl€rdam ind olharc tl€s, or the eyebeam

torum, a three montlr exper m€.t Latiched n 1998 of the

in t  at  ve of  Jordan Crandal l  These are €ssent ia l ly  soclat

formdtions, whose archite.tlre 5 slccesfuLwhen ii d sappea6

oveftaken bythe paftc pat ion of the useE Buttheartst t  shafd

dCappeaB at the same t m€, in a slruclure ot debate wh.rr E

able to reaLize the utopias that otheE m€r€ly rePresent To lake

an extr€me c.re:  who woLrld say that Lhe th r ty some

revolutonary festivals spdrked afound th€ world on May 17 18

bythe Eng[sh groupRecla,mt eJt/eetsareari?Y€t|resedrre.t
act ons, haltuay between the te.hno movement and poLllcaL

prctest, have allihe eteme.ts of an entarged performanc€ art,

atong wlth a crcat ve or ev€n 'conceptual" ule of eLe.tronlc

.ommln cat ons Theres aLso a .efta n sociatetfectiven€ss to

uprislngs that reveiled a world wie oppostion to the ainlat

c-7 slmmii Enough to cdtch th€ eye of .iy seli_relpecting

dad.ist,lettrlst orsiuatoni!t, L'd say But fetativ€ly llttl€ n the

way of ptastic forms, noth ng to compare with AsgerJorn drd

Cuy Debord s farnolrs Na*ed Cty.  that  €xtraordinary
cartographlc r€pfesenlat ion of  the mobi l i ty  of  urban des re,
s!bt ded "/ll!it ation olthe hypathesi\ ofswitching zones n
psychogeagnphy" ltaw ra E ve form to the ar ft ng dynarn .s
oi ete.tronic commuf .ationl

A BLUR IN TH' TORfSI OF SICNS

Ihe eNhlb t on of lhe Lial ofPol Pot, .oord nated by Liam
Citlick d PhilippeParenoatthe MAcAsrN DE cRENoBTE lrom
D"- b48 aaSroana. l  ooor.pdrordLplp d '
chall€nge or at teast to m.ke a tttte a.tistic prof ! off the
breakdown of  the Legal  systenr,  wi lh the specta.ular t r ia ls
prollt€rat ng ii both Europe.ndth€ Un ted States The faltering
procedLrr€s oflunlce madone ofthe ptaces wh{e the .omm!
n cat ion so. ely ente6 ntocr iss lnextrc.bly mingl lng th€
d mensions of  prvat€ and p!bl lc,  fa.r  and op n on, lnd v id la l
moraLity ana coLLe.tive fepresentation To deiLwith th s crss
th€ artists.hoseto sh frroward rhemost d staitstory poss ble,
that of the forn-rer teadefofthe Khmer Rouge,who d €d ri the
Cambod ai l!ngLellst before h 5 tr alwas lo be coidlcted by
h s fomer followers But th s story, accordifg to the art5ts, s

Iteg bte" because it has Left no magesforthe'n€d a The besl
way to .pproach r  ar l is t lcal ly i5 th€refore to conn tute an
nternatlonal com m tt€e ofa dozen or to art sts and exh bit on
orcin ue6lthe 5!petu sors"lin orderto d€bate about th€ whole
th ng over enra l, and mlll ply the slbj€ct ve po nts of v ew
What takes form is a p s y c h o lo g.  a lp o r  t  r  a i t  of  the event n
fraSmented phras€s, prolected of the walt as a k nd of typo
gGph caldecor Colored spotlShrs ofvary.g intensit es the
only eLement thit couldn't be sent by fax of enrall" - slowly
sweep throlgh the exh b tion space,wh ch thevtitor,:rosses tike

%
02lAllthequotesarcfiomtheexhibition bbchureorthemlls;some have
seen tanslated I'om the ftench.

e
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apart from tlre ttle, the show! only reference to h storlcal
reat i ty ! thewora Khmer, 'haLf h dden nacorn€rOntheother
,da.8oord.a aod6or ' ,  r  r ,  p e d d d | .  d "  d iL d 8 "  \
in other words,of the impo$lb tity of fornr ng ir.y cl€ar op nion
oi  the s!bject  lhe. . laLl is i torm ght feelsho.kea bys! .h an
in.onsequent al treatment of one of Lhe blood €st €p sodes ot
\ "^ "  " i , r8, . .5".  ""r todh bF8o8

when the erh biton wall5 ar€ cov€red with phcses lke these
To thar d.egee DLIL iI tt. 

^ecessdrr 
ta judgp, the ellbcti*ne* aJ

rlppDtosed soh,ions ? Or belret yer 'Vi'ltut do I adE ah."t I h p

. ,Lp. ,J r t . iLs r  I ,d .p ," , tJot  
^ o 5d p. .  o o8 d

dr.  q o ot  h" ho^ ""  I  o b!  d . r r t !  br  -cr  po4
hes tat on.,4r uhorrDomeDr $iII it be necessary to stC ance
ogoii to en"soge o senes.l si^gutat/ bdstru.tiots dpplied./
sun,lta^eouslli to tlE JuIl set/ o/ ih.se non"q&e5hons... So do
we cofcLlde that ln th€ cornmuni.atlon soc €ty, any poss ble
judgm€itj!n d 55oLves nto random slblectivty?

lfrprobably more interes! ngto ex.m ne the arti.LLat on or
this reLationaL" project, as carr ed o!tby th€art !I-c!rators The
crux of the malter is there, in the o.gan zers treatment or tlre
differentv ewpo nts that mak€ !p the sed.ntic m.!er a I of th€

| "po\"  orLLr" q" . "p""d8, d b.  
'd. .ddb.

the prenige that now attaches to the figurc ofthe art st clrator
whosewark sthe.r lc!Latonof subjectv i t€s Bourr laudgives
an exptanaiion of th s development: 7he o.ttsts secA rDreF
Locutas, since tlv plblnt tu ndlns a tuthet unreol entilf. thef
andale the tnte oanar in rhe pt..luckan ptocess.

Herethe iolerlocutor-proaucers are a lm led cncl€ oi artists
andexh bi tor  erato6,refered toasthe superv sors" Bl t  how
€xactty are lhey incl!ded? Caziig at th€ anonymors phrases
scdttered over ihe wal ls,  th€ v ls Lor can onty answer,  by
kagm€ntauon. No d nlnct sp€aker emerges from th s verbal
r€m r And the obsetuat on s conftrnred by ihe poster offer€d

n9

.9

toth€ visltors:ag: nn:n orange backgrourd,in acc!mulal on :
of  super nrposen s€ntences prod!.es an i tL€gible btur Ihe E
o.-Dr o bo.t  . .4 d4r 'd\  .oD.e- 4 , f . , , / . ,n8aro,  i
ptapasatsna.terythe slpe9isors. 2

'oao 18o.. leoor.dD, "o"p",oeo \-arMichelde Z

Certeau called "the coritrtu tive ptincpLe al sa. ety ,.1 is na 9
oncdDo D oa .  rdraB. , .n a
be n€rtralzed by fragm€ntar on a.d bLurine Th:fs exictlywhat g
the m€dia hav€ exceLLed .t sinc€ the i98os nven gat ng ihe e
process, rciLectlng it, displaying it from ev€'t a ngLe, has paGdox i

o" l " r .  
r

to mair ta n th€n postors i i  lhe lnst l tur  ona I  market And so o

one s s.afteLysurprised, n an exhibit on that da rns ro oearw !n
debate : nd jldgment, when the results are f nally descf bed by
their autho6as a decorfor a televsed sce.e" n whkh the ac
torRobertDe Nirow Ltbe nvtedtoappearand erptd n eve
ryth ng" l  s i t theul tmateiroiy ior l !nan nvoLlnrdry rn mesis
oflh€ dominant m€d a?WhatevefyoLr answer,the artists have
clearly teft alLthe h erarch es n pL:ce, lk€ worthy nherror5 of
thefeignednnrggle!betweenpopandadvert is ng0.Thedestre
fora realdebat-" 5chann€l€d nro aenhetic forms ind reioLves
rfto ts oppo5ite. As serge Daney said n I99i, it the if. ugurat
moment oi BFNEnoN s shock vatr€ ads

I^ d pedatl uhen contrudi.hon 6 no Longet tlB.LnringJorce
o/ on:rlhinF lie com!rcmise formation. ueJlftDoun lo
FreudtaDs, .^r! becomtrg the ptin\ry lgute al socutt

03lMi.h.l de €edeau, ra pr6e depaldle [pAi 3: su I, re94h96sl, p. s0
0a lrhe link berween pop and th s thoroughly sehanlic, teLational, art
se.hsto be postmodern n.opoBrorinslancelheexhib rionand.ataLocue
eniitlad, .oin.iden tLy enough, a foren olsigrJ tio.a, rosaN.ds,lesel
o5l s.rge D.ney, 3db6 cherche eau de bain [ l,'r,bdhton, r/ro/9r;
tngL sh translalion, "8aby Se.kine Barhwater" tn Da.unenta Do.tnen6
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FRACTURE! AND IIES

5r tl yo! can avo d b€ ng part of the symptom Thafs what
Fareed Armaty showed wlth the exhiblt on Fromllo, presented
it wmE DE wrrH if Rotterdam lrom lanlary ,8 to lllarch ,l
r999. Llke anyad stwho seek5 to rev€aLor.onst tlte a network,
armaLy took the role of rxh b tion organnef, artic!lating the
prod!cl  on of  researcher5,  ar t  sts,  pot l t  caL a. l iv  sts ard
f Lmmakers, in an att€rnpt to (eale a cornptei carlogrdphy ot
the contemporary topos" tlrat s PaL€n ne Theartst cgoaLwas
to makevis blea w€bof lles Linkingado6 and nsttulionswhos€
work dealswith th€ pott icaland cul turals i tu. t ion of  a peopLe
ns de ts fractured tertory or atoig th-" faFft!ng path, of ex le

To estabtishth s cartography, the .d n began with on stone,
'th. snalle.t uni.t .J ldnd.scdpe, uhich lituks ta drchitecrurc atud.
aftet the decade of the Intfoda. io media .06 Ihe stone
und€Eoes a process of comp! ter analysrs,yl€ld nBan tregutar,
mesh Like slr!.t!re, part of which rs pfoje.ted n the form of
conv€€ ngand d verg ng tnes o.  the fLoor of the wrrrE DE wrrH
galler es P:|s ofthese\rhit€ lies serve to define cotor€a f elas
onthewaLl5 Llke the f  eLds of  po$ib Ltyth: tcan ar isebetwe€n
one or severatpeople, workingon lines that are not paralL€land
do not ne.esart meet fthe colored fietds are n-retaphors of
the d nant collaborat ons that provided the .ont€nts of the
exh bi l ion,  the lnes on rhe f loor retrace .  q!  !e d f ferent

Seography: they represent the L.by.inth ne paths th.t lnk rh€
Palen nlan ref !gee camp5 ana terr tor les across dr dlmos!
nconce vable tangLe of ntern.L bofders. n th 5 srrLrcture of
oblgatory passageways that d€term nes the poss bLe
movemenls ofthe Palestinians, the hubs a.€ mon often .lt es
lider vael control where th€ pe6on ln transitw llbe forb dden

Thus th€ stru. tLre of  consrra nt  t raced on the grouna is
meldphori.aLLy ov€rconre blt hafdly erased - byrh€ felds of
poss bi t ty op€n€d !p rhro!gh .ontemporary mears of
comm!n cat on The vi5 tor  move! thro!8h this complex
.epresentat  or  tke a k ind of  tv ing c!rsor,  paus ng over the
different works wh .h h s conscioLrsie$ w activale Here,
noth,ig s anony..ors Stephanie tane Abdalt.h ha5.:riei
out  a ser es ol  nt€rv ews wi lh Pdlesl  n ian women L v inS in
lord.nian refugee camps: yoLr hear rhe gr. i of th€ voices in
Alabic, wh Le read ng pasages i EngLish kannat on Aemen
Salman born n the N€therLands of palen nian pafen6, o€ars
w tress to his daily roLrnd throlgh his home c tyofVtaardifgei
Sytvie Fouet shows maps demonnrar ng a change n rh€
appLcation oidiscriminatory power,wh ch sexerc sed roday not

bod".b o o 
' ,  t to^ o pdop6.

goods ind n fomrat on Annelles Moors and stephen Wa.htin
c. i ry out a . r l  calethnogr iphy of  the w.y p. test in an5 are
represented oi  to!r  (  postcards,  f rom rhe i rv€nt on or
olo 08 "D ' ,  

ro 1"DeqI
or texG and r.aps, as welL.s a reg n€r ofweb s res neatingwith
PaL€st ne And abov€ aLL,thrce monilors altow one io view ,ome
thrty wolks by Paleniiian filmrnakeE, mon ofrhem previo!sly
rnavaiLabte to the Europ€a. publ .

fareedArmaty s €xhibii on s nor perfed ir every derait lt s
hard ro €njoy the .lrnon exctls vety griph c rreatmenr ot the
mag€s,d gestedand fhrlened by complter, som€t mes teiv ng
a.4.eo,.od t , "Dr .  . "  

tc4 dpo," fotr  .p"tnB
de. dtr .hp .d ,  .o.b d.or"444 .  o r .  ao-.b|e
wonren n reiugee camps, seems not to have funcr ored In a
generaLway the exh bilroi coutd have come nrore f!Lty ro tite,
throlgh an augmentat on and renewaLof the inforirat u,, ove,
time But r had the grcat mefrt of nor onty rendering v6 bte,
comptex intetue.v€ berween the work ofd fferefl indrva!a|',
but also of ifdicar ngthe geograph cdt, inn tut onal,dis.,pLrdry

z
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andpot i tcatcontextswhlchthese ndvduals nhabi t ,andwhich
make their work and coltaboral on possibLe.This human and
innitut onalarticulatlon,wh.h is an)th ng but r:ndom, Drom ses
the developnrent offuture intersect ons orcommon endeavo6
As lf to mark the possibLe passages from the v rtualto the real,
Lhe e h,b l ,o,  g"ve ,r .e ro pLbl '  dpbor"\  pdr i  L o r  'har o '
February 2, between €ight Pateninian filmmakers whose work
w.s preserted rr tlre space

For a moment, the network was woven ofwords tar from
resolv ng into a consensLrs, the d scLrssion of the future of
Palest  n an. inema,and lndeed of  the nat on i t  repesents, took
d verg ng paths ln d scordanrvo ces, osc Llating between the catts
for cont nuing nruggte on the groLrnd and th€ contrary
peEpect ive of  a postnat onal ldent i ty,  detached from the
aspiiat on to terr tor alconnolafter the fail!res ofOslo and the
Palenin an Author i ty.  On at ts ides there was a search ior
open ngs, for vable fract!res, for figures of suryvat Refl€ci ng
back on this soldarity n difference, recall the philosopher

lacques Ranciare and hrs analyr s of lh€ way that a polillcat
s! bject emerged in rhe rccent pasr The politicttL sLbjech"iar ti.n
olihe'ptuletdid ...A^otdlbmal .ulture, d callectve ethas

Sreetr eaice. Ta the cantnry. i.t ptesuppases a multipli.civ oJ

ftactutes separuti,ng the ua+ing bad.i.es fron theit ethos ond.

from tlv aaicethat is suppBedto etpr*i,ts spi,ft. amvLripLici,ly
af speech eeentr, i.e. si^gutv expenences o[ hligatton orer
speech and,,oice. oeer the d.i,ision and. sllanng af ttv *1xibL.a1

lf we mlst seek new paths to polilical str bjecthood n today 5
era of globalinteractlon, then the soldarty and d $ens on of
this Palestinian debate,llketh€ comptex ed culatlon attempted
by tareed Armatyt exhiblt on, can olfer an example Not
n€.e$ar lyto fotlow but to adm re and go beyond

-

;

t

07 llacqu€s Ranciare,raMcrente,h lhirs: 6ArtlE, 1995l.



Transnatioral corporatrons - TNcs ar" h"
boSe) '  p o Sobd dedn\ l5aydb,ragod o- L.F ol lec-.

as roving pon-rnechan calmonsre6, outftted w th fantasucatty
cornptex electronic s€nso6 and vicio!s irilatenlb€lns, driven
by an erdless app€t te forthe conversion of €rources, laDor, dfl!
consurn€rdesie lnto profit for a few There s some truih in that
image Eutthepowerof transnatonatc.pitatisinseparabLefrcm
the capitat'S" ofsubjeclive agen.y, expr€ssed in sociat, cutt!rat,
d ld pol  'dL".rdgewh,.h w5) dlL" od \5rxc,
relat on to what you might c all 1Ncs: transnational civll society.

Let s nart w th the bogeyman t became apparcnt in the 6os
that Pivate corpordtions were taklng ovffthe technoLogical and
organizational capacit €l developed nltially nWo dWar | :the
coordi iated nd!str ia l  prod!ct ion,  t ransportar ion,  commu-
nicatibn, nfomrat on analysis, and propaganda required for
mLrlti-theater wa are Corporations s!ch as Standard OiL or rBM,
operating through subsid ary companies n every nauon which
d d not atlow dlreci penetration, were prolections of a lmosily
Amerlc.nl nril tdry indlstrlal comptex into both rhe developed
and the undeveLoped wo d, as part of the gLobe,grdlng cold
War rtrategy Yet dtready n th€ 605 these nrult natlonaL"
enterpr ses were achieving a'rtonomy f rom rheir home bases, for
lnstance ihrough the creat io.  by Br i t ish f inaic ie6 ot  rhe
ELrrodoltar,a way to keep prof ts offshore, olr ofth€ nationaltax
Lo el lo s _a_as or r  roo .  au.1 u 6.p

ln the nrld'/os afterthe first oitshock, whei the mass ve capttal
tfansiers to the opEc couftries were channeted by inveirive
Wen€ri bankers into the new, statel€ss . rc!its of financial
exchange.Thafs about th€ t ime when the new syst€m of
Irar\  rdr io-a _aDi . ls l  b"8" 

'  
ro e.  erge 4 _h t"  ro 

"p "  o
the nat ional ly based Fordlst ,Keynesian paradigm oi  Labor-
intensve ndustrial prodlction complemented by socatzed
welfae progl.ms.Ihe lmmed ete cause for the cotlapse wes rhe
inftation brought on by the poticies of st mula!lngconsumption

o
s
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thro!ghpubl icsp€ndlngibrt thed!rablefactorprohibi t ingany
ret!rn to the postwar sociaL contract was the .ompetit ve
pressure oiwhat is now known as tlexibl€ accumLrl.ton, based
on geographically d spe6€dyet hiShtcoordinat€d lu5r-in-t me"
p.odlcton, ch€ap wortd w de d str bution throrgh contai.€r
transpo.t systems, and the complex management, marketing,
and Jinancing made possibte bytelecommun cations The flexlble
pfod!.lon system aLlowed therNcs lo avo d the.on.entrated
masses orworkers on whi.h rnion pow€rdependsiand so much
of lLp obo pg'  orro bLl  Lp.  .er  6 l rFo Dcpo io \d

sid€nepped or abol5hea At the same time, new technologies
ior f  narc dl  speculat  on p!sh€d leveLs of  cornpet l t  on ever

gl*d d J | { '8g"droLe4p ort  !pro.
m:rgnstharco!Ld b€ realzed on rhe money mdrk€rs With the
d€mis€ oi  th€ 5ov et  Un on and th€ n€ar ly s imrl tan€ous
r€sol l t ion ot  the c^rr  n€gol  at ions,  etminat lnS atmost .L l
bariers to lnternatlonaltrade, the world nage was cLear€a for
the activ ties of the leai and mean corporations.The fivots of
Lrnpreced€ntedty mobiLe enterpr ses wortd now have to be
courted byweakened nationaL governrnents, wh ch ncfeas ngly
b€gan torpp€aras no more than €t€cltive comnritteel servrg
t l - re f€eds of  the t ransnat iona[s and rhe r i rcs grew
trernendously, w th sp€ctacuLar merSers that havent stopped:
witness BP/Amocoin o L, Daimler Benz/Chryder n auto manr
factur rg, Morgan Stanley/Dean Whitter n rvenment banking,
or the proposed Oneworld al tance lhai  wouLd group n ne
lnterfat oratcdtr€rs around the two g ants, BritishAirwaysand

Th s thumbfajlsketch ofeconorn c gtobalzai oi coutd go on
and on, is it does in an nrcdibl€ nream of re.ent books and
art ic les f rom al l  schools ol  €conom cs ani  a l l f requencie!ofrhe
pot i tcalspe.trum BrtwhattgeneraLly lef tourof  thehyp€.cr i t
i.aL, iLa.m st d scours€ that personally lird most compelling,
is som€ theoreti.aL .ons neratlon of th€ roles played by the in

o
I

[ ;
d vdual ,  human hubs of theworld network me:n ur, the net
worke|s, the peopL€ whose tabor ictuaLly ma nta ns the gtobaL
e.onom c webs, and whote curosty.nd energy s sucked up
intoth€ tantalz ingeffort to understandrhem and use them for
o'  or ,  "  d\  |  

^  
g ' r ror  "bo,d d"f""L"pio

e d d dor joolrr  6 po

ceberg Whafs fascirat ngto se€ s the emergence on a soc o
logicaL level ot someth ng Like a clats orcatte alnetwatkers, peo.

that nrak€ up the global e.onomy, who p.rt cipate afd ro som€
aegr€e prof t irom those.onnect ons,who suffefirom them too,
and wlro arc beginn ngto recogn ze the r own experience as parr
ot a Larg€r pattern The ma55 ficdtion of nternet .ccess n rh€
last few years, only5lice !h€ €a y 9os, has f nattygrven thrs roc at
,o n "  on . ld"  -er  ' r '  dd ,  ot  . ip.  ,o-  B.  p."  er
th s expanded access to worLd w de comrn u n cat ons hds maa€
it pretty mrch mposs ble togo on finger rg. rinycorponte elte
as the sote solrces and ag€nls ofthe globaldonr nation of cap
ital We are now too[ ng !t and sharing in a mu.h larger phe
nomenon:th€ const l tLr ton ofa t ransnat ionat c v i l  so. iety wih
som€thing akln 10, brt d fferent Irom, the complexry, powe6,
and n t  e r  n a l .  o n t  r  i  d ic t  o n s thar charaderzed, end st t lLchara.
terize,the nationally based civ I soc eties

C viL soci€ty w.s ln i t  d l ly  def nea, in rhe Enl ightenmenl
tlad tlon, as the voluntary soc al ret.tions that dev€lop and
fLnction oulslde the institltors ofstate power Tocquevitles
observationr on th€ importance ofsu.h voLuirary nitativesfor
rh" oL" o 'o d-1,coo1 |

€st ib lshed ai  endur ng place for them n rhe rheo.tes oi
detrrocracy The idea receilly got a lot of n€w press and some
new philosoph calconsiderat on w th the upsurge ofditt dence
nthe Sovlet U n io n a n d t h e o t h € I e a n - b lo c c o u n r r ie s n the /0s
andSosiandatth€samerime aslheneolberalc l r iqueornate
bureaucrdcy r€sulted in the dismantUng ofwellare f!nc! ons and



= the d€.ay of  publ ic €ducat on synems the nol  on ol  sel f
motivated, s€Lf organ z ng so.alactivities dnected toward lhe
common good became someth ng ot a Creal Wh te Hop€ in the
weslern so.iet es so-calLed .on Sovernment.l organtat ois

ojaIenb" p" d h" o Flo.  of . .  o,4), , 'Le pa"

of lransiatlona I ftows Nowadays, wth the environmentaland
labor abuse5 ofrN<s becominggtaringly v oLert and sylt€matic,
and with th€ r c!ltLr€L nfluence bdLLooning through th€ | sway
o.p Lo-odio d o o,plop6 o co.d e4o o8d

ntations ire !nde6taidabLy keen on promot ng a notlon or
global  cv I  soc ety as a network of  char i tabLe hur i ran 1:ran
projects and poLitlcat prcssure gro!ps operat ng olts de the
precincl  of .ofporule power lwi th at tempts to dev€lop
ntt  tut ionat agen.y focuslng nronly aro!nd the uNl

sympath z€ with the inrenr on, bl t  sr i lL l 'd lkero po nr ol t lhar
the nd vidual rghts and the free €xchang€ of iiformaton on
\ l  h 8ob" o 'Fra.Dpd o6cL o dp o, .

elements of  capi ta lst  ex.hange !nd accumulai lon Th€
lntern; t  o ia lD:1on of  law:nd the f !ndamentalaemand of
'transpalency," e f!lliiformatondis.tos!reabo!tattcotlectve
und€rtak ngs, are anrong the great demands of  lhe rNcs'
finan.iaLmarageE Totheextentthat it wanls to partlc pate in
c.p taLst €rchai8e, even a regime as repre$ive as that ofCh na
fof  exanrpLe, has 10 op€n !p more and.nore c l rcui ls oi
infom.t on flow, and so t pays the r .e of higher rrut ny, both
inlernal  a id ext€rnal ,  on matters of  nd v idLral  r ights and
freedoms The whoLe ambiguity of captaLiern n ls concfete,
h stor cal evolltio., is to comb ne tremendols d rective pow€r
over the coLrse and .ontent of  human exper ence wlth a
nru.t!raLty ne.e$ary spa.e for the development ot indivdlat
artononry, and thls for poltlcal o€anizing Th€ netwo(€6,
those whose bod e5 form hubs n th€ global informat on flow,
and who thefefore.an participate in an entarged cvilsociely,
.re sr bject to that amb gu ity Which mean! pragmaticatly, that

r t -oF,oa-soro lNc l€rent. .aa."  
-d.o h"po*D I  j

for ary democratc governance by a transrat onal c vll soc €ty. ;
As cramsci  made.tear long ago, cv lsociety s always i

f t laaa"-ra,r ,Dor " .e.  o.Lt .pno.a.o otq" "o "  9
pr€ssur€s and abuses of capitalist accum!la! on lhe spe. f. :
foms.nd €ffects of cv Lsociety are determi.€d by d complex ?
cu{turaLrnood,a sh ftlng, partially Lriconsc oLrs consensus about e
whowillbe exploited.l work and how aborrwhoee lfrellg€rce :
and emotlons will be brutal zed by whi.h commerc al med a, aid ::
when and wh€€ and how, about whose land w ll be polllred, d

and with wh.t - and, ofco!6e,ibo!twhose
Land wi lL j !st  ge!  s!bLrrban z€d o.  lef t
t lagcaLty und€veloped, dbou! who w l {  be
able to ref n€ the r iiteLlgence and emot ons
and n wh ch ways, about who nrust work
and who gets lo work and who no longer
'needi ' to work,  who j ln gets lef t  on the
s deLines Thls Crams.i, wit ng n th€ 2os
and 3os, had a som€what laundi .ed v ewol
r€aLty exst ng civ Lso.iety Fle conceved t
at the pimary Locus of po{tlcatnru8gte in

the advan.ed.ap tals! soc eties, brt h€ also saw itisa dn€dive,
l€gtimating cLrltural s!pe6tructure, generatly engaged ln the
just  f ical lof  of  br ! t .Ldom natontand he r€cal ted the v oLence
of petty b!reaucftts and cl€€yman if rh€ ltalan countrysde,
k€eping the subm sve dass€s n line cramsci! key.oncept
0f  hegemony expr€sres both the role of  th s legi t imat ng
function of civ lsocety n mi ntaining aom nan.e ana also its
potential mobil ty, ils capac ty to eff€( a redlstr blt on of power
in so.iety think that the emerge.ce of the tran5natio.al cLass
ot netwo(ers,  opeGting a5 a s gn f icant m ror ry n most
countres, s effectivet sh fringthe art culdt o. of polt catpower
in aLt the wo d s nat ions' l l  t ry to d€scibe how with l !n a few
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Consider the Ljnit€d states, the colntry thdt laLrnched the
Internet,  where an import int  f ract ion of  the pop!Lat on s
€xtracling new wealth out of what Robert Reich termed the
globaL webs'of  mLrl t  -paf tner ndustr iaL,  commercial ,  and

financiaLventures, where mary people noi d rectly ivotved as
operatve nodes n such webs are st llvery conscous of them
b€cause theyhav€ theksav ngsorr€t rement f!nds nvested if
gtobatfnancalmdrkets {ds alrnost hal f  ofAnr€rcans now dol ,
and f nalLy, where tong Lists of Ncos and alternative cornrn!-
n cation networks are based, many of them wth roots n the
idealstic socal reio.m movem€its of the 6os and 7os.Th s s
aLso a co!nrry where the teast weatthy40% ofrhe populauon
has act !aLLy s€en th€ir  wages go down and the r  working
.ond tions deter orate overthe tast tw€ntyy€a6,where chron c
soc al  excL'rs ion has be.ome highly v s ib le n the tofms of
honelessie$ and renewed racialvlol€nce, and where, lan but
not tean, a very pow€dLr t Ch istian Coatition hds eme€ed to
rel€ct almost €very k nd ofconscorsness change attendant on
th€ recogn t on of c!lt!raL aivel9 ty To marshal a wo.kabLe
pott cdlconsensus olt of srch ift-onse d v s ons,Ctinton-Cor€
had to s multaneolsty plsh even harder toward the flex bilz€d
informaton ecoiomy than the r Republican predec€ssors haa
done, while makifg [and then break ngl lots or prom]ses to
rentucture the colntry! wetfare sefely net, mainra ninga h gh
prctile ntematonaLh!man'rghrs discours€ lfor insiance w th
resp€ct to Ch nal, and comb ning talkaboLrt environmentalsm
w th a hip aid tolecnt nyte to woo:llrhe lormer 6os radicals
whose capacty for cultuftl and te.hnologc.l innova!on hrels
so m.nygrowth markets continr n8 economic groMh has, of
coLrrse, been the only thing to rend€r thlsjrggtirg act poss ble,
mak ng the strde.t  neolbefalcr i tqre of  the Republcan aghr
s€em red!ndant -and torc ngthe RepubLicans lnto even gre.rer
dependerc€ on the extreme I ghr, as deflned.nd prosecuted by
tlre moralorder of Chr stian furddm€nralism

E!ropeans tend to look on m€d a drlven A.lreican poltics
withconsterratonandapowerfuLwLLtodenyanyresemblance
to.5e. |  .d o,  Brr , 'TonyBlair"r joJ(
sonruchprest ig€lnlherestof  theEUrghtnow i t  sbecalseor
New Labouls abitity tojrggle the contradlct ons ofan un€venly
globalz€d soc €ty,  sor iewhat as c l inton has done. The
hegenroi c formula refle.led by New Labourseems to be a f!n,
flex ble tifestyle,good forstimulaiing consumpt on,a fa5t-paced
manageriat discipline to keep up wth gtobal comp€tit on, ard
a center le posl of that shows a Lot of sympathy for caslal
workeB and the unemptoyed while es.hewiig any ge.!inely
soc alst polc es of mark€t regulatlon and renri.ting the (ate!

role to that of a promoter" lslair! word] How€v€r, th€re arc
of ind cat ons that th s fomula, tantalz ngas it s, w llnor reatty
wol,n hF -rol  . ,oD- I  l "  br . l "aDlor , " ,  cd)€.
st llret cent to d smande the rema ns of itsweLfirc syst€ms The
v€ryinterestingrcsur8enceof supportforstate nterventionsm
and €conomic €SLrlat on in Fnnce B one such lnd.ation A more
disquietings gn s the rse oi poputist ieofa( st part,os, not only
i r  Erd .e.  

^h€ 
e I  p N^_ o\ar FRoNr , i ror '  rgd.  \

irondlrl8me lgloba I sml, blt ilso n arnr a, taty, B€tg um, a.d
NoMay These betoken malor resistanc€ to the neoliberalpath
I l  at  L\e L.  oppd o,  o 10,6.  1 d,-  J ,oro d d

taken !ndef the econom c leadeEh p of the Errdesbdrl lhe
compromise format on between. t ransnat onalel i le 5!b-
ordinaung€v€ryth ngto ts pivlleges and an exduded popular
.a. .oor i lg o dI i r '  Ido dd, ob6 56. op6-

goat ng of poorer immiSrants. The s ght of two imm gration
officels savagety beatinganAtucan in a tlansitcorridor of Sch pol
aPort has stlck i my m nd as in ilL too pos5 ble futlrr€ for

heoo," . . r \d1r1 d!dlorro.o i .  o ip d o -rope
are tkely to fd l ter  drd distort  rath€r than break !nder the
pr€ssure of  the spl l t  introdrc€d by ihe t ransnat ionat dass
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H€Semonic dissoluton occ!rs when a majorty of a colnrry's
or region\ people can no longer dentfy lhemseLves with any
aspe.t ot the lnstitut onalsrru.ture that purports ro govern
thern.  A case r  point  s Alger ia.  Here we see the stead ly
increaslng nabi l ty ot  a re.ent ly urbanized and reLar ively
€dr.at€d populatlon to ident fy wlth a governmenr that no
long€r even remotely represenrs a poss bi l ry ro share the
benefils of industialgfoMh - because there hasnt been any for
the past twenty year5 the gov€rnrnent s now a. olgarchy
drawng ts rev€nles f ronr rNcs n ihe f  e lds of  resoLrrc€-
€xtract  on and consu.ner-produd d str ibu! ion For many
Algerians who have lefttheirformefvitlage envirorment but can
no longefgel !job or use their edr.arion,the only ideologyrhat
c;n render a regresion to pre ndustr iaL tv ing cond t ions
tolenbL€ is not democracy, but ls lam. fundamenraLtsnr.  t f
transnat onaL capitaL cont nues to exptoit the new lnternationat
space which ir has [de]regutated for its convenience,witholt any
.onsiderat ioniorthedal ly lvesof hug€numbersof people,such
vol€nl react ons ofrelect on are nevitableand wilLspread The
curenrcrs softh€ globalfinanc dlsyst€m salltoo lkelyro futf I

Paradox calty, t s th€ gLobal f narc at meltdown Jof l ee7 981
that may offer th€ fnn real.hance fortransnationalc v lsociery
to have a sign ticant impact on wofLd polit cs Not because
nelworke6 w l l  have any d re.r  nf luence on th€ few
trarsndtional innitut ons thar do exist:onty rh€ rchen st.tes
and the Lobb es ofthevery Larg€ corporarions can swayrh€ rHr,
orcD, and wror and desp te aLl the nroaasmadebynon
governmenta L o€an zations,the uN s only realty effective as a
k nd of mega forlm fordebate But in the context ofa wo d-
wrae ecoromic cr  s ls,  networke6 may be able to use an
unde6!and ng acquired by dir€cl  padlc ipat ion n globat
nformat on f lows to €f fect ively cr  t  c ize the tnni tu l ion5,
d€ologes,ana economicpoliciesof th€irowncountres Inolner

words, transnationdl c vil society may find ways to Link back up
with the nationaLciv lsoc et es Th€re ls ateady ar example of
networked resistance to econonric globalizarion rhat has
op€€ted in just  th is way the mobi l izai ton aga nst  the

N rNvEsfxcNrs Th s rhratbelaL
trcaty aims not at harmoniz nEbfi at honagenizing the I.+aI
environmentfortransnationaL nvestment two!td prchibtany
differcntial treatment of investors, rh!r mak ng ir impossible lor

Sovernments to encourage locaLLy generated econom c
development twoutdallow nvenors to sre governments in any
case where new environmental, labor, or cuhuraL policies entaited
p.ol l t  losses Ann j ts rol lba.k provis on would f !nct  on to
gradualLy eLim nat€ the tes€rvattons" that nd v duaL nates
might initiaLty impose Negollatons on the H^r began secretly
in i995 amongthe 29 memberslat€s ofthe oRc^Nrzalor{ Foi

oEvEroPiENr, and m ght.ct!aLLy
have been concluded ln April r998 had the drafr texr or rne
trcarynotbeen obtainedand made pLrbt ic, f  6t  byposr ingt ton
the nternet lsee the Pubtic Citizen sire, at wwwcitizen.orgl
This ptus the resuLtani  press coverage brought cascading
oppositon trom arouid the world, lndrding a joinl natemenr
addressed to the oEcD and natioralgovenments by 56o Naos.
The resu h was that nrembetsstat€s w€re forced nro queslton ng
certalnaspectsol thetreatyand negotatonswereiempoGri ly
suspended, though not def nitvely ddjo!rned.

Detailed informaton on the MAr can be obtd ned over the
Intern€t,  for  nstanc€ fronr rhe N^rroNAL cENrrr  FoR
su31^rNA.r l r ry in canada lwww is landnet.com/-ncf  s/
maisit€/l lhe dlffrson ofthis inforrnaton rematns important
at the date lam wrt ing [S€ptember 1998],  as Iur ther regor ia
tions are upcorn ng Oppor€nts say thar lke D6cuLa, lhe H^l
cannoi sland the Light ofday.Whar f nd pedicula y i.teresr
ing in thi5 context is th€ wdy lh€ anete of rhe idytghr differs
across lhe worLd. Canddian activists, havirg seen the r locatir
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andtor no otherend than accumuLation tsetf, s insane
anhuman. But even if rhe c!rrent financialcrsis is dtrros

in to reinforce dnd ext€nd thar convict on, sril it wi have
political eff€ct !ntiL translated tnto more iangibte is5ues,

singLe, ovefdding value of .apilalist acclmutation by d, y

an insutltiondLenvtrorment th.t s stitL permeabt€ to
whose only pow€r les in th€k intelLigence, irnaginaton,

Focess ottransnatonal capitaL circLrlaton thatstructures
rx.s.The onq desrrable g lo b a Lg o v e r n a n c e w I come rrom
endGss harmonizaton of endlessly negoriared.locatd fieF

lhave €voked the position ofnetworkers as hrman huu5 trl
globaL information flowWhat arc the impljcations ofthat

specifi. concems there is no doubt a broad conviction rhar

on? ln his thr€e,voL!me study ol The tnt'ornatian Ase,

ana organlzing skills L ke it or not,that environment
stillprimarity to be found in the nation, and not in some hy

Onewo./d consciousness wh ch r! ra.tamoLnr to
t l^a_ l  r  d r  s l  a rro r  J c '  v , ,  o (  ie t  )  |  daveloped o.rr !  own

ke,would Drobdbly -d rp d -o.1oge Fors.rcdoc.acrd.

Manuet cast€lb gives the folowing defin rion ?

auEsEc FuruMirr PRorEf lP

stitutions weakened by x^Fra, are extremely concemed wth

Preserurng nat onal sovereignty. consumer .dvocates and env ,
ronmentaLists were abLe to exert the strongest nfluenceonrhe
US Congress. n France, the threat to governrnenr sLrbsidy of
French-tangrage audlov sLratproiuction tipped the batance ot
lnnignation. Ncos in dev€loping countreswhich may be inc ted
to joln the tre.ty irnmediatety polnted to the aangeK of exces
sivespec!Lauon by outs de investon. Underlyingthese and many

is a set ol intetconnected. nod,4. A nade is rhe point at
a tupeinteftecB irself. Ihis defin tion is either fatalist c

provocative. Fatalistic ifit defines the netwo* of infomdtion
as an ennrely a!tonomous system, interunked onLy to

in a srn.rL p o ' rc.J\  ,e p.ot .hcr 01. B.t  p ovo.arN€ i .
h€lps push the hLrman hubr io assert the r autonomy by

seekng.onnections outside the rcc!rsive feedback sysrem. Can
we hope th.t a redirecrion of prorities wil arise from rhe
aberrant spectacle of f nanctal short c rcu t ng and resuLrant
material penury in a world whose prcductive capaciries are 50
obviousty irnmense? | suspect rhat in the ned. funrre at tean
some Prog.ess towdrd th€ reorentation of rh€ world economy
is likely, pafticLrlart in the Europe.n Union wherethe tuotrren6
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of tiansnat onal democr.t c nst tLtions do ex st Even in the U5,
reildoubt may grow aboll lh€ s!st. nabilty of the spe.utatrve
m:tut ir wh ch to many hav€ invest€a In th s co.text there
may be a chance for:ctivns to talk potiticaLeconomics \rih
the faf targer nunrbeA of networkeG who formerly had ears only
fortheneolberaLconsensls Bl tareaLchangeinthehegemony
willnot come aboul wtho!t an expansio. of rhe magic c rcte
of empowerment to people and pf orit es which have b€€n
rnargnatizea and€xcluded There is a tremendous ne€d rlght now
to spend some t me away from computeE and out ofa rPorts,
not to ideotogz€ peopte in the natonalc iv Lsociet ies brt just
to find out what matters to them, and to dscov€r otlrer Levels
of experience that.an f€ed one's own capacites for empathy
and lmagi.at ion Such exper ience can heLp requat i iy  t l re
rransn.ronalnerworks.  n th 5 resp€c! cont i . !€ toth nkthere
has been someth ng comp€lling ln the zapatista electronic
nsLrrgency,despit€ th€ a!rd of exotc sm t s oftef r€duced to
\o o-JLo _b4",  

" . rd l  
fo " , ,  |  8 l l "  "8"-oni

baLance in r,lex.dn c v tsoc ety by gvlng lnc€nsor€d vo ce to
th€ demand for greater d€mocracy. Not only has it been abLe
to mob Lz€ slpport from faFftlng fauone at a timewhen 'Thnd
Wortd sm was becomlng a term of nsutt and disda n. Blt in
addit on to these considerabl€ accompl shm€nts it has been able
to infu5e the globat network with nor es and images of th€
Lacandon foren, €vokingexp€rences oftime, place, ard human
soLidarlty that seem to have been ban shed lromtheacceleraung
synem of abnG.t exchang€s The th ng is nor to romantcize
such nor ies and imag€5, b! t  to took innead for th€ reat
resoianc€s they .an have I one s own ruiio!ndings CalL it
t€ nsnat onal culturc sharing, f yo! lk€

a

:



What are the powers of  ar t  n the face of  ofgai  zed
vioLence?orTheanswercanonly le ntheplblcsencolr terwirh
the aftworks, in the emo!ons rhey reLeas€, the rea.!ois rhey
provok€,thedialogues th€y foster The.rtic and rhe c!ratorofte.
ftames forthat encounter,the f rst if the m nd! eye, rh€ second
in the space of  exhibi i  on Today, i f  we want rhe arr ist ic
exper€nce !o conrr blte to any kifd of pol ricat conlronrar oi
withthe sorr.es of v ol€ nce, we have ro r.dicalty.hanee rhose
frames And that rneans measrr ngrh€ deprhind the h srorcal
nature oi the curfent confLcts in the world

RANCE TINDER AND TARGET

Ihe Kosov@ wafwas ircred bly aiv s ve Th€ lefr orwh.tever's
left of it - hai tremeidors d fficulty i €ven iert fy ng the
aggresso|s Everykind of.onfuson made r ntoth€ med a from
compLete dscLrlpation of the Mitoievl( regme in ih€ name of
ant i lmp€ratsm, to unq!al f  ed s!pport  for  US Seopotr ic iL
sraroEJ o h d aia 8o a.  s lavojz i rek .11"c .p
'The supporte* al the bambng ndle then stantJ, .n
d,epaliticizetl. hunan rights.'lhet opponenrs d6.ntte lielos,
yugaslaeion u6 a$ on etlni. srtuggl. n uni.h dtt sides d/"
equally guihy. But both sides niss tlv pol.ttir:at assence af the
post yugastaeiai conlllct .r' For Zizek, the r,"et issle wis th€
polit calstnrggle between two a fferent !nd€rstand ngs of rhe
state: tlr€ pr€ ww conc€pr of YlSoslavia as an €.r ty hetd
together by the ll-reer power of serbian hegemony,.nd Titos
moreconrpLex conception oiYlgonavia as a f€dectior, wr o\e
rLrtes induned lhe right for ts menbeE ro secede.

!

;

0l lThequenlon was raked durin8 sumner 1999 nrhe Untonofthe
Ina8inary" or voi hternetforumon cuLtural practke and War, Ct rhe
liitial stat€ment ai <wwv.blast oB/agenc ei/index.html>
02 lThe quote is from a te\-t posted on the vor torun - apparentLyan
lnitial d6lt ol Nato at the Left Hand af codT/NAro kao tjjeva ruka Boga?
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and 8en€nl quot.d subaquentlY.

By framing the conftict ln constiiutionat terms Ziiek insists

we give piority back to potitlcalrelations Thatappealgoes iar

beyond th€ Balkans. lt speak drrectty to culturaL Producers today,

whose work has no room to exist  wi th in the s imPtl fy ing

opposiiion between bloodthilsty ethnlcty and surgrcar numa'

nitarianism.The notlon that grcup ldentlties are tundarnentalty

pathotogrcal acts to d squativaiywofk on culture as a symbollc

space for the develoPment ofsoldariues Buttheassociation or

humanism with hjgh' tech lntervent lonism has an equal ly

Considerth€testimonyof the new media artistAr.sO4un,

who wdtes in a text calted '8 anb s Eye' thar 's.eiw itself hds

becor/,e an act ofo{gftssion. The Phrase was borrow€d frcm the

Cerman witer Emst J0nger, who theoized the subiectivlty oi

industrialwarlhe feetingcame home to Ozgun one nightwhile

watching news reports on the web The headLine wa! abo'rt

bombs on Belg|ade:
Vhar Jolloved Das an i"noge filing my conputer sme

afierl clicked oturhelituh h woaldhs\ Jron acafutuplaced

ituftont of dbornb jwtbehre ithrt irsturget lntheblackand'

uhi'te, gainx,Iou'rcsoliuiion sigh olrl&bonb thffi was d

bdd,geDl\ich canebiSger a dbigget and then suddetutr

disoppe dte d, into bla.*t'es s.r1

Ozgun had been to Betglade, he had photogaphed that

brldge himselt He wat pari ofa group workingto devetop the

emancipatory Potenilal of the new visual technoL€es Btt vfiat

he saw on the screen was an uPdated version of the'cold

consclousness" that l0nger had al@dy experience! asa sotEer

in ww r. For Otgun a(wel. l n a Dholographi. conscioJ(ress

'embod,ied,nr one s abilirytu see owself as an imoge' I\tseas

the ability $ant€d by the bombs €ye The prcmise ofte'hno

03 lrext Dosted on the vn forun - like th@ or the Amencan 
'oroner

emalcipatio see'ned to bF (hatre.e.: V? vr. b? ?n.
d,efeeted, in ow imdglnation, he wrcte

AIasOrgun t tew.rdemd-deddorestror -Sotevef-
he w.s most deepq involved in.That'san ethical position.

pu6ue thi! exdm .ano- of rhe bonbj eye lrew Jordan
has published an essay on :4rmed yito4'with essen

aboutthe kind of subject configured by advanced mili-

individuall capacities, not only nteltigence and qu ck re-

technotoB/. Far from be ng puply instrumental,such te.h

'.qThe construction ofthe perfecr enemyassures that atl

shapesourperception,it helpstolomatacognitio that
co^tlu.iep to thc d?monds ol ils olgon rh ms. -t-ere sa-

of dEta..1g berw.Fn rhe ra.gFrad vrcnn dnd lne Ina,
alon the othef side of the range finder,who isprorecred,

idd hind, ol abfuscatorrptopb:lactic as a nechanisn
eannoli relationto a estetiot dawrprod.ucedJorthat pu.

o

6
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bul n otal oJd n es h^F ldepenaerLe, se.f-.F(pect, ana
can be mobilized w thin the fomars of aggression sys

As CoL Ch.rles M.W€stenhoff o- rna US A . I oa " wru-e
a tod posted on the vorl foru-r:'Themost ptized, ntamry
nt of dtrpowe\ fl%tbil!:y, stetr's lrom itud.i,itj,udl pe{om

who rls. (oncerve rt-e.lsFtve5 
"s a -loroughty fiee.

tn/jtuo.thiness, atod, initiattre. The concentration of
ry power into a highly flextble, ind viduaLized s)Etem like

j€trequircs a similar concentGt on on the psychotogy oi the

icalt legitmat€ eLit€ - because ifthey don,r feelcom-
frce they can atways jusr escape with their Fr6

High-tech warfare leads to a new subjective econonry.The
strcss on individual excellence and initiative bringsthe military

perf€ct synch with the imperativesot neolibe6l capita{ism

ir I 
lAm€d vision," posred oi von, ir 

""" 
rbl" 

"t 
.*"th"",y,."-/

artide/.072.hh1> and h lod.n cr.nd.ll! b@k DDF lroahcodng, M,,
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As Cen Thomas 5.  Moorman wries:  'Com,u. id j i r ing

s.le.r.d spdceJundions and od.prIng?ro@Ps d,d pruxr.a

/ro,n spocc rr business uorld allet cnD nans arPo.tunities lot
efio.n.t: 50 i thc n.me ol clrciency, a new spa.e ra.e.ai

e€rve both lhe powef app€tites of the n.te ana lhe monev

.ppelitet of rlE cofporatiois Th s patlern s l.ansnanonaL LKe

th€ corpoEtions n Fkn.e a!ri.g the Kosov@ war' the .ewlv

pr!att€a Matra-AerosPatial corporat on was seLtrngsnares on

the so .alled p! bL c market )N '"vet has the na.* na^et wat. hed

the heaven\vl i th mh ntetesl(  r€aa the ad pon€d in aLLlhe

rema n .g plbt .  b!  ld ings On the poster were mages oi

!.!elLites, launchets fockets m s5il€s, m Litary helicoPteE and

plan€s, alt beh ia a .ommerc aL atrtnef fly rh€l,endtr|ej rt

seemed to say vo,'ll rea helt af a Lot \aJet uP thete

The bombr eye vew has become ir€me.doustv petu:s v€

Yet t  remains the persPe.tve of :n el te wi lhLn the PLan€t.ry
balaic€ of  power whal  does t leel tkelobeatargetzThPhesr

tenrmony h.ve found 15 the atri(Ie Why lam Returningto

Ruiiia. pirblshed in te Monde ofJLrne lo, r999, byAlelander

Zinoviev, a fomer drssident who .a m€ !o Europe ln r978 He

explalns how the mpo$ b lity of d stnbut.S his I terary and

5cient fcwor[t n the Sov €t Un on led h m to Lhewest, where

he a s.ove'ed 'rh. flotoer,ns ol dd^onacl of hbttotisn, .[ liee
tlnkitug. al ieatit,e plutalisn. Yet n the early n netie5 the

.ol lapse of  the Sov et  regrme was not ioLLowea Dy ine

rena ssa n.e the Wen hid pro n\sed, [d on tha t:o^ttat\' bl on

a.. . Ictuted decl iaein al l  I lLe ateas also. tety |aLLLa.at
e.o\omic. d.ealagcol. lnatut ond so.toi zinoviev began io

r t  a aDa t  . latou , th l ' ' t  PI  a i  
' t r r ' - " ' t i4

rls work, he sayt, was confronted by de tacto censorshlP

I peN"tdlly uenl t*augtr lhe cancft. t'.le ence althe

n4rorDclr. rhe etcllsrrtl: rl8 atbiLtory a\d ten'le ials

didt\\d alwltetu st'ttc fi.(ta alcrcati.n

Alrhaugi that dka pla!-etl a rcLe. it I not ulnt .LetemLnetL
nI de c i s i on ta rct um to RL srd The fu nddn Lent at f a ct o r b a s
the .hange in Vestem [u.ote. after the en.I af the Cok]. tyol
dtud. the debacle af ttv Sariet Unon The essencc af this
change is the total Amei.dtlizotioi ol llest.rn rltupe.
V/hile thc Sori,e[ U^ion elisted dad ruos ,he sccond
suAerpouer ol nw pld^et. Lt ttotected Vestetu Ewape lionr
this Ame.Lcani.atian. uhich prcres.lea.llf Jat xs h*t
dchie,ements n hditug its /,l.rohsn. ih pluralisn atrd
Jreedan aJ thoght .. I hod. db.ad.ybegunt tln\k aboufth.
prcbten of d rctwn h nu'sio a fetu ycas aso. tuhen the
desps of the ndstel af the Vestem uortLt u|"h rcspect Lt)
fiu$ia dn.l rhc ,qL$idn peop telrdtl.be..nepetfecrry cbot to
ne ,rror ts. ld bnn8. flrssid ro rs ine4 so rho, ft short./
neeer be al)te ta if ta the letel of a sLtung pooe. dtui.1 the
uarld connunit!. ond to it dtslom its tenltat) Lnto a zane
ofI/estem co].a^ization. As,d rh. ,4! ss.dD t.olle. rr 6 o
matter oJ rc.Iuciry: then ta thr,I.wl aJ a pnmnnp eth^L. hbe
oJ spars. papntotian. n. nore Lhan thinf ta lilir miLlion.
incopoble al c*n garemingthemseL,es dutonanbusLy. But
tie loststroo Esuh,ng ir rn), tlel;iiti'e a^Ll intacatrte
decnian ta lebe tlB Vest Ldt 

^onetheless 
ttrc c)ntot dntl

brutal. agg.estian althe Unitcd Stotes ond Noto uranbr
Seftio,tuhrhrc etL ry mematies af the )ad3 af H i,tleis
agpe$ron dgdtn!, nrhorpldnd....,,ls a &,ssdn. 1.ann.l
rcnam dn obscNer an th. titleLines ol nV cauntry's d.aih. I
betieoe Lt isnym.tuLl rlfif ta be bxh tnf peaplen this tt ogc
tuoment ol then hi story. dnd to shate thett t'ote
The point  here B notro rakesdes i r  a conf l . : l  t is tosrr€s,

thewiden ngg!ll between the reasof ngol a man Lke Zinoviev
and the reason fB of  our el f i .  e.cy-mi ided coton€ts and
gene.ats, of our .eol beral system as a whote Fow does clr ttr |a I
50lidarty becom€5 dargerors eth. c identiry? One wourd hdve
tobeunconsco!s noL rograsp rhe way tha! rhe :cceLerar ion of

]

L



:  f inance dr iv€n, mi l i tary backed, networked capi ta l ism is

i producing its enemy in the fomer Sovlet Un on,ln china, and
i in theArab wo d - an enerny which, once fkmty n place, can
* only be combated mil tarlly. Yet this unconsciousness seems to
I betheftrLe t is the condition of the range-finierin the faceof
j thetarget,whose human face tscrupulouslyavoii5. r Eves, se
q to a new, cultu€List ideolo$/ of inevitabte confllct what the
5 conseNative sociotogist Samu€t Huntirgton call5 the clar, o/

G- Clvllzators. oslhis is howthe siage is beingset for new spirals
o of o€anized violence. Ihes€ arc the faces that the DomD s eye

doesn't even allow us to see. Under these conditiois thlnk
everyone, even those ofus mainly involved in art, should take a
Look at another face that the networked so.iety is cuffentty
excluding:the hldden or unconscious face ofthewortdt recent

THE LATE, 6IEAI YNANSFOR|.ATION

Economists seem toagrcethat levels of international trade and
workjorce mob tity are only now fenrrningto the helghts they
struckjust before Wodd War l.The question that dlvides the
economists is, dd that war violently inteffupt ordiredly result
from th€ tong econom c boom that pre.eded lt? Crltics of
todayt economic boom often look back to lhe Creal
Tnnst'onEtion lgaal,KatlPotanyi's study of the break-up of
nineteenth century capltalism.lts thesis is thatthe integrating
lnstltltions of society were necessarity shattered by the triple
fiction of economic libeGlism:the betief that tand, tabor, and
money itself can all be trcated as commodities, more or less
valuable goods to be bought ann sotd on a setf-regutatlng

05 | Hu.trneton's oriSinal article, published in rh€ joufral Foft&, t/f,i^
in summer 1993. is dailable at <w.alanut.com/subi/4onomi6/mlsc/
clash.himl>.The book, untortunarely, ha b€cone lndedingly popuhi

et free-market €lation w€s a deliberare potiticatcreation,
oangerous orF becaJse rt terdeo dlrron hevitaoly lo

showed that far fmrn being a natumt function, the

the land ofiwhich ir fed and the human bodies th;t it
into iti Insl rumFnls Eve. whe- | t-rs de5rrud ion colerred

it was above altcuhurat:the ecotoSrcatbalances of rhe
:-

-

h count.yside we.e <natre.ed b) t1e new 5ocid
ion ofthe Industri.t Revolution. Recently we have again
aware oi the e.ologicat dangeE and shocking tabor

brcught on by pLrre fiee-marketeeing. Bui wha!
to have been forgorten in rle (JrrFnl sro.t rarkr tevel

way th.l rFaAet n echcn,s11, 1 rhe Dasl I nar y €esrroyed
m of exchange irself the goLd stand.rd on wh/ch the

ry financlers depended fortheirtansnational
i6.The main poinr of potanyit book is to demonstrate now
treatment of money not as an institution of human

but as a commodity that can be sotd and then resold
resold again in increasjngLy dedvat ve forms, led to the stock

crash of'29 and ultimatety to the SecondWorld War
The abandonmenr of gotden commodity money ano rrs

by nationally rcgrLated paper notes coincided with
rise of the sociatorfascistic state of the thirties,whether in

Russia, in the dictatorships of Westem Europe, or even
DealArrerica the ed..y forns ofwhdl polanyt.a t5rn.

n.tion were despeGte and mostty faited atternpts

forms of exchange This creauon of newsotidaities

ensure sooetal survivat in the tace oia f€gmentation of a
! bonds and solidarities on which even the market ultimatet

tepended. After the war, pol.nyi saw the chance for a newry
lSulated aruculation of natural resources, human effons, and

j

vould beaCreatTransformation ln his eyes, the effoft to achieve
narmonioLrs .egulation of rhe social fundamentals, a r.oae oi

eguFrion rcspectful of i-d vioLat ar{e.e.( es a"d g1.5,vt€< lle
rnly oFen .oad to f'eedorr '. . (onp e, sorietv Ard r,tr5 w"s
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more or Less the path that the postwar so.ieties tookwithin the

strictty nauonal f|amework of thelr soc alist or (eynesian Pohcies,
af ter  the wor ld had at  last  escaPed from the chaos that

accompanied the tibe€l economyt disintegration.
How ctose has history brcLrght us to the formef Peak of

globalzation, dround 19oo? Are we expeiencing, as though ln

a lpiral, the same dynam c! expressed at a hlgher powef,

devetoping at even greater speed? How threat€ning arc the
presrures on explo ted labor,  on the envlronment,  on the

inni tuted currencies? s the intertwlning of  econom c and
m l tary pr ior i t les l ikely to f ! r ther accele.ate the rate ot

technologlcatand organ zatlonal change? Doesnt the recent

emergence of nat onatism, neofascism, and relgious funda

mentalism inthewo d have somethingto do withgtobatizaiion,
l.e. the rcsu€ence, since the €arty 198os, of an unrcgutated lor
"self-regLrlaung"l world market economy?

r rrF w.l" ot r.e 5o Ldled As,al cn<r:. the I eed ro regair

some connolover market forces is be ng formulated again by

economists.Atthe sametime, certain nat ons-witn€ss lvlalaysia

are begnni'rgto ctose ln on themsetves, imposingcureicyand
trade coitrols A "sovere gn ty" movement has emerged in

Ffdnce, catting for E restoGtion of natlonal prerogaiives Mo(

disturbingly, neofascism continues to galn powef, in Notuay,

Betgium, Switze and, and Austria among other countries. The

nat onatframework is no longer an effective space ofsolidaity.
For thos€ of us who work on the ntemat onaL art c rcult, the
enigma rcmains of how we can bring cuttural balances - or

cathartic foms of cuLturatconflct - to the powerfularena of

transnational space. How can we step into this tpace of flowl
w thout teaving every tocal  reat i ty behind, and without

conirlbuting to the gulfof misunde6tanding that threatens to
produce more war? How can we navigate that space wlthout

adopUngthe"cotd consc ousnesi' of the bomb! eye viewPoint?

CXPERIMENTS WITH THE URAAN 
'RAI|Eof exhibition-making, what we need is an imaginary

that can l-e.p rhe oewe. prooe rho re aL o.s ber$een

within which art works are displayed, which is still

c Stobalization and culruratchange as they take form
tl'e ciry, or alo_e broad,y. wrrlin tt-F gtoDd.V.onlec1ea

rcalrr.whe_ lspedl o_a fr.Te. t. rFr3 yme.n hpp.ys,cdl

o

;

-6

:

ividuatist phenomenolo$,. Can we radicalty aLrer thts f rame?
nLseum or ga lery baied on t-e p.e,Lppo(it:o L oi ar

aim woutd be ro stage an exhjbition thar te[s its public
Ing concrete about the mesh ofhistoical, cuttLrat, and
ic retationswithin whi.h aftwork.re madeand nteF

defined as the white cube,the neutralenv ronment

The aim would beto sarurare an exhibition with enough
tonrucllr. ir w,rh F-oueh gFro?lrya-..on ple,rry .har

fEme allow,n8 artist c worts ro d€vetop the r frtt
ofreflection on the dynamics of locatiryand transtocatity

the stagingofth€ show by architect R€m Koolh.as at rhe

The Lo.don ve6io1 ol Cirrer o n the Move: Utban Chao, and
cr,arge, curared by Hou Hanru and Hans Utrich
give! a foretaste of rhese possib tities.This themartc

an exh bition nighr he D ts v !ior5 ro bat.er grasp Ine
essence of conflicts ln rheworLd roddy

ibition intend! to dealwth rhe visuat cutture of EasrAsian
es -  an -nDo.sibLv va(t  dnb l ror .  by at  t .da t io-al ,  I  ter  a

a modelof a citywithin rhe city itself, a prec se and

o c^llEry n London acts to transform the criteria,
the frame of rcference and making it possibte toask new

, Cannerce and PrcEn abo\e. The fi6t ftoor s the mosr
Into a relativev narow,almost corrtdorspace,Srreer

ons. Wirt pragmdl,c e'rrpa').1, Koolhaas .! aes tt E
bition into five spaces: steef, I uilding,and Decay on the I Et

. rascinatingtangLeof videos, photo prcjects, intimate
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and kitsch instaltations.The more sever€ displav of Billldlng

accJmL.ares _l  . . re.e\p3_sve \JF nodels.  (oreLime( o_

multi l€vel wood flame dlsPtays; while Decav, tightty packed

wlth display votumer lke a s lum dist . lc t ,  and placed

approp ateLy at the exit to the show so that you cant avo d lt,

b ngs n the seamy s de of rhe city with explicitLy pomograph c

n ageq ol  D,ot i lurro .  drug J:e dno gane viole 'ce DrLi  .

glgantic inflatable goddess and satirlcal flbe€lass angeb ftoaling

ove ead. Upnairs, the oblgatory blandness ofConmer.efaces

off wth the d saPPointing blandn€ss of Prore$ - more about

that later st€er and Decay have been cinematicalLytreated with

Koolhaas's "urbanpaper," translating the endless square

kilomete$ of Ean Aslan technologcal congestion nto loomrng

square meters of urban blur, choked horizonr' skysc6peK, and

brutalist cement facades - tike ihose ot the H^YwAio cArEiY

itsellAi imaginaryArian sprawlwithin the imptacably monu

mentatsprawlot Lonaon
What l want to do now i! to unfold and lo a ce a n degree

ideallze the Possib tites ofthis exhibition modet, with speciiic

reference to economic history and clhual change lt is telLing

that Mohs€n ostafavi should begin hls catalogue essay'

'Cnies of Dlstzctian, wtth eference to Marinefti's exattat on ot

speed in the Futurist manifeno of r9o9 - before going on to

evoke rhe brcakneck uftanization of Faf Eastem seaboarasand

\he inpact af SIabaI rt ancidl netuarhs that situuhatu ously

aploit o.ndben fit E6tAsidn ciri€s'.6 The tLrrn-of the-century

relercnce s inevltable. Ho'r and Obrist, in theircatalogue essay,

ralse the problenr of high speed change in ways that retate

directty to Potanyi! ihinking: 'An ine&rable tetusiotu etBts

betueen the d esiN for a cdpiralist economy atutl the tddikons

of Asi,atu cuhurc.... ofien, rhe desire Jot a naden. V%rem

econony lel1d s to a Patenalistic sttuctwe ol social nand

gmenL o.nd, to the peee$e Pusuit of \.r?er capiralirm 'Ihe

curators contlnue: cur€nrly. East Asia etisls in a state of

a,nd, frcnzied, ttunsformatj,on, luith alnost
uftan d,.nsity, uncontollabU rupid, e"pansion.

represent these cu rrent conditions and inteNene in them?
choices in the stagngofthe show can obvioLrsly

itions, tie biS quesrro_ ic oDvioL5y:waat does rhe'J rra
sociot. cuLuat an.l polii o i sro b'1, y. 

-naer rh-F

But there isa smaller,subordinaie qrenio., lmpodant for
of usworkingwith the v suatans:How can an exhibltion

for tack of cuttrralspecificity.The presupposit on ol
the brutalrciuct on ofculturatnuances roa phys cat

look - and with some conceptuaL etrapolat on does a
oI corpeLing ssres FrrerSe Fere a, eveflvle? rr hi\
Koolhaas is register ngcertain structurat invariantsotthe
mPo€ry economy.This ls the power of hls pragmat c

8y subordinating form to program, he creares an

e,ploitation ol naturcl o,td, human Bources and, the

re at once wildly inventive and cootly lucid, a carefully

6

I
I

ropolo$/ ofsp|awl, is at filsr glance shocking. On Ly after a

exhibition, the scenographlc program involves a confron-
mirrorof oLr age,ln atlL5 e\tremisrn.ln the case of

between specitic cultLrGl practices and an urbanDation
driven by the fLow structure of transnationalcapiraL

.dWhatdoesthis mean? t iswellknown thar inv€srors

hasLedallth€ materlally product ve ndustries,and not

a concept from the geographer David Harvey, we
5ay ll-dr Koothaas rs rar rSvN ble lre nba- z.no- of

qukk reLL ,s o, tle'rnoney | \ Fqrdtv we I Inown -nar
speedaad nagr lLdeo' l  e e-u .or fp 'Fa b ' ,he l i r  cnlrd.

rban realm becomes a spatiaLplaygrcuid for f nanc alspecu-

the building industry, to seek incr€asingly large and rapid
ms,with a conseqLent dstortion of what is prodrced The

I Cilisr o, rhe Mov€. ct.i @NDoNi N^aaRo c^trrRy, May l3-June 27,
1999, P, 3i fouowins quotes rtum p. r 3,
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latioi, growing at what Koolhiar catls"Shenzen speed'""And

yet the urbantation ofcapltatinevltably lnvolves its tempord.y
jmmobilization as buitt form.In the intetueningume between

the deation and deltruction of a blltding, it wltllnevitably be

ulediand despitethe elficiency of the circulatlon pattern, desp te

alLthe catculationsof prcduction and consumption, stilithe use

that unfolds in the tlme beforc proft i5 reatized will nevrtably

ovedlowthe profit-making program and imbue the built lom

with variant meanings, rhythms of the pasl or the imagined

future,the revok ofth€ in d lv id u a to r t h e g r o u p vatues at odds

with the market pflority of lnvenment retum Paradox calty,ln

the H^ywARD GALLERy exhibitlon it was the merciless insistence

on the generic urban functiois denranded by transnatronat

capitalthat madethe artworksvisible in their doubte speciflclty,

allofthem travelsed by the honrogenizlngforces ofthe prcsent

that effecuvety fashion the urbai environment, yet each one

struggting and succeeding io sorne degree, like the nhiblrants

of a clty, in gaininga toehold, a niche in a towerblock,a tw n In

the common language. By their contrast to tne rFLenness

novemer, of contemporary urbanism Archlgr.m s 'walking

cti€s,'realized in Ean Asla the ai.wok inscrb€d mon'enc

of cultu.al lag, percePtual delay, existential duEe, amidsl the

dlssolvlng ftux of capltal's lncessant valorization, tlansfomation,

flight t ls the contGn between th s cultural tag time and the

relentless march of capitalist !rban zat on that estabtishes a

relation between the ad exhib tion and the ev€ryday perception

The aa! works, in this envnonment, dmmatize a situation
common rn everyday tife tfyou want undeEtandjngand norjust
selsation yo Ive Bo ro too\ ,o, .r. r,e \r,rggte ;o ger o tfF
ne.norrcrF hing drrd\r  rh.  Lr t ,e\o-d5rr . . t  onotF.\acon
vrncrng metaphorforth€ problem anisrs face.To watch yukata
Sonc! vid€o Ntihr s!5, to peer into Aaron Tan! photog€phic
slud es oi Kowloon s dow.v ae.aying ,wd ea L,ty stotou(f
tne mo-ne16_of d'so ,enrod -r rdcy ana tFe n,ange. rorSor_
ten comer,  of  l .s iory r fcr ,o,r  rneolne.soeot l ieBenelL
megalopolis. By dkectingattention to the particLrlar,sms or ex_
penence wirhin the acceteBted uniformity of econonrc proc_
esses, the urban frame can offer the public.ccess to dtflerent
vJsions ofthe fundamentattension betweer use vatue and ex_
change vatue that irnpinges on aLt inhabitants of the conrem,
po|?ry rrban reatm.This conrGn invires vieweE to a de€per
understanding of cuttural and geogr.phicat specificities, ana ar
Ine same tirne provides an rntuitive grasp of the overarching
srakes o'd-r Droar 4ro. pverywne.p wnrcn i, a wd, o,say.n8
t laL r ie ge.elc u.Ddl  f ra-e c. ,  restoedprcoerdl i  Jn, , re -
salty to the aesthetic experience,ar a tirne when the trdarr|onal
criteia of aestheuc quatity are increasingly perceiv€d as ffel
evant. Art in rhe ulban frame appea|s not as an rppe(lass
luxury, not as a spinoff of adv€rtising or as an academrc canon
Propagated by rhe state, bur as a vitattool for particular, cuL-
turc-specif ic processes of self_construction and so.ial conmu
nrcatron -a vitat tool fo. pteasure bur aGo for survivat. And this
vitality, this ufgency, promEes not onty a new public, d truly
transnational publi.which isatsothe multierhnicpublrcorrhe
new wodd cities;it also promisesa rcnewed poliucatrote roraft

o

;
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07 | DNtd Hadey, rhe ubanhatiat o/caPnal lBAmioRE: loHN HoPKrNs

uNNErrft pRsr 1e351. DdinS on Hary.ys ao*, Frodric J.n6m sPsu

lat6 on coniempoGry archjt€cture at an exPresion of linanc€ @pital in

thee$ay"TheBnckandtheBalloon,"ln ecult!.,/tmIoNDoN:vE6o,
19931-
03 | s€e the wolk of kolhaas and his students on th. Pea River Delta

in ttt tndE x, rhe sookIosrEtroRN: c^NE, 19971.

T}IE ?Olr/IRs OF ART
Everything depends, 

'rot 
only on th€ size of the public, but on

|l5 capac ty to perceive an effecuve link between aftworks rn a
museum and the world oLrside. we know that the muse!m
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formefty served the national bourgeols es, and then rnore

broadly, theci t izensof themoderndemocracies,asaspacetor
c tical self-reftection, wherc the quest on ofthe beautifLrlcoutd
achleve polticals gnlficance through correlations with the
questions ofthe reatlthe ttue]and the deskabte lrhe.just orthe
good, to r5e the otd tan€uagel Du ig the roughly thifty'year
period afterWond War 11, the vastly enlarged PoPutation of

museum goers could effectiv€ly d spute over the usefulness and

!n v€lsality of the objects of their aesthetic contemptatioi,

becarse during that tlm€ of expandlng entitlements, the .!lt!raL

mass" of ( tically tra ned ind vduals Produced by the democraiic
edocat onalsystenrs effecr vely exerted a ma€in ofcontrolover

the locus of societal power, which lay ]n the nate The m!se!m,

that neutralsite of aenhetlc experience,appeared as one of the
placeswhere the democrati. ndivldlalcoutd exerc se treedom

ofchoice,while exploringthe relation between tlrat ireedom and

democra.y's centElnonn of equatity.In shori, the niuseum was

something tike the aestheticanswer tothe voting booth Today,

one can hafdty be suQrised that the art shown in museums

appeaB icreas ngly inconseqrential, an indifferent 'matt€r ol

taste," with noth ngto contrlbute to notions of the desirable or

the irue, i.e. the norms o. which institutons are folnded.The

tocus of power hav ng shiftei to the realm of transnatoiaL
erchanges,the art shown in museums has tittte more PollticaL
resonance than any other of the "unlversaL proiuctj we are

offered, none ofwhich inctudes anyconnecilon to an effective

democratic institutlon. n so far as power s transferred to ihe

transnatioialsPhe€, art exists in an innituuonal vacuum, and
therefore becomes iicreaslngly dlfficutt to dist ng! sh irom the

8.oDd. i /ca aesr_er c p od r  \  ofcrrera. 'dst  on.rnd ddig_

The urban flame cannot litl the institli onat voidi but it

accompUshes two thing, forthe publc First, it dentiiies the

effectivety globaUren realm of the coitemPonry city as the

common background against which each specificworkof art can

appearas an iaealoran inrpossibility,a utopta ora denuncraron.
An! second,lt lucidty stfesses rhe facr th.t the power of each
memberoftheviewirg pobtc d€rves ffom conib nanons orrre
two essential poles of exchange vatue and use vatre:that 5,
either the t.ansnat onal ciro Lation of indusrriatand aDove ar
finance capirdl, or the stabitiz.tion of avaitable resources rn
m0re-oFtess enduing sociat structLrres.The urban f rame revea6
that the old idealof a purely indivtduatjudgment favorcd by
thewhitecube no less than thevotingbooth _ is nowan rllus on.

When we h.ve evaclared rhat iLtusion,th€n we can €rrerrne
poLiticaltheater ot Co.nmer.e and p.oteJl For ir is herc that the
essenr,ar s l  . r88h okes old(e LnesrrSStF,o,aF i ! - .enew
roms o' d re-a. on ar d e\proiLa- on cna ro . v"rl rf ! sill a-d
the means to polittcatly ana clltuGlLy oppose them tiere, In an
exhibition mak ng a rch and sophisticated use of tne !rcan
fGme,wewouLd no doubtfind far more complex reatiriesrhan
the simpte oppositon ofcommodityand rebelion woutd sug
gest.The element of lse vatue, of existential time, woLrld be
apparent rn many ope€tions of capjtalistc exchange;and the
socialfomrations of revolr world be shotthrough with the chaF
acteristics of rhe omnipresent nrarket. The two potes woLrtd
€erne a space or r€nsion teaving none of theif contents un
changed. I s€y "woutd, because that rension was not very ap-
parem rn the HAywaRD G^LLERY exhibition. commerce reduced
to the banaliry of pop iconography shows tittle of the enraof,
dinary ctu€ltythat chaGcterizes the financial economy, dnd lrr-
tle ofthe ambig!itythat fLouishes between commercral prac_
trces and socialinstitutions leven ifrh s amb guity was torched
rpon in Kenl"umt photographic rccordofChiiese rcsrauE,rrs
across the su bu|bs of the wortdl. protest, however, was ine rear
loler in the showThough certain wo*s coutd cta m aestheric
qualities and poLiucal ,conrent,'none gave much ofan inkting
thai a social constru.t on and a set of cuttulat refe€nces tay
behind thegestures of revott,which appeared purely individuat

E
!
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Ilke TsangTso!-choi's one-man graff t pfote( aga nst land

expropr ation by the Hong Koig governmentl The chanc€ to

make contactwth or even become awar€ of a socLal movement

was miss ng - and yet th s, to my mind, should be the maior

nteren of af exhibtlor today The possib Lily, offered by one

work,oftak ng out rorghlylhirty five seconds to adare$a hu
_1ordb 

Po rda'  Do.p.  oSd l  rhdd€ lacor '5d r '  d

synem in l4alaysia,jrstdid notfillthegtp The urban tramecan

p,ordad,.8- F bLtr  h4o8"

ofairt.aveLann letecommuni.ations ii can alto be a door Th s

ropon.€o d-drh"La roi  I

, . -e.  Dr " .For8 "  -1.qr.oiod odlro i , ,8-

8:  oDoso"
tar,locdl responses to those condit o.s

4goDa dndeor '8 FJr"

distant spect.cl€ Like ihe specra.le of one s home .ity whei

there ex 5ts no effective Poliiicatcommun ty, no conlext ir wh .h

aenh€tcs can b-"come poLitcal But lt is a realm of possib Lity

when t opens the doorof lnd€Etandlnglo th€ €ffect ve practice

of coLlabo€t on for those who f nd th€ enerS/ to cr.s rh.

th.€rhold. 1 is by ncreaslng the Po$ib Lity of th s nep across

cuLturdt, geographicat, and cLass d v des aivides whrclr are

op€rarv€ both w lh n and between ci t  es -  lhat  €xh b t  ons

roday .ould make the r gredrest contr blllon To do ih s it s

nec€ssdry to provlde tlre feelng of prorim ty that comPs irom

the representat  on of  the sam€, along w th the lool5 ot

a" . r r  or lg o d cd 
'ard.oloboor io l

poss ble between lhe different This s the direction that ari

€xhibtions could erplore, . the effort lo elevate the coniLicts

b€tw€en ope€tor '  ind targ€ts nto P o l t  L c a Lc o n t  r  o n r  a 1o..

betw€en people wi th voices ana fa.€s,  feeds, deslres and

diff€ifg concepuons ot the Law
4nen pord eo a! .016o. oaFrDoo,o ol-

b 1 ons 5 a step n thi! d r€ct on But too oft€n - fof nnance at

oocuMENraxwhich helped insttrre rhe tr€nd rhesedebires a
arc st lt held between academic experts, and lead onty ro the . 6
accumuldrion of passive,detached knowtedge nrh€sameway, !
ar t is ts deal lng w th the themes of  comrnLnrcatton ard i
interactiv ry nill too often produce abst.acr modeh, or utopian ;
communrt es closed to all but : chosen few ]h€re is room for a I
Lot nrore culi!ralambirof Arrrsts, criti.s, and curato15 with a :realgrasp on the lses of commu nicatiors nred d h.ve a whoLe G
new pracn.e ro nvent, turned roward a pubt. which s nol 

-
necesarily that of the nationat institur on of the m!seum. Ihe 

€

riterest oi rhe !.ban frame have been describing les not so
much rn what i t  makes happen n rhe muserm, but n the
Do b. l ' .  I  a.  r  gt  TO " o.  rL" .  I  b .a .o oDen .p a8di ,
roIF r /or  .dF worrtrSo
the cul t ! r .L sedor can actraLty heLp further sonre k i .d of
transnat onaL sot nar ty, pre.isety by open ng up more.omplex
spaces or d s.greemerr ;nd dissent tthink it! rhe onty way thar
we corLa h€lp put a blake on frtue wa6

I

lwRrEN rcR vor, Forun oN turoR^r RAcrtrr & waR irury 19eel
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...mdioisone rtded uhen ir shautdbetua . h isputely atu
dppatatus fat d,islnbutian, for nerc sttuting out. Sa tvte is
oposn{ n,8.gs,rori chdngc th6 appatutus a,er frctn
d.istibutbn to commu i.ation me rudio uould be the
i\est p.$sible &mmunication appantus i\ pubric lilc, a
rastnetb.rt o! pipes. Thatis t. sq, uauHbeiJftkneu
hau to recebe as *^ell os ansmn. hau ta Let the trstener
spedk as beu as heor. hob ia bnng htn into d rclanans^ry
insredd oJ Xatating him

F coMMUNrc^loN [1e3']

Brechr\ reflecrion on ihe r.dio comes home todaywitn iot on€
but twololts of recogn t on The fi|n has ro dow rh rhe p,e5c €nr
gl impse ts€emstooffef  of  rh€tnrernet, that  nconceivabLyvan
netwo( of plp€s wh ich receives I Lrsr as w€lt as it lransmrts BLt
tne second loLr comes from th€ realzar on that radro n me
l93oscoulaeasiLyhavefun. l roned ntherwo waychdnnelsrnal
Brecht descibes f the sociaL and potit cai wilt had nor be€i
lack ng Th€ impticarton for roday is rhat the hternet, despite
Itsevdentre.hnicat advanrag€s,co!td €asily.erre function/ng
in a communicat onat mode, rhdt it .oulij rdpjdty givr wdy or
ro8rc. o b^ Io
rne p!sn D!r to.  r l ra 

'nr  
ot , rntera.rr !  ry

A new media rechnoto$/ onty dcqu res what Raymond
Wtliam5called its cu tt!rat form,, when dominait us€5 ener8e
tronr the lnrr al welt€r of erperimentation with the rechnoLogy,
to beg nlockey ng for poj rion tn rhe habirs ol everyd.y lifeol lf
rac o Dec:me p.edomiiantty a vehicte for srate propd8dfca
a!nngrheageoi toraLmob l izaton fromthe Firnto the secona
wo d War, f i€levis on n its turn becime the ind spensaDre

0 r I Raynond wiuia h!, rerevB io., rua,.otosyiitii,ur ro,.
lHANov€R, NN:wsuyAN uN vrRsB Rsr,197al19921.
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devlce for training in the refl€xes of r.ass consLrmerlsm, what
then willbecome ofglobalization's leadlng med um?What will
be itsdomlnant uses, ana aboveall,what kind of society wl{lthey

Io begin answering these questions ioday, thar is, to
expe m€nt and at the samet me, to jockey for position - t rs
hardly enough to design another website, or inveit a better
mouthpece for the netwo* of pipes. One mlst try out the
posslbiLities for a new io.lallormatlor, permitted by the av" lable
technology, but able by the qualiiy of its uses ro gu de that
r- r 10 o8r ro d sflrl Inre.. Fa fo'r Tl-i. s rl€t rr e a r rr

Trebor S.hok h.! attempted, byexploringthe possibllities of
the conternpo.ary communicationaL sph€rc, between rhe

ntimacy of globaUzat on's
auronomous suDlecrs as
expressed in art ,  and the
viotence of globaL zation's
synemic contradiction5 as
expressed in war. The ter€ln
of th s explorat ion was d

vrrtJdl rhea q DroFd olr ena.ess d?Tas )eer.n8ty wlFour iIn('delce on rhe a. rLat .o n.e of rno wa, o, E

^"^1:::-."::h.,, 
*" rived throush a versio,r of the g

lTien(e.e:r: 'o 
\dF dc.eDrFa re,.ne..he apDa,pi I fdirle :or  t rF -erwokd o\cr . r  ge. .  -o,  l looD.rvonl la.rurrea.he *

war rnto a non,6sue just months afrer it was over. A nat ve of i
the ro nprfasl Ce r.ny w, n Uo.nWe,r". i
ru-ope a-d rn en, 

". Scholz ..r uoo, , *"u., g .og" .u, o, i
en/oul  er . roJnd rh. .e.o aFc va, es ot  r f  F (o1, r- r .  rhe $dv. :t t  was oo- "nted bv peoo'e ol  a . ,dF,.  and ,r \  a.r ,n.  !<ocroroe rol . .nd poh..ol  r  le,  D,etdr io (  D?w-CDorLonhL :
arr  wor d inowtedge ano o.  r le w.de_ope- ,p". t "  n o,  ico1'dd. of fered oyera.  l ( ,se.v, .LLh ds NErlM€ dno ;syNDrcarE, Fe wds aD e -o trt . rn ite y corner o- rne .nirec 

u

urego_ dhe-e hc das re.. - -g tor d vFa. _ wrrh a a Br.nlpopLLar,on ol a I a-d nFa.a wo.U. doLrrenrary aro ar101
Irrrs or'o.ov@.nd rhe to mer \ ugosldvra. aid .pFdr_erq rrcm
across flre region and the world !t

The 
- 

' ol ernrb, r'on. Inrer I F. sr-F. ..11 p.og?11. cno reo ne

:enes 
wds 

"  ,  f : t rF .o emDooy ,or e ortr  p d \ jo.-red
corverc, io l -  a-d Doh-r iL,rrdr hdd.OLngLp o,  r terndre r \
or . rnc con l r . l  belweer sra.e<. JoL.ndt (  5 .nd Luran gh.5
dcrrvr i (  sh.red Ie r  . ropfo,es w-1 c.r t , ( -  dnd l t_eo 5rs
Hec'ro... medd btusned rp dg.,n,r.ne sersJd. Tarefid ty ol
par.rrgdd irtpt rrc.a. ve.gFd o, pot,trcj po r,Ls or arr. I F
(o ' r8n In l fF l i r lF o.  t !e "ve--  Dotnlea ,o al t  Lf .e ptd!a\ .no

the.tdc.l event - not just an exhibition enutled (oroy@i

Carnival in the Eye ofthe Stom.

AFftRMAT1I

As many comnrentatoB pointed olt atthe tlme, Kosov@ was
'the lrst lntemetwar" I e. the flut ln which pelson-to-penon
melsagei colld betGnsnritted across all borders. That sheerlact
seemed destined to change the nature of the confLict. Blt as
bombs f€ll to the bLare of propaganda from boih sides, whlle
pi(rok r 'd knive did lLeir  wor l  i .  L l ,er  \e '?.y.  hp po 1i ,e
ol  the two way comrnunlcat ons rnedium came to seem
maddening, hollow absunl The emailyor lece ved from a flesh
and btood individualco!td be tragic or h larious lntimate,
sltuated, uncani ty nedr, yet dbsent from the realequation.A

02 | cr ,hL .sa/ by rhom$ ,.e."" il";;;;" .","
Er ev.nr: "toothS Lite Ftams ard fa ilg tite sldT: xosovo rFe f,rn
InFmd wdf tr 

^r,Lhba. 
or Jai. -"-,n,,,"*" "^"*,_*^.*

o! l rh.  mbitd M5 t- . td rron Apr i l6 29, zooo, s."  <h p. / /pEl.G.pnca edu /kolovo >
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coniectlons, hlghlighting the f eeling oi uncanny nearness - Dut

it ako soLighi to rieilate between the differingways that the

Albanlan and Serbian langtages pronounce the verv nanie orlne

teffitory at stake. Kosova or Kosovo? The event couldn't stop

asking that territorial questlon even as it tried to take lt

e l r€where, to open up another terrain of  encounter and

fron the cnve ls99l, with exten5iv€ testimony on rne
5rpDFlra r4sa(.e.  Th I  ao( r11e rron opprod.h s4 nor

,,hey 
ranSed r.oa serb,or.d.edo, Sritan Dr.gojevi. s p,ery

:::::1:.",,.y,,",: 
,eo6l a 5r ,ea,.eoc! o.thp rF,shDoj

war lrlBo-n d . lo Mkhael Benson . a.,t,at I preo(t en\ at t rc
l '99t .  w'  K'  eroL-r5 lne etroSudrart  ( | ld-eArFs o- . le
)lovelF dri (olte.nve NEUE s."..n".n. *rnr,,n Lr" tu-"1930(.xsx' ,  wo. l  

^ . .  
an df ip i lp ro eror. , .p t fe I  rcs ofae5thalranbigL ties.n€t Dragojevic \ - , T Fvedk rh".ra le,ror iol,re .nd desrrLc.ron. wn.!n Ns,( !w s_roraFr rg r. olep'essad, oraLl€rk. Vnbotsm boLra rp wrn 11" o.8,n. or

A

I
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DIS'LACEMET{IS

There are modets for  the actuat izat ion of  a v i r tualsoclal

formation:on€ ofthem wo!ld be the meetings of th€ European

pollticat undergrcund, such asrHE NExr FtvE MrNUrEs,l'st held

inAmsterdam ln 1999 l'4edia actlvists from around theworti,

alL knt together by previou! nternet contacts, share a festival

space for three densely threaded days of presentarois and

conveEations, criss crosslngat a fiythm that mak€sthetde!

meaning abundantLy clear' But rH. NExr nvE MrNUrFs hangs

togFr.er asd roraar io_ Dy l  "  or . - I  '  '  o la -ornoa dior '  'o_
catled \acticat media, ' wh ch cuts across the d fferent world

s tuations.o' carnival rn the Eye o/t e stotn took a d ffercnt

approa.h, focusing exclusivety on a territorlal r€ality wiih iis

specific co.ditions, connraints, and deteminants, and at the

,a na r  ne en"pravra8.4r r  e.o e.  ro_ In J l  r (  aaginarv

ireedom, lts metaPhoricat dislunction irom events
I  -e te4.ro a,o,  rq.ppedreano,rpo\^erL yrr  lhe( inFrd

program and through the presence of artlsts and intel e'ruats

from rhe fonrerYugoslavia.Acollaborat on with ihe NoRrHwEsr

FrLM CENTER nrade it posslble to see documentaries such as

Atekandar Manit's Ihe 1 6 5 o/(osovo [1999l shot jun betore

the outbreak of the war by an expariate Kosov@ serb, who

relufned to ask questions on both sid€s ofrhe ethnic dividing

llnes.Another memorabte film was t€slie Woodhead's A cry

.- 
F m _erd 

-sLlDcr. eha an ong tle.olrer po6ry r"d,d,
Ior  I  )  abi l , ry to (ono le a d.ns. ty o.  v sLat dna ve Datinformahon. a drver! i ty of

' pelspectives, and an illusion of
presence.Ihese qralities make it
an rdeat complement to more
atlusive, metaphorjcat adworks
part iculany tn a s i tuat ion of
Seographicat  d ispLacement,
where essential references may
not be readily availabte to the
puol ic.  But in rhe end, f  m is
always a screen which must
somehow be t|ave|sed, lest it
rmmobilize the spectator. The
speaking presence of  ar t isrs,
media activists and crirics fronr

hDrdbMoi in. tMc4,

the forrrer vJgo.rdv,d, or Deopt" ,o-1er-ow.on-ectao ro tne
rE^8on-lhro'.rgi rhe |esedr4 a-d .,rp nn o./ a. ed a- r! e r .nge

::^14/-e.el:::. 
d.d Dla5enr 1".e ald ",sewhe,e,..rralr r8 .na

weoorrebrions h...resau (ont"rpo.a] p.tce( toeF.her Arr (t
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sistej xhafa commented on his photographlc gid ol smLling

Kosovars, and asked the ! nexpected quest on: DonljroD thtnf

tt: d8€re$t'e io sho@ so notuf people laughing d[ter a uar?

aferdita Ketmendi, the director of Pri6tiiak local channel rRV

21, projected €xarnpl€s ofhefwork and gave peBonattestlmonv

ol  I  er  ' , ,81 I  r ro_r Ko.ov@ Glenn Bowman .n A-er i  d l

anthropotogist,offered a close uP look atthesoc aland psyclrlc

condit ons of an production n contemporary Serbia; R.nata

Satect, a Stovene psychoanalytic critic, asked about h gh

technolos/\ rote asa fantasmatic shietd aga nn the varrm' of

modallty in a v deo'game war"; repres€ntalives of the Portland-

based organizatlon iEicY coits spoke about their humanrtanan

effons ln the Balkans;and Eoris Buden, an alternat vejournaln

fiom the 
^ixr|x 

group ln Zagrcb, exposed the absence ot anv

genrinety pottical dimeision from the mainstrcar. med a

cove.age of the confllc!.
The lecture and debat€ series extended over three 6ays,

duingwhich one coutd tee atmost attthe twetve films while

returningagain and again to the exhibition, where the arrworks

reso.arec w rh al .  o 'e roo'Den harrd ar d ,ad dhing'es

::::Tn :rh:ng 
oF,,onar ,n,shr d.d pe.ep. or5 Dos'nsparado\es, disptacifg the terra/n

,  
Vr. ,  of  r i "  af lwork w"5 ro-,  e. ied wrt t_ Lhe ," t t t ron ro

lrro"mar, j4.  
wlar+,  ko n InF colven ro"dt  r  eara or - ,  ehterrer. Fo -std-, e Martha Rosleis -\ra,Lnor uoop,j

t:::! 
:l 

e' a her.eno4) Lon. i jec or ar o €rLn s r:pFnaco
ror. €n ooen D.rochL re. fld1r €d bj, Dtu11ne..ng .ord Lo/a ."ns
an.Lned.o srdth.ct-ura Bet.na ILF re-apno.o-A nelca,r

wrt l  . r r  \  ro d. . ,en, ,n8 w.b41er

T.iTac, 
ft e. rc-rDur" s., mour'ed on lwo ao.;o,rdrr<.

as.r- toshowtf .  rha!e-vDorsore. ]D.e 5clorrh-oLerwrF
rnreaas o'oDpo-rlion v d.o.rl sr. allemolea c. ti(ai rontages
or-the ry .ove€ge ol the war lctaus Ba.h, paul Sargent, the
8"oJp 

^rsou,rNo 
ro11 Nov S"dl o. e{p,o-Fd rFe new \t.rJs

or saretr,te Dhorographv be-wFel fLav Ln.e1d- proo- dnd
:-!l€: 

r"io' a , raura K!|.gan.\ wa.t .poj uar.6z4
i1il1.-,11i 

. 
l"n,enny 

perrin ohe,ea d moF .rDred,ve
:" ' i : l  l l : ' " ' : ' " '  ' '  n ne'wd p,ece

nicn \Le L,ad oen.it dr! rdflnepaper to copy wendt detailed casuatty dnd damase star|srcs
norr a uN sab<, e _ ds rlo rB, *pr,_,_-,nC,,,n ,i 

" "n".,,*r'?n5T\ro of da d hom \reen to a pdln-re.r .!tr

L-brt  
nalvD,e.e, f"d.orningrodowih.ecn_oto$, 

Emity
,.or s .n\tat o riol rrrlj./ed r^ oroyid Bdqadadl cons,s e; or sma. ,na'oleress (up5 of rhF rrd r.ed to dlnr Loree dtt dc.o5- rhe
reg on-s ' rFr '  hr8 f  on . r  o Barr . . - )  ro,rdq. - , re LLp- we.a
4ra1ge0 s rDty on Lhe 'tooi ,n. . rcte. ror rr .rle tr_e TL.e otsran rhal )yn bo i.e. rh. EL.oDFd- unron. Ldh ot rhE,,, w4epa.nledblacl i qde. rdlf,eh wn:re .redrrrg dgrdph r d,vra. "ndlEnol5retdphou..heoa.l €nd wnrre v€tle l rag-renr dDpr,.d
to lhe ta^€€rs orNro. bonD. tn",ot e" g,ornc. *,"- peop erry rosdd lhe fLture A r F<s"ge ror tf,e eLFnady. ,.o11
orcrn.ry hves t,ar Lonr,nue , rt-oLgl- or Aferdita K€lhendi _rele.Uol  dJr 'gherDra<enralro_ on rh"wdyrt"rF!eryon" ' -

q

F
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the most trying moments, has to rely on sometnLng vefy

personat, secret,lnsignlficait to the outside wo d - what she

catled "an art of suNival.'
To nage the interctations between l tms,lectu€s, nternet

sites, and artworks, Trebor s.holz altowed hlmself a slngte

cuEtoiatgesture,which was to installa plece caLted Atop'' 5're

ln the center ofthe exhibition sPace.lt is a great, hexagonaLfish

net, suipended from orange buoys attached to the ceiling'

oigrnalLy created by the group oc.^N :^rrH DEvrb'xENr

corror^r'oN for an exhibition dealng with Tokvo Bay, lhe

instaLtation functioned here as a metaphorofcriss-crossingi es

in the inforiaton age a net-structurc floaiing on irvisible

waves, wiih oPenlngs that are actually tGPs, and vrce_velsa rr

pointed to the mesh of a network that contains,aa! culates, and

peiod calLy rcteases the fundamentatvlolence of Stobatization'

iqhts r_Ls 'e.de'r48 any .r,t'Ldl o,<(trstion of rl'e wc im0o_

ssible. He d6ws a surprising Pantlelwrth the much-relelised

dlrplays of Serbs bGndishing paper targets at outdoor rock

concerts or staging aLlnlghr parties on strateglc bridges:

The Seft counterptxt ta rhe NAT' latut6v oJ uot uithout

caslalties, of a prccbe surgical operanon swtoitoeA bv the

ideolog' of globat ricrimi@nan' uas ' ituthe ltst ueeks ol

CARNIVAL

Whe€ one standswithin this globalmesh

was the question of the Portland event But

it was a loaned question, parti.llarly since

the event borrowed itstitle from a chapter

of sLvoi tit€k's text, Na.o as the leliHand

o/Cod? Ziiet polnts oui that advocates oi

the N^ro bombing inva ably pfes€nted it

as assistance io thevictims ofethnichatrcd'
justified onty in the emotional terms of

vi.itlmization and depoliticlzed human

the NAT0,6onbadnn 
-thp fok.d.onoolrzdnon aJ the Ewr ... Aihough no! f^.,..t" *^" 

-,1"ua 
p*ia" j

Lct'tsts. ths obscp4e tNni,dlizdtion ol sacint ttte I A

.. 
enemwtvthe othcr. publir.Iore al eth4fclpoRrn o: 9

::ff :.1-11 " :i.b,l"l :,"_ rg to .uu,ecrverv 
"no n"prapno $.raLrv redr d de.twrh r' e \osov@ contho on Arr el-jn sorl *

:T:_ i:l$t "l:" "j"". 
*..r,y p*,,. r"." 

"r,h"atr;;; ;aLrdn(a s ", ew world o.de. _ a pseroo-ten st sy_p, o:, o. ,tar iz|Iek cd ts globdt .dpirat.sr togr.., Z

! 
,ne ,s[.)rFere Fd wdtd*tere rt e ,,a..ous c,spracem.nrs ienecr.d by increds.rB Dprco_a, nob Lry and rew comnr,n,- !

.dron echr iqL4,ave orty nren"- ,ea rne p.o.ese. o.  !psychodf.lytic di9lacemenr i.e. the disconnection between q_JrdamFnra 
bFfav,or eapirg orycrt eregres a.O rne ,a"a, 

6
o,1gB rharrep'ese rI Fn Boris Buden .oietul.y rurneo rrrsa.(Ls.  onof rhe crt r rdr,zdronof oot, t r . .  o- torheca/r ivat
evenr rt+lr. ro.s 18 (ol1e of r1e mosr \81,rr.alr deDdle.

.L 
"er aesDle r t-e pefl i FrLe ot Buden s 

"nd :ti€k. ! I rqLe,.
I rp (yrroton s of  (ut tL, . '  d,spt .LeTent c.nnor .  r , .p,y Dere(Lced to irFrol eLonornL o, powFr po ir, al reahtier A\ rner'€r.. Mda'st Erienn€ Balibar p rts . tt-e syr bof. d. o rnemEg,ndry diner5bns or nLnar ro*rsren.e are rne.,ot t rer
sla€e ol FLo.o11i( Dow. ara v,Le versa:rnF lwo are npotogetherby?, po!. t  i . redr. ib lFdEola.ere.r( ' ,L.nrrdtFdch
proouLes erp(s w rr,n rt e otFeri realr 6 BLI tl,s al J Te.rs
Lr al1r.F rIerc\r ofCa.rivaih theE eoftheStoj:n wds.artLrt
Io tare.her i , t  otve._Lrrgou.ontorh.so,nersraSe_-eLause
weare Inereevetuday I t -p Inrr . rerceor.ne neAia carnra or

f

I
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:.:-:Yl:y*":*"f;;"
:"i,::i"1::1-"i:::llf l" * t""'p" pnn,"a'n'iu !too,r' ri "Engrishl €dition .ra'aNr hunn 

"" 
r;",i, 

"oliJlr'*i, sqo*.vo]lr' {rMi. 8.libt. "Clobal,Erion-c,vil,dron," in.Do( lDFrb ,, rne@r losrnDErN. oNE, r99/l,pp.774 zss-se
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potitlcaLrcalities has amPty been dernonstmted,andwe aLL know

that the Internei is adding new levets of maniPulauon and

confusion The chatlenge is to find waye in which the newsoc al

relat ions can be ctar i f ied Whai th ls event at tempted,

experimentatty and ai a small scate, was to tra.sform the

evefday L ' o_ Jr on'L o rq d4plara-er t 'ro a Lor( o rs

practice of p o I it ic a I rh ea te,: a Brcchtean so.iatspace in whi'h

all the possibillties of communication are usei to conf r'ntroclaL

and politicaL issues, without denying thetr cornptexiry lhere' the

complex position of indlviduals betwe€n hisioricaltetrltorial

conditions and global fl owsl.
n rne nre.nalo.d' roveme. -ow en .? 4g Lo legain Jo-re

democratic controlover the processes of globaLizaton, there

may well be a Ptace for such th€atrical enco!nte6, wn cn pll

nherentty subjective a'tistic experiencestothe test oI nforrned

political debate, and vlce versa And f the pubtic demand and

thecreauveoffer are of a high enough qualty, such events might

even reptace a hlghly int€rnationalized, €tatively wellfunded

and now [argety irrelevant soc al forrnation - the one thal

generally goes under the narne of"contempoGry art "

F
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dn a classic Frankfurt School text. rre r./ipre o/ kea
ro, Lr9a6l, Max Horkheimer remark€d oi rhe degree or rfee
com nvoLved in anv nga.af .scompredro r id ngi  ho6e The
cargoes mlch faster,.arres us mlch further, but brinBr d rirrL

.  
n"o pr o 

"r t  rh. I tot ,  l  a4tr . t t  r r - . . \ . rc
tlti. sLolrb-. ro sbp, ta stdf uth in coldrnldDes. onde,cn dia
groDs shorrins rre shope o/ th e cLNe ah ca d. . I r r s os if ttLe
itnLntetubL. ldbs, rc!tulutions. LntJ dn.e.rions tith bt ut &
nust comptr b.rc.lnenry he mr. nol ue. Horkheimeis poi.t
appLes to the nformation h ghwayj, where we both drve a.d
are drven Blt nrechanics and r.t ofalry can,t ac.orn or |re
ent fe nory r was with ihe iigure of an mat transport thar Freud
d.85 L" 

""  'o
mprLses 0/rdD rlE ndo. r/ /r 6 no t t. be poft ed, fi.o t s hotse.
is obliged to guidt i ohe.. it udrrs ro go; so in itre so,,u rrotf
ttre ego 1sin tlv habit ol trunsf.Du'g rne rd s I,iU inro o.rroD
os t/ ir ue'" 

',s 
oun .u

Fora de.dde noq Jordan Cr.ndaLt has treen exptorng the
ambg!ous zones berween a!tonomous agen.y:nd obses on:t
comprL!oi ,as theyeme€e n the Lrse of  the fetwo*ed a€vces
thathecal ls vehic les"Hiseart .perto.man.e orei ted.o@oo-
rations \rrh rh€ !L^srgrorp n.orpoEt€d compLrter te.hfoL
ogy nto conrb iatory systems d€rgf€a ro .aratyze colective
(eatons ltopian experimenrl in non,h erarch citcorrtrr!nl
t es Yet rs the lorerner developed at a pdcewith econom.sLo-
baLnation, Crandatl.ame tn,.reas nSty ro see he ghtened nd
v dlalnrob Liry as the flp 5ideaf a tatat nabihatdn af humar
enefgres rn rhe lechnoLogcaly arven socet€s The,de8.e€ of
rreeaom that pr€occupied Horkheimer.nd Freud becdmean
oPen quest ' rn wth n the new .ommlnicai ions med a

01 lslgmund Fr€ud, De fgo ad tr," ra t^." 
-*, ^*,w,so.t, 

p. ts,
t,re fnst quok k r.om MaxHorkhetn€r rhe F.lips€ oln€s, [N.wyo(:
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clandalt's response to the nrassive corporate penet6t on or

the Internetwas double.On the one hand, he d€won the ex

p€rlence of lhe inteEctive perlormances to organjz€ la€e-scale

emallforumt, contibuting to an jnrmanent critique of the

lntemet and the art practices it supports But h€ atso began to

create video-based installations ior museum spaces, vsuarty

representingth€ ways in which military t|acklng and targeting

s)6tems are now abLe to rcach throtgh the scrcens ofour com-

puter vehictes, to minglewith the subjective exPeiences of flesh

and psyche.The develoPment of his projects since the earlv

r99os offers sharp inslghts into the paradoxes ofexlsten'ewlthin

OIF IHE DACE

The !L^sr boxes, multlPles created in NewYork trom 1991 to

1996, werc collabo€tively produced sets of adistic pfoPosals -

objects ani texis, btt atso descriptions aid maPs of actions

Conceived as publlcations, they soughi to rcdistiibute the tra-

ditionat hierarchy of roles imptied bya printed page leditor'au

ihof, ilL!strator, readerl ln the tladition of the artist_audience

rclationsdeveloPed by Filx,t and the rnore participatoryfoms

of conceptual art, they suggested decentered''hoizonral" str uc-

tures of cooPeralion and feedback' predatingthe nternet link

ases we know today, but aLready lnfluenced by the branching

;del of hypertext scripts The boxes ihemseLveq werc 
'onceived

not as obiecte but as vehrcles - de\ices'to odentrh'rcader an'1"

to nake this rcader auole of the prc&d,urcs ol onenration\@

Bv substituting a provisionat assemblage of elemenG for the

pemanent bindingofa book,the boxed sets offered the poten'

tialof a conibinatory system to be played out in space, rather

than contemplated staticatly in the mind! eye lndeed' ElaJt 2

iiTi[* i"t*i* lv *i* x.t!E with the artist' in lo'd'n cFnda\

D/ire l n rRss,c^8rRrD6E,MA$ 2oo31, P 213

I

dealt explicirlywith ,Ihe jpa'al Dr,ve.,
Alradv _ 99 -o2 he il^sr arlists wA.e erpAr..le-ting

srtn reedbar( oops dnd rh. .etarion5 o. vinJat .o d(trdr -ea._
ity - bdore the Interner had made such notons the stuff oJ
everyday life.Ihe establishmenr in Newyork of an electronic
bulletin board q,,stern [BBs] GLLed,'rhe Thing,,,then access to the
ontine te\1 based virtuat environments calted MU Ds and t4OOs
beginning around r993, ma!€ it possibte to experimenr wrm
inteEctive, real,t me fictions,and to combine rhi!spatiallydis_
tunctive role-pLaying with embodied perfomances in a gattery.
n th s way rhe computedzed ,page'cou 

td effecttvely be created
by lhe .eader, but also embodied, n€teriatized, acted oul n mree
dimensions.One ofCrandalt,s key referencer ar the !{ne was
the Brazitian arrist H6tio Oiticica, whose palangold 

Bamenls
had brorght the cotor .ombinations of the construcnv$ pc_
ture plane into socialspace, realizinga virtlatutopia. nasmL
lar way, the participants of !L^sr coutd now difr arjo cdnce
through the city and the nternet, exchanging desnes, culrures,
identities, ealiz nga utopiaf drcam offreedom.

lhis flamboyant, fictionatized experment.tion reached ts
peak in r996with rhe stageser of Bjrf5, inspned by the avant
gade architectuBldesigns of the Soviet artists Ktucis and
Lrvinskii.lt was conceived asa nr!ltimedia perfoffiance space,
with video projections from the webappearing behind the stage
and pinted mate als dtsptayen ii €cks on the arch lecrrBr
frame;video recordings ofthe performaices were uploaded Live
into the rapidt expanding nternet. At rhis point rhe box had
Decome a solid sc!tptLrlal object, a reatprop and a purely vir_
tuaivehlcle,tosignirytharthe,L sI pmject had moved beyond
its initial pr blicational format inro the wo.tdwide electronic

DIs'RISUTED ENVIRONNENIS
Utopianism mingles potiric5 wirh pleasure,exube.dnce, ptay. But

;



2

;
E.

--------

it can only besustained by commun ties that havemanagedto

carve out an exceptionalsocial space, at a distance lrom pre

vaillng norms.This state of grace would rapidv evaPoraie tor

dnrr(J i ingrhe|, .er-e -  tLst  as rher dreanswerebe or4g

technically feasible. Crandalt began to s€nse the shift arcund

r995, when he did a lhow at the 6^LERTE oEsaRcHrv$ in Pafis.

Enrlrled Bla\t Conversjanal Ar.hiv€, I brought the boxed sets

together in a galtery space, butalso lncluded an intea.tive online

componeit and a website n wh ch scattercd iL^$ projects ae

indexed to a random patteri of ftoating, hyperlnked bubbles

lthis'conveEioiatarchive" isstiltontine, atwwwbtasLoE] The

archive was a fid attempt- though stilltoo abstract and €n_

domly structured - to create a broader, more accessible platform

for the d stibution ofthe utoPian adventurc Forthe same oc

casion, Crand.tl began drawing diagrams ot the Pheno-
menoLogical rctations b€tween various spaces and formatc or

perception and nteraction This theoretical reftection on the

structurcs of networked relations contains the germs ot what

would be h s first major museum installaton, trspensior, at

DOCUMENTa x in 1997.
suspeneb,r appea6 to the visitor as a room bathed ln washes

of cotored light, modlLatingat rhlthms which seem io inhere

ro th€ €nlironment cadually we realize that certain patterns

reSster our own movements: another projecuon ls v sibly a

webs te Polished stainless4teelshetves hotn s$ange, hand-sized

deslgn elernents, the so called Rllythnic Fittings, which do rat

quite fii iomfortably in the hand.Thmugh pacing and thebod"

ily incorporation of ftythmr, the visitorsee|<s a tentative fit jnto

a crossjormatted space of technologrcatty mediated p€rception

an interface where Part ofthe input is comingtrom elsewherc

and is perhaps being manipulated by other Peopte.These dis-

tdbuted environments arc an increasingly lmportant pad of

expe'ience today.They are.ccessed through vlrtual tlanspoda-

uon riachines, mass'produced or custoriized vehicles which aim

to configurcto the hlman body, andwtrich in therrturf aemano
anad.ptal ionoir f  e t le( t -  tnerf l  e l l .g4ncF,Lf  F.na8iaton.tr  Ls
nev e^p1a omatrve 1.uer Le on so!,e-y , rpenno, o.Frs
ar 

'ndn5olLbly I l-eo-etr.d a.d e^perenUal Tode! o. ,mmers,on
mro slch spaces- Likethe Blastvehicles, ir configlres a pt.bte,

:al:l 
!Da.eoriel-'ne-nev,yrorwr.r€ Doi-rnsroIncrFc:rrsry

comp e{. socraLtea procedures of orenrahonor
The nature of distibuted environments i5 to distribLrte

In eligen(e, rn€eeo sLDre.riv ry irsF . e^renoriz,ng d\pec\ o.
wrd wF|e rorr.rlv ron<rde.o€ .n.efior. con-aoLs ope?r.on-
lpay n€ at tenion, focLrsing, or ient ing onesetf ,  preorclng

l j . , -1- . ' i " , :  
<eern8 n.o.11ot,on o,  l .errocr.orsj

"h osopFe. i r,e swmt,es drd eiSnles iooke o.a decFnrerig
o' tna sub,ed, aL,(\ rhev (or, err'Fd ds on opFlrnA of t1e se Jro |re o her Br I wf"r rh,. ha, at.o co.e ro nean. ,nce. .ne
corortons ot n.rvlorked gtobdtDdr,on..s tt_a- par o. rhe decr
you are playrng with is under the conrroL of  sonreone or
-omerhneeoe. fdr"way.Ard rne qLesron., ses very pracr,c.[y.
pol ncdllv. today:r! wo de rot rrhy p.ese-r ro oLri.eve.,,ow
can citjcaljudgment be effectivety taken?

At DoculrENr x, Cr€ndau bega,r an anempt ro answer thisqrest oi. la rncl rB a p-og.am In wnr(h !(^sr docrs. wrtrr
dnorner dirJr;or/Ddlrer ro sel Lp a wortdwide eral €eDate.
ro0. le.rou'of  f  e<elar8e-sLdtep.o.ecrsLdvFbeFnunaead.e_.
w{n DocuMrNrA x. w1h rt,! d,gjdlars rou.danon ry!!E^,

^rEuE& 
wjth the,,Union ofthe tmaginary,, freelance curators,

assocranon; and with the London-based rltrlRl|^floN^( rNsrF

il,_r,Eo! TE 
v'sy r 

^lrs 
t|Nvats rnes".otutrs re.Ln,ne a,

ndny ds 8oo )Lb,c.beF dt  Ine heiglr  of  rne <eyebeam>

a

ot t*"'n "*.n eounaJ*!]ffi ,"-or any- reraron ro chnd.|L in the ,.cenr o@t by loEthon c;ry, ja

l:n'iols 
of p.4ephon: A*en.a.. sputu,t". 

"^a 
uoa"_ ..*n

lc^rcirDcE, M^s.: nr rrr$, r999j.
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<bLast> cotlabordtlon, are rhythrxlcalty structurcd wjth a series

of invited guestsappearlngat more-oFless regut r Interv€ts,and

also include .  certaln number of  at tent ive hosts" who

accompanythedisculsion The structuring acts notto inh bitbut

rdther to encourage spontaneity, Potemic, intetuention. l'4any
people forrn extrenrely tight bonds through these forums They

-red .e r- n Tate. yer dl5o hrgl^ly publ c sDar. wh cL rcfl" ls

close to the concernsoftheart stlc mitieu,but is at leatt Paruatty
unbudened ofits customary hierarchies and orderrofspeak ng.

There is an attempt here to pu6ue the expeimentation of the

ear ly ninet es into the fu l l  b lowi space of  t ransnat lonaL

exchanges - to tGnsform the nalve and hopeful constructivist

stageset of 8la!t5lito a pragmaticatly effectlve ptatfom, a

credibte and functionlng archltect!re ol engagement.

IRAC(iG

- rle a.rll. !toprdr De od ofe{Del nentarion. eLecom11rn

cations interfacer were mainly conceived in terms ofa possibility

to jnteract with distant partners,openingup new intersubjective

freedoms.Today we are faced with the loorning reaLiry ot the

database, infomed by technologres of track ig and capable of

mplementing a multtude of ta€eting devices and ltrategies.

lhese te(1_ologi.s of oveMhel11 ngly m,l,Iary or gir. are

cuffently being used for ma*eting, taking advantage of the

multipLication of netwof ked environrients where ete.rronic

windows both provide and Sather infomation. Cr.nd.lt now

speats of a Dody-machine ad8..onp.ex," wlirh d LCIL'ej
' a prctisional i^tedofit:r... in tere of routings thrcugl\ tt& bodl

thar help to aletentLi.ne acceptable porumete/s of moeement.
gesrure. arLdbehatior"oslhis means that the militarized lmage

sees u5 as much or more than we see i! rhat it inforrns us in
the double sense ofrheword, exteniing its srimutiinto bonily
and psychic inrimacy, and remodeting the p€rceptuat and
communicational environment on the basis of the information
garnercd.

It is this active, sighted image rhat Crandau has atrcmpreo
ro repres€nt in the video insraltation Drive, first shown at the
NEUE GALERTE of 6raz,Austria, in February 2ooo. Divided into
seven tracks,' the instattation erpe.iments with muttiple
presentation media lindividual viewing go8lles and a porrable
DVD deck, in addition to walt projecrionsl, but above a[, with
dr'trent 'egDrdnor dna .ndlycr+ororocot\ ,.r/de the Inrge.
The green traceries of movement,tracking software confiSure
aro rnd a 'Llr .g body Loo'oinate grids.pDea. w.tr,I rrn"ges
shot irom the eye5 ofsmad bombs ormissiles. Reddtsh thermat
imaging ptays against the eerie green of night_vision vrdeo
fecoriings. Certain rrack osciltate berween recording formats,
l50r exampte a hand cranked camera ustngbtack_ana_white fitm,
Hi8 video,a suryeillance camera, digitat vtdeo f.om a weaable
Dvcam. Although sorne of the footage is bor.owed ldemon
stration films from arms manufacrureEl, the majorry or rne
tGcks have been filmedwith actors underCr.ndaltb a r€cuon.
Perhapsthe mosr successfut foltows a woman through passive
aggressive sexuatscenaios, miffor and tetephone scenes, and
Into the molded se€tsofasenslatautomob le -wtth the cme.d
inciting, configuing, and registering the div€s. Anorher track
stages the permutating subjecr positions of a fantasmatrc
matix, based on Freud s c.se ttudy, A child i5 Beinq }eaten.,
cLrnshots, explosions, sounds ofltapping flesh, voice; ano the
Pulses of light sink into rhe rhythm of your own foobleps,
pefhapsyourown heanbe.t, asyou pace from foom to room.

None ofthese mages yet regster rhe prcsence of the vNror
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o.{ I Inromation ahout the Bt.rt rorums an be folnd at ww.blastolg; a

coopleie aKhive is MllabLe ror <eyeb€m><blasb and a book wEion
k forthcominp frcfr D,A.r 05 I tnh and the tollding quorej a" f-n D,i""rp, u.
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- we are stilldeaLing here with the rcpresenlanb, or a proc€ss-

image, and notwjth a Live instantiation oftrackingtechnohgres
or modulating environm€nts.Yet one can suspect that rcaltime
dataprccessing wilL make its aPpearance jn crand.ll's foture
installations, giv€n hi! extraordi'rary capacity for research and
his curiosity notiust for technoto$/, but for the way ihat rt
evolves in tunewith lociatani inumate relations

SEEIXG IACX

What appea6 uncertain is the luture of the !L 5r collabo6tions

Prolongingthe breakthrough of th€ conc€Ptual arirts who r |5t

integGted space for citicaldialogue intothe fom oftheirwoR'

the emalLdebaies have sought to op€n uPa new inteB'rbiecuve

fleld of €ftexiviry, resPonding to and displacing the norms oi

dlstrbuted envlronments.Will such initiatives be abte to answer

the powerfully 
'romrative 

machinery represented in the t€cG

of Drive? In hls theoretlcaL wrlting, Crandatt describes the

dataprocessingcapacities of the corPoEte and state powe6 as

glving dse to a demographic r€alm that constitutes an'image

of the peopLe" thrcugh o.olculus ofnatuogeable inreftsts.

apitui.ons, pattems, and funcrions He seeks to undersiand
'hov thelogic of denogaphyhas be@me a panituIat hirtd of

inptueed.denoctacy, how lts feedback circults produce and

depend on'ltatistical Persons."
The degrce of fteedom that we may enjoy within such an

"improved democracy" becomes an urgent question as the

miLitary economicengnes reach beneath ouf animalskins'again

,howingthetr e"ornous powFr Io convin' e I'e humal spedes

that we are drlving in dircctions of our own choosing. In this

context, situations of coll€ctive pedornrance, of theatricalized

communication, can oPen uP the socialsPace ot a Learnrng

pmcesswhee the dives and the possibilltiesoi self-conduct can

be played out ln contact with and under the gaze of otheB Such

space!, which experiments like the il^sr forurns allow us to

a

e
I
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glimpse,must beat oncetechnologicaLand culrural, geocuttural,
rvolvrngi g,ear d:ve5,ry ot persons. erpefiences, ta_8ua8es.
re*r On".". 

'n"g*- 
particrtddy h hSht of rhe eme€rng

rransrdtonalsoLalrovenents_tnar rhechdn.eroredrn,nor
one! prcpef place,buta rhlrhm of displacement throuSn.nese
drverse and dive-set mediared connLnitFs. woJld contl|bJte
to Il-e po5s.bihtv or erercising co[e.lrve judgmelt < about rhe
evounon ot the vasl,ltsrriDned ervnonment!that sou.pkrer
unaer the r€gime ofglobalization.

. 
But aDp.opnare and lnovarive J(es of re.h.otoav .s weh

lrrrils ro rts use, wl. at5o be essenr..lto avord stand;r,ranon
and the oltright rcpression of differences. The openint ro rne
othe..nd to I s or 1e, Dan,cular -me is su.ely an onrotogrcot
(ondr l 'o. .a. .va, labi l , tvo.beirg 

d5thephrtosophe-srertJ i ,Dur
rr E aEo a qlestion oftechnics, oftactics.Andthe role ofartistic
exp€nmentation is there. The cha[enge today, ,br artists worxrng
w(r retwor(ed ervironmeriq, ir to Lont,lJe (rear ing.nter.cNe
proroLoElrar\raddhrheo.hne/oifl,nearv.de: 

odep.oy,cne,
more sophisticated archives, and to tink them inio shared
srtlations which may offer some chances for seeing back
lhfouCl 

the screen of a nomalizing ,image 
of rhe peopre, an

rmage that has already begun to see us and totakeforrn even

t
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What does a museum produce? yo! hiv€ ro wofaer,
rook ng at rhe new rarE MoDERN - a hug€ factory reconverted

Enter, tik€ | drd, by the tttle door atong the
Thame, There, dLrringthe exh birion CerfuryCiOl, you round an
nrormanon oooth:sleeki s tenr, mptacdbte, an almosr dlrr n
islrat ve sort ofrh ng.Cotored pdnek oftext !!i[ dnswer aLryour
qLrestrons, wrth a collage of theorericatphrases tke lhese:

'Ihto\gh.Ldtgo dudien\s, d care lun t;ng issLe, encad.d bf
eague ettLnt dndunderctd* ideotog". museuns ore scnoot
'  "Ed rea at  dpr ot ,  t t , ,a,  tu a" t  n tonotnn s",14, .
cu t  r '  p pdufol ,a^ ; .  np.d.  t l  b" ,  at . ,  "  ot  or t  t  no.  nc
ee$atihtf af thought a\d. character hecome n..usst]y
su' ie ol s k il L s in th e sup er 7t u id, tu a * / cnn sla,er s or a e ry. out
o 

l t  " r  "qu^, , ! "  la '  pra uq - ,  o h p n p, , , rpatu t  p pat , tot
.tno t hr' utt t,o 1 tJpfon.. ", a" an I o n d ! hp, fan"F r
and poLiticat ate tumcd into so nany fams al cu\ture. . . ]t
t '  no longa uvtrL tot  or  n at la, ,p.  t .  t ,o. t i , .anot r  u 

^.  
o

cn'ada aJ r ,nt ,  ot .nst ; t ,FoF. thp.p s,  tu,Lt*  oF tL,u pon
ofthe knauLedge utrh uhich ins,ir&rions dlg consiru.red.

Presented lke ,r pubLic service, rhese complicdted star€nrents
g ve you a rath€r anxio!s feeL ng, prrticuta.ty becauqe rherr
sorrcesare nd cated by toSos th.t distort rhe n! mes. ftora5,
Harry Ct€ver, Felix Sflder MEDE^ Network, Hardt &
Negri . Who exactty is €ducating !s this way,:boLrt the rea
sons roiourown educat or n th€ nruseum ? After some sei rch
Ing VoL l r rd d rre adIo ' rFDelo o.n. , ,Den.r , , j j
t1aL,tu 12ooa. '4nd a \o,  no. .Lp(o.  o4dd n" e.Loi
me show, an en gmati. statemenr I ngers

Ihop orc , .F^ .n l tk al , /n L"oan. iJ onp ,  o" tht lk
dl tPrcntt t  ond p, t ,p, .p r t i l l rpat t /  thon a""  . , , . , "
absa,tuktynea$a.f if ane is to go ontaoking dnd" rcfiecri^g
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'tT'{EUf,Enterthe exhibition itself, wherc a barage of capitatl€tters an-
nounces what's aheadr r,loscoq rAcos, NEw YoRX, vrENNA,
roxYot P Rrl Rro oElaNErRo,MrrMMr/EoMsAY,LoNDoN. cenfrry
Clty isnl exactly hlding its toLrist appeal But this is a sophist
caied form oftou sm, moving thrcugh um! as welt as sPace
we'r€ supposed to take a trip across the twentieth c€ntury,
lhrough ninesignillcant moments in the hlstoryofnine cities.

The exhibition is sklLlfully done, without belng synematic:
each module ha! been framed by tocal curato6, to ensLrre origi
naLity nthebestofcases,lke'L cos 1955-1970,' the |esults are
impressive, rnlxing the vlsLrat arts with a range of culturalprac
tlces. To describe fifteen years in the tife of a great Afr can city,
the turdtors of 'LAcos' decided io sptit theifspace in two. On
one side, paintings aid sculptrre gen!re towards a vitine fitled
wlth llterary works, while a vldeo monltor presents thearer In

the other, more 'ethnographic' seciion, a ta€e c ty map helps
ierrhelo drron.wLLq s ' le-hed oJ( by selef l  o lq ofm.8.71e
and record coverr, pages fiom an architectural journat, btack
and-white snapshots from iihabitants'archiveq, and an aston-
ishlng grorp of inrages showing wor'ren's halrstytes.The sounds
of Fighllfe music fLoat in the alr, like the viial fiythms of an
amblenc€, the immanent beat of a cuttufat scene.

The rclatlve success of '!^cos' leti you judge the other mod
ules: fantastic glaphic! and paintings for Moscow, but not much
in the way of popularculture; N.wyoRx,bcsh and stagey and
typicaLty overdone: Rro, very elegant, but austerc when you've
been there - androwo is insiguing,vrENNA a bltdry, etc.These
are the kind ofcompaisonsthe exhibition asKyou to mak€.And
such interpretations are the museumb Primary Prcduction, tiraf s
exactly what the visitor can learn:how to distinguish the cities
that really count, how ro consume lheir images morc intelli-
gentv, as world-cLass siies in an economy oi tourisrn. Because

there's no rnore pdssrve consumprion associologistJohn urry
,ay(. r acio of Anthony ciddens. th,s i\ rte dre of lte .re
f le{ve tou.st  r ' t rd letr ,oLnd 

rheStobe h€s Dp(omF d w.y tor
post-trddit onalsrbjecrs to.ompare v!fiere they are w th where
they have been, to situate themsetves in rirne.nd space even
as rhey move to discover their nrargins of freedonr wnar one
learns to produce and to express is preciseg this mobility be,
tween cities, between mental f|amewo*s, berweei differenr
levels of hierarchy and spontaneity.

. 
what rhen woutd be rhe sp€cialrelation between uns pro

duction of the seLfas interpretive mobitiiy,and the phys cdlspace
wnere ine muleum is located?Thatk what we,ltfind out in the
London modrle, Lrnder rhe titte ,pt trrrmgrlreCIOI, is the exis_
tennaLexperience of London that is vato zed her€, as d kae
mark qual ty in the metropoliran competirton: the show hleds
the.uo*ing ptocessr @nd liees of artij;^, the neluorhs, att -
dnes and sttucrwes l,hi,chhaeehetped.ndkelnnd.on oM afthe
notLt4pono4.r'tps fot thp p"oduction olfonteapo4l an.
daLgn on d lAshnn M Lurcp?.ozrhe r .d-stor-a. .o;  o,  r r  e . i .y
into an image begins at a moment of decadence, and contin,
ues wth a revolr.The cuttuct effetuescence of London rs saE
to originate with the financiatcrisis at the close ofthe €ighties,
when artists. datSners and c ultutaL enttepreneug ofatl kiads
are beLcomed,ba,ih into the empty propemes tnot tn; spec'to-
toBcdn@totugetrtLl Cassettes produced by rhe uNDERcur_
r.xrs coltective or rhe artist J€remy Deuer show the polirical
protesrs that punctuated rhe njneties, notablyonthe nitiativ€
ot rhe youth nrovement i€.larr, flre srr€e&j and photo and
Moeo cocumenrs ofallsorrs seek to give us the feelor a care-
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u, tFnn Urry, "Touftm, TErt dnd rhe Mode.n Subteci", in.Corrunirg
pra.er lbNDoN:Rour*Dc€, r9951, pp. r4i-rzo
02 | Ehm. D.xtGr,,'picludng th€ Cir!,,jn:Century et :Anand cutture in
tu,Mn Metropolk,pp.lo-9s,cr., r rE HooERN, bNooN, F€b. i - Apnl
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free artistic tifestyle built up on a shoestl ng, far from th€ stock'

market carcs of the clty. Fath on Photographer .,nrgen Tetler

compiles a catalogle of the girls who've knocked at hE door'

,earching for the gtory of glossy papei and culator Etnma

Dext€r quotes thoughtr by Henri Lefebvr€ on the sPontane

oos poputar usesof"!dan objects " She etPtains: '?he @r& slg

gests the n).h of the utudiscorercd beaury Jbutud on rh4 citv

streets. a tuu natedaludtingtobettenslonwd \er I s not

in he wo d o_ r gh .drh,o'. oLr ral, er in Ih6 ,Lv F flagdrina\

that this transfomation of use valLre rcaches lts peak. Huge

prints of images created for the nagaTine Dazed and Confused

hang in the great hall,atthe maln entry and exit ofthe museum:

portGits haloed with sery grunge or intig!lng detorrnltv' accord-

ingtothe canon set long ago by Ihe Face lt is inthe mulil'lltural

diversiry of these identity shots that ther rE MoDERN s publics

shoutd learntoseethemselves,asinhabi tantsandPrcduce6ot

Thus it is an aenhetcized use value that the rArE MoDERN

offersto it5locatpublics and tothe rcst ofthe world,a(a rrade

mark urban image.The image can be.onslmed n a shiveror

expeieice, by any vlsitor who accepts to go seeking ror that

padicutar London. lis adverusing appeal seNes ihe aim5 oi the

real estate operatlons on this slde of the Thames, where the

specutatoE.an easlly make good business deats todav."'And in

a Longer-term educational s€nse, this inrage can also help inte-

graie a pad of the Bitish poPutation blt onty a palr - nto

the cultuGl and lnformational economy of globalzed captat-

03 l one mieht €.lL that century cityi naar H ollvuood was bofr ol a rcal-

.srate s.heme fueL€d by th. film industry' shtren zukin3 e$3y in the

cataloEue, How to Create a Culturc CaPital," povides a pto€6m ror the

new rcalenai€ booster wnEt she caLls "ih€ attidc mode of pbduclion."

o,( lThe tem "intomational econony' com€s rbm the book Lv Manu€L

ca3t.lG, 7h. Rle oltle Net*ort5d.,e0/ loNooN: lucM4|- 19961; it in

Themuseumisdefinitelyaiedu.ationaL nsrituton,,crpon!,
inglo the imperatives of Blair! Thtrd Way. Bur what it offers are
mobility lessons lor a "sovereign ind vidual,'.os t s a tlaintng
ground forwhat L€slie Sktatr, the business soc otogist, calls in
a viotently lvlan(ist ru.n of phrase,,the rransnationalcdprarsr
cl.ss. sklair believes he has idemified th€ dynamics of a ,,gLo-

balizing prolect,'pushed ahead by bLrsiness inteests, but atro
sLrpported bya state secror Iglobalzing bLr€aucrals and poLi,
ticians"l.This project, whose unfinished character he underltnes,
is upheld and rena€.ed destrabLe by the ,,cutture ideotogy of
cons!meisnr,ii manlfest notably in the emergence and consoti
dation of "global brands."wirh a Cranrscian anatysis, sktair
shows how thisglobalzing projecr land its sLrppod]ngcoalirion
of interestsl could offer a seres of answeE to the hegemonic
crisis of theWeLfare Stare Answ-qs inconceivabLe witnou rie
involvemenr of intellecruats and .utr! rat programmers:

AcenttuLpaft oltlwuork olthetrd snational class is to
fontildtp I arpototp gLoboltrdtr on throngh et o^o^tc,
politicdl a,.uln're-id,@log. vork 16

That last is what the rArr MoDFRN provides whether rs
dnedors and culato6 have reflected on it or not.To visit the
museum, to consurne the experence w th one's own paartcular
style, is to become a globat/ine{rr and to increase ones
chances of becoming d properry owner, or a rerrler, in a wona-

dicates th€ key rcle of infohation-prccessing ii all typ€s of conrempo-
rary produ.tion, cultuEt producr! and s€ryices are therctore onty a parr
of the la€er tnfotuational .conomy.
05 | see lan.s D. Dwidson and Lord w t.i R€.j-M6.g, rhesoy€erg,
hdidad : How t su di re a nd rhnve D u i n 9 th e cola p k of th e we lIa E sta E
lNEw Yoe* 

'noN ^No 
rruyR,19e7l.

06 | t !li.sklllr, rre Ia,n,rio,, capibtsr ch$ [bNooN: cucrwR!
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INSIDE YHE SPECTACLE

Parisian lnsttutions wil[probably never produce such an overt
celebration ofartl rcle in realestate specutation But Francel
ideologicalhistory pe.mits other flgLrrcs of adaptation to the

'ow< of global,zed cap taL. n LhrnlIng of a ndl(o-ATAi'a_

exh biton that draws a stlange conclulion from the lnsights of
cuy Debord, by prcposing to go beyond" - 0r mayb€ just in-
slde the spectacLe. Presented at the poMprDou CENTER irom
Novembeza, ,ooo, to lanua ry 8, 2ooi, Au-dek du spe.tacle
reads as a syntherls of two currcnts of thoughtr one devetoPed
in France in the r99os under the name of the "relational aes
ihetlc";the otherofBrltish origins, but now establshed ln allthe
English spedkingcountre5rnierthenameof "culturalstudies."

The challenge that the relationalaesthetic set tself was to
lnd viduatDe the r€ception of mass-produced lmages,ln orner
to transform thern into rnore-or-less intimate means ol com-
mLrnication There was a use vatueto be found inthecommer'
ciatimage, in response to the sitLrationst critique of contern
porary alienation by the media'7 Beyond the pass vity of the
spectacl€, there would now be a soclety ofactive bit-players or
Stand ins" ll&urar.sl, €ach constructing a peKonalzed tssue
ofrelationswlth the symboLic materlals rnadeavailabl€ by the
culture indrstry.The rcl€ ofthe artist is to produce subversive
models of a free,'interactv€" behavior with n a thoroughly
commod fied nredia soclety.

The hlstory ofAnglo Amer can clltu€lstudies is obviourly
somewhat more comptex, but !t too iurns cenirally around re-
ception n a 1973 article, theorist Stua.t Halt srggened ihat
the televised message, "encoded" at the moment of its trans
mission by a dominant emltter, has then to be'decoded" by alt

the people and social groups to whom it was .ddressea. Aga n *
l r i .anaLr iveorocF{\  l [aa n oniag 6token.thercronbpao I
consrapnoi  An€r.p,ec,qe.yhorghLhe 

^e 
o-rhe 11",-  !

,ase r.a, r!  e a.,vry beco-1e,,;",.", ,  
" " ", ; . ; , . t ;  aneaning is not atticuLated.inpructice, it has no effect, .. ane i

::.,::: :t]"*':' 
a "orer.rrea rrearrne [,r,e oii socchr I, E

me dom nant em itrefl, a ' neeot ated,' meanrnA lwhrcl.e.a n co-.e.r o, r1e LJ; -;;: ":;;,;il ";";."tT; 
J

'oDposirio-al' mea. ng lae' vr8 r.e eg,r,rd(y o r-F e5t.D
I t  ed order a roedne., 'ne nagor. ted .Fddrng gor lae non
Interest trom cLrltu€t studi€!. This type of anatss, apptied to
worK ng-class groLrps, could make visibLe forms of resistanc€
where purc passiviryseemed to reign.The idea was used to study
the'subcultLfe( of alienated udan youth, who identif ieo mem
setves by their paricutar receptio,r of commerciatmusrc and
lashion. Brt the same appmach coutd also serve th€ neeos or
mlddle-class .ollege kids [and professo|5], unwi ingro conceive
themselves as rhe pure prodLrcts ofadv€rtising.Todaythis togic
n.s Decome a way to cetebrate the supposedly nfinite to.atdif
rcrences that spring frcm a wortdw de distribution ofsrandad_
zed commercalgoods.6

i fF two.Dp.o.c 'e<- re€t io.a.  desr lF.  csdna nep.- : rpd
'eceDL,on .  c,op rp "r 'e-ywhe,e "  

.h" 
" ,h 

b, ,J; l - ; ; ;
poMprDou cENrER.Ihe nstallation frrclubblhg, caried out by ,
Alexa.dre P€rigot in coLtaboration with yorng music_tovers,
sa pe.rF4 $an pLe.The.n 5r h.( cyFa eac- otr1A pdr|(rpa1L5
ro srg t te a-1eofrhe, r8vor re sLd. r  D.gnL Lotor)on tdrg"

oB I sru..t H:ll rnrcd,ns/Decoa.fi" c,t*;"a". r-9-,,9"..a,
r natret 4 l-oNooN: _u rcHNbN. 1e3ol, f,Rr prot,$.d ar a.Slen.ted
paper'in r9Blpp,t2B-133

07 |See l6r.s Bourl.od, Eirri&i9,e€latid,,€lla [ouoN: rs rrEss6 DU

09 | Ihe $a chdge sefrt to .ome about with tha massiw expotr.ron
orculLuEliludies ro rhe USA in rhe ea y 1q9os,arEgkre@ byan.^
*nery tr(r\ dnrholoor culru.ar shjdrer, €ds. r crcb€B.l .1. lNru yorl
RoFEXEileqzt.
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white sheets of PaPer,like graffitltags on the subway.Thewatts

and floorofthe instalhuon space are l]ned w th these signatures

The investr.€nt of the musical product wlth personal enelg)/,

expressed in a ftetoicalfigure of ldentity and assembLed n an

ephemeral conrmunlty, could hardly be betier tltstraied

Not far from there yoLr fnd a more en gmatc proposatby

Dougtas Gordon, Somerhin4 Between I4y Mauth andvout Ea.

The title seems to deslgnate an express ve or aesthetic produc'

tjon thai floats somewhere betw€en the creatlve stbjectivltyof

the artist and the p€rception ofthe spectatorAnd yet the in

stalLation space s entlfely emPry, excePt for a hr'fi set playing

poptuies from the r96os Here it isthe spectatorwho should

crcate the work directly, throlgh a peEoialrecepton ot the

music But how can we be sure that slmPly Listen ng i, enough

to produce an artwo*? The artist has a way io fend off thh

obvious question, wlth a littleheLpfrom his own biographyThe

hitswe hear madethe charts in r966, duringthe nine months

of DouSlas Gordon's gestation.The titte couLd then be ad'

d€ssed to theanisi's mother, refering to the songs that r€so-

nated inthe lntra-uteriie sPace between herearand his molth,

in a momentof pure €ceptivity b€fo€ he gave hls iLrst cry

With this detourthrolgh chlLdhood,the passivityoi recep

t ion b€comes a product lve nalvetd.  And to 'act ivate" the

artworks, the spectatou will be nfantitDed, constantty On open

lng ilght they can adnrlre took allkes ofth€ir favoite 5ta6, or'

der€d from a catalogue for teenage festivities; or tlrey can put

on furry anlmalcostumes to amuse theLr fiends Nearby they

can ptay bltliards or foosbaLlon an eLevated ptatform thatcap

tu.es alL the gazes Fora little more fun,jlst throw inthe facile

kitsch ol Jefi Koons, some titiltatlng sex courtesy oi Paul

M.carthy, and above atl tots of rock'n?oll. But there arc aLso

the "th€oeticaL" works that expLaln the hidden secrcts ot the

show: the piece by Plerr€ JosePh, Snow WhiE lchatactet far
Reac,lvatiorl, which is a commercial costyme to be animated

by oLrr m€mo es of a Disney creation; or the video by pierl€
Hvyghe, Na 6hastlust a she ,which ,diverts,,a 

Japanese rnanga
crdra(.er '. rhc Srdna <rtlatior st rradrr,on. ro Ta<F ir InLo d
oev,drr .ign." a prodlLt ionprta. y Fnoowed w,lr ,rie.y.l

oev'an(ea5 dso.,ooSica ,eaht) _ o.e of rne gFd I co1.e15 or
'  Jr i  lc ts ' ld F\ .n rhe r9los s rota yab\enr io l1 .heFxhrb
ror.  

' {dr tor  i r  'q a qLesnon of  rnpornS naw p,oalr .  v"  d o
.o'lmpnve io.T< l€g,rrrarea by a re5 dLdtconceprrol ot rfe

Can we speak of a ,teftecring 
nruseum,,when the public look

rnto the rnlfforof irs own narcissism, in order to feed d cyc€ or
cr'ttuElproduction?The unfortunate facr is that a[this has been
concev€d qu te consciolsty,as a.hance forart tosurv ve in rne
erdo'8loba,rede,rFndrment.oAt st . te s newdye..hspec-
rdlo willindrv d,Lat,y Fwod cn 

",ou""n-" 
o,.o, 

".,iu"..."ptron. And 'work' is the key word here. Because th€ puotrc oi
conLenporarv arL coLf\  d nth per.F rraSe of  r11m"re.rar
raDorel : ou.ndt srs. styt \ts Srapli. .r | ,,r. Dhor oSr.pnerq. cr
emaroS'dpiars mrrL d-. .  deigners.  a.Lhrre(r(  dLa ov(udl
rpLh. | ! ra l . .advernirBnea-ve..e.( . tor  r r -e)e,p,o<Lne(,- t -e
mlseum can be an exce ent plac€ for the producrion oi new
raeas, nor because it offe|s an encoLrnter with abnEct fom, pufe
style orabsobre originaLiD/, but becarse iratLowsone ro expe
nence and observe th€ reception of new behavioG, new rntoF
matronal prodLrcrs - products as 5ophisric.red as the generaL

:

e
q

rol rn,r'" e."'.un.or"rogu".,*i:iiifrffi,".,.,,r
11n:lppe:.1mo@ 

an,!eetk of a i.nc."witn rhe.urru6r indJsrnes.

:l'lr:,::f::::n8 
h,mFJ tthrce tins in d,o*tac.ri{ dnt(haee o,popu6m:-rhir ids n mr dbdr popLlism, but irdd k !o.ns;s. an aud .

en.. ,n th; day and age. n behoou", * ,o t.ot 
", 

r,o* ,r,u .",r"".n."n,
nounry€ngd8.s irsauden<e...wllatr,nd<orleso$onbeins,tunoma,
5dw]- dnd providin8 a phauEDte e,peiena o. mu,eumi tea^ r,omuBf.y d r he Mdll of.Ammkl ae t. tntna,n. t ile., cutltv pt16uc,. cat ,watrerArtcenter,Minn€apotk,Feb. tz ADrt jO,ZOO0 D 2t
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pubtic, but close to each of its membe6, oPen to creative ap-

propriation Particlpating ln this approPriation, underttandiig it

and instigatjng it anew through the fabrication of objects or

signs, is a way to be pad ofa prcdlctlve cycLe, even when vou're
momentariLy 'on vacation." As Maurlzio Lazarato and his

colteagoes have wrltten: lnnatundllabor giees fom to the

tasles. needs and imaginalion of the public/consuner' nale'

nalizingthemi"rt prcd,uctsbhich, in thei tum, become Pouer

ful producere of needs, tastes, tno.gindtion . Theautho6gve

shaper focus to the s€me id ea: 'The us. dh'e oJ this We of

uo* lrhe infotuatiotual atud cubutal cotuletutl irself feek the

The rarE MoDERN sublimat€d the llved exPerience of the city,

cr€atingan mage that adds to the culturatskitls ofthegtobaLiz-

ing/eneur The exh bition at the Po nDou cENTER takes one

step more.coing not beyond, but inslde the sPectacle, Lt situ-

atesthe use vatue of art entlrelywithin the reatm ofthe com_

modiry,'telatlonal" as it may be.Artisticpractlce becomes noth'

lng riore than a way to move ltu dly between the fleld! of farh-

ion, desiSn, musicand cinema lwhich s exactly ihe program or

Nlcotas Bourrlaud and his coltaborators at the new PALATs DE

ror(yo in Parisl. No longer s any retatlonship to the teffitory

need€d; and the museum, with its fashlonabte PUbLic all those

who have leamed to playthe ight garies can indulge ln iiii

nite self-reflection, before the rnirfors of the infonnatlonal

IHE t'iUsEUM AS A SoalAL IABORATORY

Wiling in 1986, the Cerman so.iologist Ulrich Be.k showed

how lmpossibLe it is for modern democratic governments and

administrations to .arry outa citlque ofthe majororientatrons

llJlcoo..l, r.r. r,u*'.t", r. r'r.srl, r€ rdin de rEv.i/ tD'arclbl lfrl

or society ["progfess'] Faced with rhe isk oftechno-economrc
oevebpment,embodi€d arthetime by the nuctear industry, such
a (t|que appeared errremely urgent: modemity had to learn to
'e're.r or rl\ own Dao.rie- D Beck prFd(rFa rle g,ow 1g,m-
Dold rco ot !o. dl aove nen s as rte suD Dotrkdf ager ts of
lhrs 

- 
I qJe. he cl.o por rea ro rf e mpond..e o, et\( al sran(es

within the professionat disciptines. Throughout th€ 199os, and
now again wrh the demonstrations againn corporate gtobali
zation,events have proved him right.

Can rhe museum become a site for artistic demonnrdrons
otthis social rcftexvity? Can it become a sociat tabor.rory
redefiningthe meaning of progresr? With the intensifying grip
of the informationaL economy on al l  aspecrs of n!man
commLrnicatton, we reach one of rhose moments ,@hea
knouing if one can think d.iffetentLy dad. perceiw d.iffercntrr
tho\ oap se$ is dbsolukry naesotu iJ on" 6 Lo go oa tooking
ondplpningnt oU. labl |r ldbort  lLs$ir t  -perceprior ard
tho{ght, one woLrl! first have to dispel the postrnodern
en.nanirnent,and cease to belevethat culture, polirics ano flre
economy are atways inseparabte, cdught in a sysrem or
rec procatly produced effects with no exjr concretety, for an
art strc institution, that woutd mean seeking other publics,
outsde the f lows of nrernat ionalto!r tsm, outside the
productive loops of immaterial La bor. The museum has rc open
ts doors, or berter, shift its resources toward rhe sources or a
ralu."r \  a ienarron.,o. area rr  so. idlana p,y.hiL sD.(es a- d
d6t.nce irom the dominanr syst€nrs, orin opposirion to rhem.
But this is exlremely difficutt for mlseums to do, becau5e nor
only must they invent new processes for working with their
publ cs - ar rhe rsk of lpset|ingthe internal hierarchies of rhe
Instrtutioi but at the same time, they must atso legittmare the

i
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12 | uki.l BRk, Rft rocre.v [Lo**,."ilrgzr,i c*" 
"d,r,.".ta8 la natupole patisien b^ats: t H^rH^r N, 1996l PP '12, 33. 19361.
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results before fundlng bodies and trustee boards, without any
help ffom the usLral crlteria, which only relay the logic 0f the

fo 
'o 

neyer'( now rh" MUs
Barcelona has been trying to do jlst ihis.Ihe rad caliry of its

attempt only becarie vlslble recentt inOctober rooo, with a
program of presentatlons and wo*shoPs aimed atsparkiigan
encounter between artlsts and social movements.To launch the
p'oglar wlch d?s. rhe (o*eq relcesof a se' e. o .m'ndn

on an and potitlcal economy the museLrm turned to an artist_
activist,.lordi ctaramonte, who for his own ends brought
rogerher a dozen Inte ndtion.lp'oIFsI Srorp5 urder Lhe 'onr

tltle 'On Direct Actian as One ol the Fire /rtJ.' ln a moment ot
necessary confrontation, the innitution had to rccogniz€ the

distrust of Barcelonak marginalized nhab tants toward lhe
museori and its whlte b! td ng, a pseudopictorial moiument

deslgned by Rl.hard Meyer, and linalted ln a deteriorated
neighborhood as a brldgehead for advanc ng gentrlfication. To

stave off rcjection ltwas decjded that the events would be held

outside the bu [d]ng, ii the meetlng hatlof an anarch st union.
The week-tong program took place to a packed house, beiore

audiences that woutd usuatly remaii atoof from the museum.
50 far, thatl nothiig re.tly new because such events

happen elatlvety often in oraround nruseums, bringingan aLr€

of radical chic beforc they dlssotve back nto nternatlonatspace
Yetihistime the museum prolonged its support to localgro'rPs
thathadsprungup aftertheweek longexchange, rentinga space
for their activlties and supplying some funas for the purchate

ofequiprnent and materaLs. Forthe youig peopte involved, it

is primarily a matter of devetoping alteriative media and

contemPorary strategles of pollticat Performance in the neels

The flrst aciions of these grcups now called L^s 
^cENcr^s,

each with its own speclalty-werc conceived for a meetlng ot

the woRLD !^Nx in Barcelona ln late Ju're ,oo1.Ihey werc

camed olr auring hoge demonstEtions thai were th€re hetd
despite the cancettauon ofthe meet ng by the.^Nx, pLagueo
by ts ongoing cdsis oftegirirnacy.

Srch support or tocat activist gro!ps is anything bur ordinary;
yr' .t onlv co^trture5 rl-e 10(t opell!, rdnsSre$ive dsped o-
I.e rrseJn s p oSran. In pdraie, ro -he pol.rrcat cd,vities of
L^s 

^crNchs, 
rhe exhibition Docunertary prc.esses seeKs !o

initiate localpublics to contempoGry trends in a mucn rcnger
history of 'alternative media,"onthe bordei ne between aftand
joumalism.Workshops given by rwo docLrmentary artists, Marc
P€taut andAlain sekula, help to deepen the rransmission of
th6 hrstory.The potiticatside of the progr€m is comp(eted by
the opening of rhe exhibttion Arrago.risrD, which directty
Inquires lnto the forms of pot ticaL cornmitrnent wjthin the I eld
o'_onlerporary d1. rhe e^t b ron wr -o doLbl hetpregr,mare
I_o oc.l Ptorerl €div tres. whr.h - rhe- I nn wrt €l.ow -or 

"cntrque of interndtiondl aftistic iorms, atnrost invar aDry
reinforced by such large rhematic exhibitions.

That k ind of  locaL/globatd alect ic is at  the hear!  o i  rne
museum's proSram, whkh attempts to reinscribe a specific
clltu|al history that of Barcetona, Catatrnya .nd Spa n _ ,nto
ttre standardizing, exclusionary iartative of Euro American
modemity. An exhibition of rhe cinema of pere portabe[a,
mounted tn February-March 2oor by the arr ist  Marceto
Exp6rito. o"F ed an earaddr. ary d..ds, -o onty ro rhe wo,k
o thr<'d*rorgorer r Inn atar DLt dlso ro tp Jnrvelse of nrs
criticdl and cfeative references [presented in the form of books,
lou.naLs andv deo tapesl.The visiror coutd consrtr the,narerals
f.eely, or fotlow different critical irineraries through portabelt ,e
work; and at night in the museum arditorium, one cortd see
srreeni.Ssor tqe lilms Inlod r(ec ald co-rrF,led Dy Sp.n,:L
rrrrmckersdt iL lo lar j  )JcrarFrta-ve-roDihzF<protes:on,
and aiscipUies wirh a history longer than thar of corporare
globalization, drawing on ethicaL and erisientiat inter€sts outstde

_c
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the seductions of the t.ansnauonaI capitatist class.lswith simrtar

ntentions, the mus€!m has begun to organlze smalt read ng

groups aroLrnd, for exampLe, the wo* of a ph Losopher tike a

Jacquee Ranciere, almost unknown ln Barcetona.Ihe aim

seems to be to qrenon and nlmulate indlviduals, but ako to

answer in t e tl€ c t u a ln e e d s, to filLhithe.to unsuspected gaps

Maybe the more modest asPecls of the Program can best

ruggesr ts possibilitles. An exhibition ot drawings from the

the f rst to brlngtogeth€rartwo sby

mentat Patlents allowed the museums vis tou to rctrve an

experience that had helped la!nch the aesthetlcs oi surrealism:

the adnicexpe.ience of mentaL allenation, the rnost absotute

tine thatcan be drdwn between selfand society Forthe surre_

atists, these work exPressed an intense desire to thlnk a.d lo

perceive differently.They oPened up a sPace forcollective reflec

tion on the forms of modernity after the disan€r ot the Fl|5t

The pRrNzHoRN exhlbiuonwasan occasion fora hiShLyspe_

ciflc prbtic- psychiatlns, wlth their intimdte tnderstandinSoi

the fragility of soclalnorms - to enterthe museum as a protet

sionatdisciplne,wlthaparticularethicalposition Onecanhope

that some ofth€m may have encountered the prcteste6 aLong

d
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13 | In the bookrhar ac.ompanies th€ exhibition, M.EcLo ExP6titd 
'laimr

a critical poteniial for Spankh cinema's "periPh€ral" stanr see

''lntroducci6n," in: Htsroriarrt aryunento: El cine de Perc Poftabella

lv trNdt6^r{oN^: EDdoNB DE u Mn^DvMAoA zoo1l
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we te not surPLuS. we re.A pIuS: The ,.oga- do r

peared at the demonstrar ons of rhe Frcnch jobless movement d
in the mid n neties, injournals, on banners, on nacts pinted by q
the pol i tcalart  group NE r srnER. I  kni t ted the crt icat force :
and t h e s ! b je c t iv e c La ms ofthe movement into a s ngtephrase 9
obF \r?r,  .ardo' ' . 'edjd. l r lwAlob!6ar "dros "1r"  ;

in o society that effecrively srbt.acred the jobless from the publ c i
accounts,th€t made them ifto a kind of residue- invsibte, i,r- E
conceivableexceptasanatisuc'rnderanegatvesign.Exctud€d, 

;
n sho.t:cut out of a system based on the starus of the salaaed e
empLoyee Untitthey f naLly came rogerher to tum rhe ldDres,
rcveAe the sgns, dnd claim a new name on a stage they hdd
created, by occlpy ng unemployment offices in a naton wae
protest duing the winterof r99Z 98.Ihe peoptewith nothing
erupted ontothe pLrblic scene "We're a plus, theys.id,Intrua-
ing through the ry carneras into the country! living rooms
Which atso meant, we'lldink champagne or Christmas eve,

One way to glasp the aesthetic tanguage ofrhe French so-
c|aLnovernentsin thenlnetes andof theilansn.ttonaLmove
ments now eme€ing rs ro redd lacques Ranciar€,s work on
eq!atity. n ta Mdre"r€rre [Ire Di\agrcenent, j99s],re .an
fronted the phitosophy ofgov€rnmenr wirh rhe scandatofthe
political.0r Covernr.ent frlf lLs an dealoforderwhen itadmin-
rstels, manages, and triesto totally.ccornt for a poputat on; bur
'  recl t , , , , fopo .e l laoo.," leepsavrr loF I  tF pde
imposes the catc!Lationsofvalue, apportions out the 5hares in
soc €ty. The polit cal sen opposlre process,and its rarc tt h.p
De-!  $he 

'  or tk.r  ( tond LD ro sdl  t - . .  .  e. .  r  r to(  o dF
Mong, when they retuse rhe namesani the places they,ve been

01 lraMlre,ie,te [BR6:c^!ltE, r99s].lrhroushoutthijtex w tqu6te
and sumfrarize ideas by l..qu€s R.nciArejbutthecontemporary esm
pL6 of political and aesthetic pracrice,and the conclusions dEM from
them,aft hyresponsibiLityalone !.Hl
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givenl"we'te notsurpLul'l,ta ctaim both a share nsocierydnd
another name, which willsign fy thek particuLar addition to
universalequatiry ['we'l€, plus"l. Because the eqlalry or ore
spFdLigbe gwrL.nyorh.  -  he rr-d.mpnrd p.F(Lppo_r-
tion ot democracy-ioes not exist in the absrract. tr onry De-
comes univer$leach time t,s proven, in a iew LanSuage and
on a newty vsible srage. Equaliry is the grolndtess ctaim of a
minoityto havethe ights ofanyorhergroLrp, ro berhe deno5,
the people. But ittaclaim whose naked trlth does notsuffice,
it has to be put to rhe test, publicty verfied. Which is wny rne
political atways t.k€s the form of a denonstntian: a logcal prcat,
dgainst atlprevalling logic, and the mobite presence ofa crowd,
againn the f'ed f.ames of a. institution

Ranciare's descrlpuon was tn synch wth ts rime.li antici
pated the generalstrike of French stat€ wo*€rc in December
1995, rnasevetysupported by rhe pubtic, and itaccompanied rhe
ld er revoltq of rhe hore.ess rhe oDle<q. le papF e)s rfe
''rnolvement desrrrs" who rose !p to demand a new divi_
sron and sharing of the soctat whole, beyond the accouiring
systems of the industrial nate But t abo offercd a key that coltd
reopen the airlock between the aenhelc and rhe pottical

rn an essay written just afterla Mcserrerre Ran<i6re ex-
pLalned that the potiticatalways invotves a disidentificarion w rh
some aspect ot the existing communib/ for exarnpte, with rhe
police statethat expeG thejobtess orthe pdpertess.At the same
trme, it requires an impossible idenrification with "the carseof
the other"@Th s impossible dentificat on suggett! a rjew,srD-
jectivefigure of poUticaL commitmenr. trspaEdigm tn France s
the identifcation of an enlre generat on on the left with rhe
Alger an demonn€rors thrown bruratty nro the Se ne by the
police in 1961. To dentify wirh the murdered Atgerians was not
to speak/or then - an absurd idea, wh letheirfelowswere com-

I
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CARNIVAL AND COUNTERPOWER

QUEIEC aTAA Su!,ltllf

Satlerycalted |E ||Eu,which invited ut got housingforus
alL [through the tocat network oQP2001] and h€lped us
in manyways.The Engtish fri€nds brought alongthe

...1 went to the FTAA summit protests in Qudbec as a
memberofNE p s puER [Do no. rendl, which is a smau
French ass ociatio n that d istd butes graphic art
productions in cotlabohtion with sociat movements. We
deliberately went as a n€twork, invitingartists and
graphj€ designers from England,spain [th€ Barcelona
rc!x.'Es'l and ex-Yugoslavia i:'(^ r, E 

'6r 
flvE 

^irl, 
as

welL as two members of a French social mov€ment

IrrrE's: Assoc|^rroN FoR EMproyMENr TNFoRMAIoN AND
solrD^Rrw FoRjoslEss AND casuar woRKERsl, and a
sociotogin working with Pier€ Bou.dieu whose r€cent
statements on the need to encourage a European social
movement make a lot of sense to us. We basically
wanted to see a trandocaL socialmovem€nt in action on
a hemisphedc 5cale, and to support it,with the aim of
finding out what we could do abour that sort ofthing at

we held an exhibition in aQu6beccity

=
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plet ng a .evolution in Algeria blr to live on ln rheirplr.e, in
opposition ro d national institrtion rhat exctLrded certain citi
zens lthose of rhe fonner cotoniesl and ncluded othe6 lthoe
ofthe metropolel That impossibte identficarion woura retun
rn the transnatronati t r a n 5 h is t o I ic a la s s e d io n of the nu!ef6 rn
t4ay 68, We are alL Aeman lewr.,,And then again in rhe spectf
ic legaLand polricatcontext ofthe Late nin€ties, wtth r,,e puorc
act, olten p€rformed in theatets,at panainage at'god-parcrt
InS. whi-h rFdr Ldhng d ordejdm rdt qL.,i tegat ,npon,
bilty for an undocumented indivtduat.

Thistheatricatficrion,likethe poetics of the 68 stogan, points
to the speci f ical ly adist ic aspe.r  of  pot i t .atengagemenr,
sketcired out in a few pages ofLa Mdsenrenfe Ran.iar€ begins
by oPpos ng Habermas's view thai rh€ suprise of aestherjc
expeflence, rhe open ng to the wodd effected by metapnor, musi
be distinguished from the noms of commLrnica|ve aclon. He
claims instead rharthe uncenatn reatrtyofart, rhe sh ftorrrans_
Pod or meaning that defines meraphor, s an inherenr part of
ev€ry poLit cal dispute, where the a€umeni tseLfbears fi6t of
allon the legtimacyoreven th€ reality ofoneofthe fundamen
taleLements that configurethe disagreernent [its ptace, rs oD
ject, its subjectsl The place changingaction of meraphor one
th ngorpe6on foranothef-  iswhara owsthe creat ior  orex
tensron ot a conrmunity of speaking sublectsj and thir polef
t stextension ofa communiry is n€eded foranya€unrentabour
equatity.This is why the modern forms of potiticalgroupJolnla,
tron,or subjectivization, are hisro caLty tink€d to the en erSence
or an autonomous aesrhetic d mension spltt from anypractical
manipulatlon of usable objecrs:an rnpredtctabte, infinrrery ex_
tensibLe re.lnr defining @ uo d of l'ftual connuniry - a d,e
nand,Jotcannuniry supennpased, upoa the tuodd of oders
and parts that lends eeerylhing its use o'



mask project, which four of us devetoped earty on in
llontreal with the help of some very generols people,
teacheE and students, at Concordia univeuity. Some
3,500 of these "masks" bandannas printed with a
la'rghing face on one side, a gagged face behind cyctone
fencingon the other - w€rc sitkcreened by hand, at
personale(pense and with the help of tw€nty orthirty
other peopte. They werc atL given away frce by the fnst
day of protest. NE p s.uEr itseLfbrousht posters and
stickers [a few hundred thousand ofthem]forthe
"exhibition," conceived asa tempoEry agit-prop cent€r
in suooort ofthe mov€ment. The stickeG included
slogans mostly in trcnch, saying things like UP5TANDING
UIOPIAN, IYON EY WORLD, and ART|5T5, TOUCH
REALITY. Another showed theearth asa hamburger,
waiting to be consumed.Anothersaid "free" in varjous
languages.our idea was to play the politicatgift against
the totalitaianism of the economy, to pEctice a
dispeBive art, to spark off conversations through th€ act
ofgiving signs to stGngets - an act which couLd be
perfomed by anyone, since we gave quantities to people
we didnt knowThe images we distdbute are atl
enigmatic, they ask peopLe to think, to speak and to play.
The city was flooded wjth them, everyone s€emed to
tove it. it was a fantastic oteasu€ to do.And atL around
us, peopLe werc doing similarsortr ofthjngs.

the work in thesheet brcught me closest not to the
morc fomaL counterpoweF of the Peoples'summit, the
unionsorthe rcsearch groups, butto the tocaL activists:
oQP2001, who struggt€d to organjz€ togistics on the
grcund in Quebec City, and the anarchist aLlianceE CIAC
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Metapho6are the hieroglyphs ofan unknown tanguage,the
demand foran unheard,ofcommunity.When the groLrp N!, s
DLrEi, n cottaboration with the jobless association r^EE
lri\ssoc,AroN pouR iEMpLo, trNFoRMAroN Er rA souDARrr€I, raised
M.rc Patadr's anonymous ponrairs above the crowd in 1994
- s ngular iaces above a sea of demonn€t ng humantty - the
quesron was not whetherthese meref,high photographs, car,
fieo on a wooden picket, reaLty represented iderrifiabtejobtess
people The question was wheth€r a socialissue coutd be extend
ed beyondindivid!alcases,toca fora gen€ratreconfigLrrdtion
of societyj whether each anonymous fac€ was porentiaLt rhe
€ce or the rnemployedperpte reclaiming irs rght to speak and
whether the gesriculating debares on Republi. Square could
compareto the ones in the National Assembly. A visuaL LrnceF
ta nty, a metaphoric possib liry of.onejoranother,,, intenwined
with a political argume'rr beariigon proper or impropernames,
on rhe pfoper or impropef d vision and sha.inSofreso!rces,of
roles, ofsensuous realiry. n lieu ofan arswer, rhe luenion it-
sett gesturcd toward a posstbte futurcthar colld onty be opene€
rp, amongthe €xisting divistons ofthe wortd, byan ar8umen
tative togc knit togetherwith an artisttc metaphor

A CIIAXGE OF REGII,IE
RanciAre! think ng of the potiticatwas formulated in the eary
199os, during the long ftench slide into fecession aid acism,
when the natus ofsalaied laborwas fa ng inro tatteK along
wth welfare-stdte gLraGntees, when immigrants were being
outlawed in the name of unionjobs and the unemptoyed were
be ng proclaim€d the impossibte political sublect ye! the thrc.t
ofthe flexible, tGnsnational, nerwofked.egime the so carco
'economlc horror'- sparked originaL forms of prctest and
debate.A brcach was rcopened, marked in potiticateconorny oy
the work of Andrd corz, M/5a re du prdsent, richesses du possag
IPoveny oJ the Present, Weatth ol.re po5rbtel, wh ich trir Eo rne

I
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andCASA.With xE p s ruEiwe also t ed to make
contacts with popular education groups and elements of
th€ more traditionat cultural and wo*erin left -
somethjnSwhjch I plan to continle doing, dudng futurc
trips to Canada. In the demonstEtions by the fence
though,whatyou saw most wss anarchy. So what! the
ana(hist progGm? Right-thinlingpeoplearealwayt
deptoing them for beingapotitical, spontaneous, violent
- not me. I think diversjty oftactics is the key.

movements, inctuding dkect confrontation, are at the
heart of any chance we may have to kansform so.i€ty
today, andthe anarchists seem to know that, maybe
benerthan the others.In thes€ actions, where ad has a
centrat role to play and everyone can act artisticalLy,
three things happen at least, which can changeyour life.
The fi.st is ihatyou touch the concrete tirnits ofyour

ghts: you face the poLice, th€ gas, the f€nce, you tuet the
wo6t otthe system in yourown body,dndyou nee.
that Touch the slate dnd be EdkalDed. lt s a w.y to get
beyond the cool media screen, to verify what oppression
is,to bett€r imagine how it works fdr dway.lt was clear
that people neededthat,and particularty clear in the
sto es of everyone who teft the union march to ctimb
the stairways up to the fence and tind out wher€ th€ real
protest was.Ihe second thinS is solidadty, mutuaL
suppor!we'reattheretohelpeachother,wirhalmosr
nothingon our back,noamor,no hj€rarchies, and wh€n
someone has th€ courag€ to throw the tear gas canister
backatthe pollce,you love that someone. Lov€ on the
barricades.You can talk to anyone in thecrowd,say
thingsyou neversaid for y€aB toyou. colLeagues or

I
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questions of flexibte work and unemployment back on an en-
tke system, to explore the.easons for maintaintng a poLrrcsot
scarcrty In. sociery ofauronrared production.

That breach seems to have ctosed today. La M-lrerter.e had
aLready shown how certain forms of poLir catconsensus acl ro
l ree/a so.  d l  ,der r . ie5.  F, inr1. l , . I  . ,  e a rrup, ive c,arm, of
PqLalrv -l er. D rne wetid'e-ro.e ronceD. on of \oc ety as.r
nLe plcyof "panner,  lLnron,.bLsne$e..oLoi ,  leMe,, . , re.e
r, rhp reotibel.t.ded h€r sol ety aod lor e^i-r. oltv de!. .g
enteeising indlviduats; there is the mLrtticuttr€t vision of
leDarare.  B.  \dr  ?pc .oTnL- i  "s.  eacn borna or,  Iner own
bel ' "1,  A. le i . .  L d e r  1e p o.  I  c€l .onrkr fo n 4lv o;Lgn-by rhF
suote. c.Ll-d "prolerd.iaf - rnF -lon ,ecFnr name of lhe
anlque.derior or the revolutionary perpte. After inregGting
mrch ofthe Nation.l Front! €cism, the French sociatsr party
has now fornd.n or ig inalmix of  the f t rst  two.forms of
consensus: rhey intensify the neo|b€rat program of flerible
Lnsna onal l.bor .etdl|ons. , - t aDe, o- rcuaiag n oF \dtaaerl
enproJ4rpnlon wlrLh rhe po(-wa.<o-ia,, o-rrda ot r.e n.t,on
I ' i le w35 ba.edl  A\  t lougn he cncl l "n8es 

"rsed by r fe
mouvemenr des sdff'never even existe.l

Brt what is happening now, fal beyond France, is tha!srmlar
movements are exp.nding, protiferating, n an atiempt to meet
rnef aave6ar ies on another stage:the st .ge ser oy rne
rransnatronal  corporat ions This prol i iefat ion tnvolves an
id€ntificatioi wirh the .duse of an impossibty dtsr.nt other,
Mayan peasant, Brdzitian autoworker, N igerian tibesman, Indian
larmer... whar afe the rnetaphoE th.t can speak on a wortd
stage? To expLore rhe rote ofan in these movements, I rr rnK we
nad better staft with something much ctoser !o homer the
langu:ge machine thar knits the transnationalsystern togerner,
and the ktnd oflaborthat is done with it

Ihe lntener has widely hnd righrgl been see,r on the ren
as providing the infrasrructure for what is called ,,digital



even your fdends, you can act €otlectivety in simple but
essentiat ways. And the third thing is frcedom, the
frcedom of the city.walk on a freeway, dress in an
outlandish costume,give away your art,build a bonfire
on the street at night. Dance in the streets. The power of

the drumming, hundreds, maybe thousands of stick and
stones on the roadside bariers, beating out a wild,
threatening, sLrpportive, joyfut, dionysiac rhythm that

couLd come together at tjmes into an incredibly
sophisticated beat that's somethjngyou can never
foryet, you carry it within you.The camivalis a

Quebec city looked a lot like the beginning
of what l'd seen the end of back in the ea y 70s: a
colntercultu.at movement with a powerful, articutated
politics.We know how that otder movement was
dismantled, not only through its own intemat
contradictionr not only through the seaet Potice pickinS

off key peopte las they?e already doing nowl, but also by
chann€ling rock music and oth€r spaces offrcedom into
cornmodity zone5. what I see today, in the wake of that,
isa situation where the onLy party in town, the onty one
thatcan really get you high, is 100% politicat. Quebec
city, my frjends, was the biggest party you've €ver seen,
maybethe beginnings ofa new poLitical party. lt was
cotlectiv€ dionysian politicat theater. And ev€ryone
knows it.Thercwas no r€al viotence atmost no
gratuitous smashing of pdvate property lsome wouLd say
notenough brcken banksl, nodeathsas th€r€ might
€asity have been, not even many broken bones. That level
ofsublimation wasdetiberate, and Canadians can be
prcud of forcing compliance from their cops, who sjmply

I

?

a

cdpidl,sn 0r Brt wlo. Lhe .ef n cormenraro3 forg., _ ore
wondeE why? - is that thesimpLen netapptcatton ofthem a ,
email, has offered an extraordinary chan.e ro whar Ranctar€
calLs \he literary animaL. As ta€e parrs ofthe former wo(rng
classesgained educaton,refused industriatdiscpline,anisptit
away lrom their fomer position in the social h erarchy, th€y
became immaterlal labore6" facing the new predicament of
flexib llzed conditionsos but they also found th€mseLves n
possessron oia newwitingtool.And as they raught themselves
to lse rt and invented moreapptic.tions every day, what did they
cLa m, against aLl prcvdiltng logic? Ihar herc, everyone is equat.
The virtual realiti€s of the j99os saw the rcrurn of a uropia
wnose emergence Ranrie.€ has chronicled in his accounE or
the self ealcation ofthe anisan ctasses in the ea y nineteenth

thus o^e can dreom of d sociery of ena cipated, ind,i,iduals
that uould be a sociery of aftists. Such a socieq woi;tal
rcpwl,iate th e d,ieid,e b etLy en tho s e bhn knou an d, tho se wha
d,o nat knou, betueen those uho possess o. uho do not
posess the prcpefty of itutelligewe. It /oould rccognize o y
actire nin&: humans wlb act. who Weah of thpi @tiots
atudtheretrytanslamalltheir uot*s i^to udTs oJ s€r,dsng
the hLm@nity uithinthetnsebes a\d, eeeryoM.6
That dream was bound to run up againstwhat RanciAr€ has

called 'th€ soc ety ofdisdatn.'In lhe tare rwertierh century it
tookthe usualform of the €xpropddtion of a poputar lantuaSe,
ana its repla€ement bymanipulated sim!Lacra.yet even dsthe
dominance of  rhe Iniemet by the commerciatand fnancial

o,r I ct o.n s.hlUer D@tal capiral,r 3^"*,oo,, "**", 
,9rrJ.

0s I on d€ rerlsai oa indujtnal dis.Jptin€ .nd the emeEenc€ or imnar€_
nal bbor, s* the aEuments and referenes in Mi.h.Gl Hardt and ronl
N.grl, EDpt€ [NArv^RD uNrvERrr rR€$, 2ooo], chaDteB 3.3 and j.a
05 | Le naxre igrotutlp^ats: F^r^Ro, 19s71, pp. tzo"t 21.
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were not given the iSht to break bones and kilL. Because
the idea is notforusto become the terrorists they want
usto be - the idea G to go somewhere we've neverbeen
before, to change politics, to change lite.To epress the
violence ofcont€mponry capitalism, to make it realhere
and nowwhere the poweris, and togo beyond it inthe

took like. Butw€ know so manythings, aboutthe nature
and structurc ofexplojtation and domination in the
present, about the way it is ideotogically supported and
engineered to bypass any democBtic political process,
about its key points of weakness, about the n€w
possibilities fororganization and the sharingof both
infomation and decGions-and aboutthe course of
radical democ€tic and socialist movements in the past,
aboutthetraces and resources they've teft in our
societ iesandourhearts,aboutthe pol i t icalandsocial
rightswe ve gdined (ollecrrvely overcenturies, iehts
that the statecanttake away withotlt losingallits
legitamacy and increasingthe force ofthe movement, as
it is doing ght now- We know alL that, and thafs why no
one is aLlowed to dominate, why no onel in control. But
more and more peopl€ are starting to play the great
rcvolution game: carefully, with tov€ and int€ltigenceand
u€ency and forcsi8ht, and with the sensethat if you
make the ght moves now, someone else may suQrise
you tomotrow.As 60,000 people surpised us, beyond all
hopes, and in ways we stitt have yet to thorcughLy
unde6tand, Last week in QuebecCjty.

we don't know what "the rcvolution"witL

tP6rDoN{n' iEtMNlt4dl

I

spheres becam€ ctear, even as the fgure of the snafeholder
eme€ec as the onty one wrth a right ro participate potiticaLly
n.ne new economy, poLiticaL activ sm took a new rwrsr, and

aErupaons began appearing in the fabrc ofcorporate.no gov

. 
5 nce 1993, the anonynrously run @rMarkgroup has been

cunchrng p.rodies into the ideologicat mix: consutrancy and
iL.1d 1g'or cor \ rne .proaLLr saboragF, ,o oM g Ine;, lroi<
o rre 'n.E-noLs Bd,b,e /,be Gt io4 aryani/o\on. .J GCt en atl
camparSns promoting subversion, like the cat,;rsictDay to
celebrate rhe non holtday fin Anglo_Saxon tands] of tlay tst,
pseudo-offic alsites like gwbush com, voreaLrction com, or
gatto.g.0, Masqueradtng benearh a corporate_bureaucranc
ve16ar - d I Lsrer logo(. deaapan g?ph \ ., Dor oou: . nFo, I
ne @wa* q"D'ir;. ,ta1 J' bi","" 

" """":," "",r,c",then tailspln rnto scandatous denunciarion byan excessortiberal
trLrlh Another movement, xElN r{rNscH tsr rrLEG^!, more
rerentry took up the same kind of nfate$r with its Depo,raro,
cla55 c.rnpaign: websites, a posrer contest, informaton kits,
supetracr iv ist  miteage programs..  a lL oppoftuni t ies for
Lufthansa s srockholder! to find out just how nruch it.ourocosr
them to go on deporting ilegal ]mmigrants for the poLrce.Then,
In a parody ofthe ,Oreu/or1d, 

antine alliance, rhe D€podaro,
Afl,arce emerged, wth .ollaboration from @r}|arka,,o many
otl.Fr Y%-wr le. a g.oLD o' iow -linhngAJi cn dwy4s
srJr Drad or lhe gait.org,ite d,d wdnrea Mike Moore or.re
wro to come pep up their meeting in SahbLrrA. ,tVike tvloore,,
declined, bLrtsent two slbstitutes_ tater reveat;d to b€ rhe "yes
Ver ' -  wLonooa oero,"  tL"J-wr.n8r.wver to6(pid 1o lac
but ralhe. shocking progGm for rhe extension of free rrade...
Ihe whole tncide'r t  was documenred on video [" tact icet

E

2

u/ | InenFMonr6MGtoRAdb(hanee iamesandLal no4 b. toLnd
at rtnlrt,cm, atong with rhe other ona.t pbjects.
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er.barrassm€nt,"asthe activ st Jordi Claramonte likes to sayl.
Through mimicry and imag nation, groups llke @ftark crc

ate a shor!'circult between the anorymous,ab5tract €quaLity of
immateriallabor and the s!bjectlve exceptionaLism ofart. ?hz
mimic giees the 'pneate pntuciple of bo* a publi,c stage. He
constirutes a common stdge uith uhat oughl ta detemne tue
conf enent al tuchta hisplace , wites Ranciar€ n Le part ge
du rerrtble. But this 'commoi nage" is a scene, .ot of st flng
rn ty, but of d,isserius:the mimic transnrits Tioc*s o/spe€.h
circulating ui,thaut a legitinote /dther', ltelary and politicat
srakments thai gTab hold o/bodies a d direnttrenlron ttuen
desttaoiion . that contribure h the fomati,on af .olL.crite
speakeB tuha thrcu into quesrian the d.isttibution of ftles. af
terffiones. oflanguag* in shott, political subjects ul\o upser
an estahliahed shafing and d,trBton o/the seasibte . a

@rMark or Depodafion Cld5r are ways for immaterial
laborers to cla m a voice, a non-economic share, againn the
stock'market rLrles of a shareholder's soclety.Ihey are also vec
to6 of a new kind of transnational coLLaboration or reclproclty.
Ihey offer a way to retoin the direct action movemerts, 

^Rr ̂ NDREvoruroN, 
^rrrc, 

and hundreds of other o€anDations -the
newest way intoa much otder configulation oftheaesthetic and
the politicat,which is al5o catted democracy

Because the dLrpLicity of ad/work hardty began w th Internet
t reaches backto what Ranciare catlsthe aestheti. regime of
the arts, which emerged, not coincdentalLy, ar the end of the
Ancien Regime.Aesthetics is the nanre ofan irdistinctlon,where
fact s inseparable from fiction, where the lowen can become
the hlghest and vice-versa.The aenhet c reglme of the.rts ru
insihe hisroicalty piorregme o f. e p r e s e n t a t io n, with it5 h ets
archies, decorum, and strlct separation of genres, but also its

oa |Le padage du sensible:.sthlltq,eetpoliritue Ir 16: L^ r s(a!E
lDmoNs, zoool, pp. 63, 53-64.

Anstotelian disrinction betw€en chaotic, accidenral history, and
wetl-constructed, ptausibte ftction.Working initaLg through
mrmeic or t e s t rr. o n ia tr e c h n iq u e s _ reaList lteratrre or paint,
ng, pnotogfaphy orcinema - the new regtme derermrnes rne
paGdolical b€alty of the anonymous subj€ct, of wioever or
whatever me od.inary becones beautlfuI as a trace of the
true... uhen it is tan Ma fomthe ob,i.aus anil naoe Lmo a
n lhologicaL ot phantasmogoncdlhiercgLryh os Belote anA
beyond any"modem st, or .postmodernist" 

proglam,the aes
thetrc regime moiies orr inro an dutononous fom aflife, tl s
stnultaneousry po|iring both tlw auronomy of @rt aaa ns
idennf.nnon tuLho nonent ino prc4$ oft;Ie; y[-]omd.
t ,on . r0-he J,  de .  .no'ng or a.1,"  i ,  .n lee. .  ner t  i " r"  , , r "
the notion of tife,s reflormaror.

FICTIONABTE ,UIUREs
Tfe o gina|ry of R.nciare s work on the aesrhet c rcgme s to
clFa ly siow ho, ar rdn oe h!ro, .€..v ef eo,ve drlALrly po
r' (ar A.1 a.L ieve( rh s Dy real- of l(t,on\ drranger Fr l, o.
s gns that Inhere to reatity, yet ar the same tirn€ make it tegible
Lo tle oe.5on rov-S rh oLgn 

'. d, rhoug- t-.!ro] we- "nJr tini.hed f a. a aocr .1e-t.ry I cnon. of wr ct- we d." oorn
came.amen and actors.

That wo! ld be on€ w"y to describe an event tike the carrlrat
agard Caplta, staged by the ten thorsand actors of Reda/n tre
stree8 in the City of London on lune I 8th, r 999 Wearing m.sks
of foJ.  d,rF.e-r  .  o,o<. r .e . .oad so,e .o lve,g ng pdth.
tn oLgh I 'e C,/ .  drspldy -g (r8.5.  f iedlng n.ge-. . . ,  ,ng. t .
Tob.le rJs c dd la18!ge into Lrbd-.edl.ty_ deavrngdnotler
worra r order lotalSLe wth the o € 

-dn"g.d 
bv - ndncF.dprta

l.n. to targle d -ecrly w tf tre po i(e . tLne 
.8t. 

ral81r I s to
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read a new story at the center of f n.nce capltal sm But no
priviteged viewpoint could wrap up the film, Sather the whole
ofthis"artwo*" into a totalty and rcduce its contradi.tons -
becausethe idea had akeady cisscrossed notjust Britain but the
earth, spreadlng and d vldlng like the wildfire of equality By
tracts, lm.8es, nternet, and word of mouth, by collaboration and
spontaneous reinvention, the "diso€anlzation" of Reclrim the
st€ets and the r:orlEs'clo! L rcnoN network had mapped
out a new k nd ofworld, in which cotlectives in over 70 differcnt
colntries could protest againstthe same abstract Processes ol
neol berat capitallsm, undef vastt dif ferent local co'rdiuons but
on the sam€day. Did the "fllm" of Seattle, Prague and soon begin
right here, wlth this artist c" event? But where was "hele" ? And
what did the "evenf'realty consist of?

!
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t
lf anarchic, artisuc demonstrations like June r8th are pot|n_

cal, it is becalse rhey involve a disagreement,a direcr confron
tation with the existing divkions orshares of sensuous reaury.
They make visibLe the "invisible gov€rnment,' of the interEr onar
financialinstitrtions Ii.e the newwortd policel. Bur iftheya.e
aenhelc, it is becausethey bring a blurof indisrincuon to the
prcpersublects, objects, and pLaces ofrhe debate They create
anorher nage,or Dol,li-:l,ra tt-e p.o.esrels rr tonaor opelrng
a rne hydrant to symbolcally return a Long buiea rtver to the
surface ofthe street, to rectaim that str€am frorn the Layerca
abstractions ofcapital.Or tike rhe soctalforces in podo Ategre
displ.ciig the winrry Ddvos economic forum to rhe summer
weather of the Solth, turningthe agenaa and the very seasons
of capitalisr gtobalization upside down.

It is certain that lrch conf.ontations mLst become more
precise, more reasoned, more exptic r, ifthe new ctaim to equal
ity rs to have any effect on the existing dtvisions otrhe wond.
The aesthetic "pLus' of the demonst€tions mun find d way ro
return to each localenvnonment,tothe specific frameworks that
govern the homeless,the papertess, rhe unemployed.This is th€
risly gambt that the far lefr is now making, on a wo.ld scate.
But to be explcir is nottosp€ak the opponent,s language [neo-
c{asslcaL economicsl - which wouLd atways be to playan uneqlat
hand in a losing gdrne. nstead, ir s to €ngage in an unsrable
mrmrcry inar seeks to prove tts clairn ro equatry on a publjc
nage, while invent ng new signs, new pathways through the
wortd, new politicat sLrbjectivities



The events of the century's t!rn, from seart leto New
York, have shown that a sweep ng crtique of capitalsi gLobali
zaton is poss ble, and !'g€ntly necessary befor€ the l€velof
volen.e n theworld dramat cally ln.reases lhe begirnlngs of
sLcha.r t lLeex5t,wththererewalof  !northoaox econom-
lcs.01But now one can tookflrther, toward a crtiq!€ ofcontem
porary cap taL6! c!Lture

To be effective, a cutturat.rtique must show the lnks be
tweer the mdjor art cllat ons of power and the rnore or less
trlvlal aesthet cs of everyday life t must rcveal the synemat c ty
of socalrelations and th€lr compellng character for everyoie

.otred e."  whr" rpa , .  ro 56 op,.  d or -  
r r"g '

and emot ionalat t i tudes that h de neql i l ty  ard rawvol€ice
It must shailer lhe b.Lance ofcoisent, by flooding daylight on
exactLywhat a so.iely consents to, how ittoLeratesth€ ntol€.

"be 
c r"  qr  df  , , l .  op-r  

' rop._. !b"o,"
mustworkon two oppos€d leveh,.om ngclose eiorgh togr ps
with the compLerilyof soc aLpro.esseslo conv nc€ ihe r€searcir
e|5whose sp€cla[z€d knowtedg€ t needr,whll€ flnd ngrtr I ng
eiolgh expre$ions of is conclls ons to swayth€ people whom
t dainrs to descrbe those uponwhose behav orthetransfots
mat on of the natus qro depends

This k nd of critqle exnea very r€ce.tly ln our socet es, 1
gave intell€ctral fo.us to an lntense and widesp@ad d sat sfac
tion n the sixt e5and seventies lt helped chang€ an ent fe sys-
Iem Today t  s€ems to hav€ var shed Nolongerdoestheaes
thel c d mens on .pp€dr as a conten€d br dg€ between rhe

0l I Tleworld so.i.l Fotum, held for rhe fid iime in PortoAlegre in lanu
ary 2001, i5 symbolic of!ho tum away from neo.lan.aLor'suppLy side"

e.onofl ics.Anotherpoientsymbolcan befoond inthe.harges LeveLed by

economktiot.ph Stiglitrat hL fomerehploye6,rheworLdBank, and

even more imponantLy,at the IMF-the najorifansnatlonatorcan ofthe
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psyche and the objective srructLr€s of society. t is a5 upuSn
we had lost the taste for the negative, the anrbirion or an an!-
systemi. critique.ln its place we find endlessvariants o'r Anglo-
American "culiurat stud ies" - wh ch is an aff rmative srrat€$/, a
device for add ng value, not for taking it away. The history of
cuttLralstudies argues today for a renewat of the neSative, of

When it eme€ed in rhe late fifties, Brirish cultuGtstudies
tried to reverce aesthetic hierdrch es by tuming the sophislicated
language of titerary cdtlcism onto wo*ing,cLass practices.nd
forms. Elevating popular expressions by a process ofcontami
nation that also transformed the eUteculru.e, it sought ro cre-
ate posrtive aLternatives to rhe new kinds of Zomination pro
jected by the mass medla.The approach greatty diversified the
range of L€gitimate srbjectsand acddemic styles, rhereby mak
lnga realcontribut on to the dealof popuhreducation.o,What
|s more, cutturalstudles constiturei a veritabte r.hoor on rne
inteLLectratlefr, developingastrategc inrention. However, its key
theoretical toolwas the norion of a differenuat reception, or
"negoudt€d reading" - a perloialtouch gven ro the message
bythe receiverThe notion was oiginalLy used to.eveal work
ing-class interpretat ons ofdom nant messages, n a modeLstilL
basad on Jass.on,uousn"$ 0r Bn wh.n rt e "Tphdrs or re
ception was detached from the dynamiG of class, in the course
of the i98os, culturalstudies became one long cetebraton of
th€ particularrwist that each individuat or group coutd add to

02 | For a short history or .ultucl srudier as a poDUld{duc;on mov€-
menl then a mo€ theorcrical treatment ot its oncins and potenMs, see
Raymond \Mllianr th€ Future of cuttural studies, and Tt€ us.s or
cultu€l Theory,'both in lre polnid otMode,isa [FNooN: v*sq 19s9].
03 |seestu.rtH.llandronylen Bon,et.aLnejbraEet bus,Rto,l,
IroNDoN: rofEXE 1993, tst editjon I9751, e$. rhe \heoFrical mNi.w!

the gLobalized media prodLct. n thi! way, it gave tegtimacyto
a new tranlnatlonal consumer ideolo$/.s This is the discoorse
of allenation perfected, appropriated, individral zed, erhnicizei,

Howcan cultur€lcrit que become effectlve again today? lam
goingto argle forthe construction ofan "idealtype," reveating
the nteGection of soclal power with intimate moral dispositions
and erctic drivesis call this ldeal type the/ex,blepe,.rorar4,
- l -e wo'd ' fer  b l""al l idF< diF.r  y ro rhe (u e-re(onon'(sy!-
tem, with its c.s!.1 labor contracts, its just-in-time prodocuon,
irs info mdl 01" D'odJas d d ts absoLJrF dFpFnder, p ol vil
tualcurrency cifcolating in the f nanclalsphere. But t also re-
fersto an entire set ofv€ry positive images, sponraneiry, crea
t vily, cooperativity, mobitity, peerrctations, appreciailon ofdif-
fercnce, openness to pr€seit expeience.lfyou feetctose to the
counterculture of the sixties4event es, then you can say that
these are ourcreations, bLt calght in the disto.ting mlfforof a
new hegemony lt hastaken consideEble hstorcaleffon from
atlof us to rnake the insanlty ofcontempordrysocleb/tolerable.

lam goingto took back over re.ent historyto show howa
form of cultu€lcrtique was €ffectivety articllated ln ntellec
tual and then in sociat temrs, durlng the post World War
perlod. Brt lwiltalso show how the c!rrent ntuctures of domi
natlon result, in part, from the failures ofthat eartiercritique to
evolve in the face of ts own absoetion by conternporary

a

:

I
q

04 | fie w.6al becodg obvious with t. cresb.rg et, aL ed5,, cuir,rai
stldier [NEw yo : rorGDcE,lee2l, an anthologJ' that oa*5 the laree,
scale exportation of .ultuEl nudis to the Amencan a€demic maicr,
05 | The methodolo€ical d*i.e or the id€al type was d{eloped by M.r
Weber, particula y in lre Pmresnt Ethk and the Spnft of CapitatkO as
we shau se, it ms tak.n up as a polenical fi8ure by the Franklurt schel



d

=

I
q

=

a

QUESflOt{ AUtflOR|lY

The paradigmati. exampte of cuLtu|alcritique in the postwar

Period is the rNsnrur FijR sozr^rFoRsHUN6 - the autonomor5
schotarly organlzation known as the FrankfLrd School ts wo*
can be s!mmed upwilh thetheoreticaLabbreviatlon of F€udo-
l"laryism. Bur what does that mean? Review ng rhe rexts,you
tind that frcm as early as 19j6, the rNsT|rurarticuLated its analy-
si5 of domination around the psychosociologicat structures of
authorily.The goaLof the strdien tbet AutoritAt untl Fanilie was
to €.nedy \he fd urc oftaditional Ma%ismta uplainthe rc-
Luctanceoftheprcleran1,tto[uui irshNiortcolrol€.6This'te
luctance"- nothing lels than the working class embrace of Na-
zism could ont be undeGtood through an exploation ofthe
way that sociatforces unfoLd in the psyche The decline of the
father's authoriry over the family, and the incrcasingrole of soc al
inslitutons in forming the peEonallty of the child,was shown
to run paraLtetio the lquidaton of Liberal, patrimonialcapital-
ism, !nder which the nineteenth-century bo!rgeois owne. di,
rectLy controll€d an inher ted family capital. Twentieth-century
monopoly capitallsm entailed a transfer of power {rom pr vate
indivduals to organized, imperconat corporations The psycho-
togcalstate of masochistic submisson to author ty, descr bed
by Erich Fromm, was ins€parabLe from the mechan zed order
olth€ new industralcartels, their abilry to inregrate individu-
als within the compl€x technoLogicat and o€anizat onal chains
of mass production systems.The key notlon of instromenral
feason" was.lready in germ here.As Marcose wrote in 1941:

The fo.crs djrecntug Mn stllought end action arc. . . tl\ose of
the machi,ne prcces, uhi,ch irself appeaB as the enbod.i-
ment of rutionaliv ad, erpediency.... Mechanized mass

05 | Martln J., Ire Diaiecotai /nagtlaito, [!ER€Ey: uNrvERs ry or
c^uroRNr^prBs, 1996Asted,r973l, p_ 116.

pfotl,uction is fiUi,ng the empty spdces in tuhich itud,iaid,uat,
ity cauld 6seft itself.ol
Ihe rNsT|rur's eady work combined a psychosocioLogical

analysisofarthoritara'r d sctptine w rh ihe phitosophicatnorion
of nstrunentaL reason Bur its powerfLrt .nti sysrem ic cr tique
could not crystauize without studies of the centraly pt.nied
economy, concerved as a social and potitical rcsponse to the
economic crs s of the 193os. rNslrur members Friedrich
Potlo.k and Otto Kirchheimerwere among the f rst to chaf_
ddo' .  F l !  e ne{ <ror€ Lap r .  isr  "  o-  -h".9 los.6ove LonrnS
thetGdit onalf'larxisr ponrayatof monopoly c.p tatism, wh ch
had met its d alect calconrEdiction in the cisis of1929, they
describ€d a definirivesh ft away fronr the lberatsystenr wner€
production and aistrlbution were govemed by conrccruatized
market relations berween ind viduat.genrs The new system $"s
a manageriatcapitallsm where prodrction and distributiur were
calt!tated by a cenrrdl planning state.The extent of this shift
was.or fir.iod not o ly b/ rt-e \a7r-aoarncred inaLrr. .a.
tels in Cermany, but also bythe Soviet five year ptans, or even
theAn'er (an NFw Deal. a..riodr lg he rse ot -e I elnF..dl
weltale state.Authorirywas aga n at rhe cent€r ofrhe anatysis,
' Utud,er st@te co,piralism. wrcte potto.k,'nen meet earh other
as commatuder or commdtude.l .o'

Or, in Kirchh€iner's wofds:

07 I H.rb.rt M: @s, "Some Soc ia I tmplication s of M odern Te.hnoro8y, ,
in A.A6to and E. c.tlErdq eds,, rhe Es$daltumkfunkhoot ReadetINN
Yorr coMrNUUn, 19aal, pp. 143/ 15a,
03 lThe teh'ltate cpitalkm'is hore tamiliar as an indictnent or rabe
or faited comfr unkm of the StalinisrSovier Unioni tor insbn.a inlonyCliff,
sraie capitar:r,;n R6rb IbNDoNr puro rRBs,1974l; horewi rhe con.ept
as develop€d by rhe FEnkrun school applied, wirh va arions, ro a( the
centraLly planned .conomies that eme€.d after the Cr€at Deprssion.
09 | Frl.dri.h PolLo.k,'srare Capir.lism: tr5 po$ibitiries and rimirations,
bsa\,ln rhe Rffitlal F@ktmschool Reade. aD_ cit., o.7a.
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F$cism chaructedm th. stoge al lrhich the haLiri.d.ualhas
conpl4telylBt his indepe d,nce and, the ruIing gmu,ps l\atE
becow rec%nitedbythe state astl\e solzlegolpaftiea to po'
Iiticdl conpromise.lo
The resolution ofeconomic crisis by centGlized planningfor

totaLw.r concretety reveated what Potlock catled the "viral
importance" of an investigat on'asto uhether stare npitalkn
catubebtuWbiundetd,anamtia contml. Th s iivest gatlon was
F1F. vey urde.ta.en Dy rhc rNsrrur dL'ing rrsAnenc.n er-
ile, when it sought to tran4ate its analysis of Nazilm iito the
Amerlcan tems of the Cold War. What we now rememuer trron
are the theory and crltique ofthe culture indusrry,and rhe es-
say of that namej but much more lmporrant ar the ume was a
vol! me of sociofog cal research calledfhe Authoritarian Penan-
,lity, published in 1950.11Wriiten under Horkheim€'rs crcclon
by a team offoLrrauthors includ ing Adomo, the book was an
attemptto apply nalstlcal methods of sociologJr ro the empii-
calidentifcation of a fascistic characterstructure. t lsed ques
tionnaire methods to demonstcte the existence of a "new an-
thrcpologicaL type whole tGits were rigid conventionalism,

.submiss on to.uthorry, opposltion ro everrrhi'rg sublecrtve,
stereotypy, an emphasis on power.nd torghness, destru.tive-
nas ord cylcr,r,tfe D ojen on oJrsiae t.e se.to_ un.or! iou\
emotional impulses, and an exaggeGted concern with sexual
scandat.In ai echo to the eartierstudy of aurhorib/, these t6its
wee correlated with a fanri9nructurc ma.ked not by patriaF
chalstreigth but ratherweakness,resutting in attempts to sham
an asceniancy overthe.hildr€n which in rcality had devotvea

The Authoritanan Pe\onalitJ rcpresentr the culmination of a
detiberately programmed, interdisc plinary connruction of an
ideal!,pe:a polemical image of the socialsetf which couLd then
guide and structLrre various kinds of critique The capaciry to
focusdifferent stGnds ofcitique isthe key function ofrhis ideal
rype, whose importance goes far beyond that olthe natilrical
methodologies used in the quest onnaire-study.Adomo's fie-
tor caland aesthetlc strateges, for exampte, onlytake on thek
fLrllforce in oppositioi to rhedense9consrructed pictLrle of the
authoritarian personality.Considerthis quote from rhe essay on
'Cannnment in 1961:

Nelrspapea dnn nagvivs ollheftdi@I Ai.ght consta.ntly
stir up ind,i.gnation dgainst what is tunnatwal, oter
intellactual, noftid, and, d,ecad,ent' thel htou thei, rcatzt.
me ttusights of social pvckolag. ituto the authoritunan
pe$onatV conf,m tt\em. The basic fearures of rhis We
itDtut e.o nfomLs.a, Mp ect fotu p ettif ed" facade of opinion
Md societf, a tl rcsi,stance to irlpulses tl\at dist''b.ts aft.o
or eeoke invt elenentt, of the un@nscious that contuat be
admi,tted,. Thk hostilitf to anfihing alieh otuIienaritug catu
acconnod$e irs.lftuwt note easilyto likruyrealisn of
atuy prcwndn| e. e'en iJ h prc clains itself oitiml of so ciatist,
thero tuotlF which sue6 dwaweto no poli,tildl slogaB,
btk uhose mete guise 6 .floughto distupt the uhote V$tem
oJ ngitl, cootd,inar$ that gotens authoritariai persu

Adorno seeks to show how Brechrean orSaftrean poliricaten-
gagement could shade gradually ovef into rhe unquestion ng
embrace of orderthat mark an authoitarian state.The f .dcturci,
enigmatic foms of secketr or s<hitnberg could rhen be seen

12 | Lw.Adorno, "c.mmitnant'I1e6zl,in rhe .lsqtat kanktutts.hoot

-

-:

10 | otto Kr.hh.lne, thanges in the strucru€ or pollical comprcmjse,

1 I I T.w. Adorno ei. al., tne Adtnorftata, pe o,att lNry yok HAPH,



!*

q

I

=

I

a

a, more potitlcally significant than any caltto rally coltectively
arornd a c.rse.Turned at once aga nst the weak internal haF
monies of a satisfiei ndividuaUsm, and agalnst the far more
powedul total zations of an exploitative system, aesthetic form
rr Adorno s \ rs on ba.orFi .  dF(e-r  -g fo"e hoLgh rcr"
fusalto faLsety r€solve the tfue contEdictons.As he writes in
one of hls rhetoicat phrases: 'lr is nor he ofrce ofad to spat-
Iigbt ahemotiees, but ta resi,stby itsfom alotuethe cauBe olthe
uo d,, uhich pemdnently pub d pistal to nen s heada .11

The poiit is not to e.gage in academic wrdngl ng over exactly
howAdorno conceived th s resstance ofcontradictory forms.
f4orc interening is to see how a concerted cfltlque can hetpgive
r se to efiective res stance in society. The most visible figure her€
is Herbert Marcuse, whose 1 964 6aok Ane-DinensionaL Man
became an intemational best setler, pad cuLarly n France
Students in the demonstratons of flay'68 caried pLacards
reading "MARX, f4AO, I.4ARCUSt." But this onty shows how
Marcuse,with h s d rectt revolutionarystanc€,could become
a kinn ofembtem for conveGlng critlques of the authortarian
state, indunriat dis.ipl ne and the mass media. n Fcnce, Sarfe
had written of ser al zed man," whlle Cornetius Castoriadis
deveLoped a citqle of bureaucratic proiuctivsm. n Ameica,
the brslness writer Wiltiam Wh)rte warned against the
''organization man as early as 1956,whlLe in 1961an outgoing
presldent, Dwlght D. Eis€nhower, denounced the techro
logicdt dangers ofthe 'mllitary industial complex.' Broadcast
teLevis ion was dent f led as the malor propaganda tootof
cdpitdtism, beginnlng with Vance Packard's book Ihe H/dden
Per5uader5 n America in r957, then cont nulng more radicatly
wlth Earthes' Mytholo4les in France and above atl, D€bord's
So.iety of the Spectacle lvan ltti€h and Paul Cpodman
attacked schoolsystems as centers of soclal indoctination, R.D.

Laing and F6tix cuattarl called for an anti-psychiatry, and
Henritefebvr€ for an ant,urbanism, which the Situ.rcnrsrs
prt into effect with the pEctice of rhe dd.tye. tn his frsayo,
Ltbel"tlor, written lmmediatet after ,58, Marcuse went so fa.
as to speak of an outbreak of nrass suffealism _ whjch, he
thought, could combine with a rising of the racalzeo rumpen
protetariat in the LJS ard a wider revott oftheThirdWur!.

I dort mean to connect allthis subv€rsive a.uviry or€ory
to the ftankfud School Blt the "Ceat Refusat,,ofrhe tate sixr es
.na eafly seventieswas cLearly aimed at the military industrial
complexes, at the regimentation and work discipLtne they
produced, at the blandishments of the c!tture industry that
concealed these reaLiries, and perhaps above a , at rhe existential
and psychosocial condition of the,,authorttarian pe6onatity."The
dghr'wingsocioL€st Samuel Hunttngron recognized as rnrch,
when he described the revolrs of the 196os as dgenerol
challenge to the eristing systens ol authority, public and
pnirore.rl Bui that was jusr staring the obvious In sevenries
Ameica, rhe omniprelent counter cuhu€ slogan was "euestion

what have tried to evoke here is rhe intettectuat backgrornd
of an effective anti-systemic movement, tumed against cdptrdL6r
prodrctivism in its effects on both culture and subjecrivity A
that issummed up in a famous bit of French graffiti, Orne fombe
pas anoureux d'une coube de crotJJarce [,'you don,t fal in tove
w th a growth cu&e'j. n irs very erotic!,thatwritingon rne war6
ol liay '68 suggests what I have not yet njeirioned, which is
the positive content ofthe anti systemtc cirjque: a desire for
e!ualityand socialunity, forrhe suppresston ofthe ctass divide.
Self-management and direct democ|acywee rhe f!ndarnenral
demands of the stLrdenr |adicals n 1968, ana by far the most

1,r I M, crozr.r, s, Hur{rngto., ).w.tan br, rhe ai,j, of Deno.h.!
lrRtr^rs{ coMHEloN, 19751, p, 74.

a
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dangerous feat!re of rheir leftist ideotogy.l5 As liirgen
Habemas w.ote in i973: C?nuine partici,pation of citr.eN n
the prcce$d ol politicaL aiLl-fomation, that is, substantite
d,em oc tacf . tuould. bring t o @nsciousness the cotttrod,iction be -
tueen admif\istutneeu saciali,2ed prcd,urti,on and, tle cantin,
ued ptuate o,pprcptidtion and use o/seryl"s ,aiue. .6 In other
words, increas ng dernocratic invotvement woutd rapidly 5how
people where thek €atinterests tie Again, Huntingtonseemed
toagree,wh€nheinturndescr ibedthe'crs is"of  theadvanced
socteries as 'aa qcess oJ denocmq .l,

One might recatlthat the nfamous 1975rRr^ftr[coM-
r|!s|o report in whch Huntington made that femarK was
sp€cif callyconcerned with thegrowing ungovemabll ry' of the
developed societies, n thewakeofthe soc almovements ofthe
sixties.Oie might aLso fecaltthat th s spectef of ungovernabil-
ity was preciletythe foilagainsr which MargaretTh.tcner, n
England, was able to malshal up her "consetuarive revol!tion."1i

In otherwords,what Hunrington calLed "the democratic dis-
tempe/'of the sxtes was the backgrcund against which rhe
present neoliberal hegemony arose. And so rhe quest on lwould
now like to ask is this: how did the pdst ndun al sociertes ab-
sorb the "excess ofdemocGc/"that had been set toose by the
antiauthor tarian revolts? Or to put t anorher wdy: how did the
196os finallysetue to make the r99os tolerabLe?

OIVIDE AND iCCUPERATE
'We ldck a serious lrj,sto'y ofco -optotion, otuethatutaleBtands
corpontethougbtdssonethirgorheriho4dcorroon, wrtesrhe
American h sto an and culture criric Thomas Frank 1, tn a his-
tory of the adved sing and fashion lndlstr es caLted Ire Cor4uerr
o/Cool, hedttempts io ret eve the specifc nrategies thar made
sifies hlp" into nineries 'hegemon," tlansforming culturat in-
dustries based on strlrirying confomism tnto even more pow
erfulindLstres based on a pletho.ic offer of"aurhenticity, indi
vlduality, difference, and rebetllon.'With a host ofexamples, he
shows how the des res of middle class iropouts n the sixties
were rap dly turned lnto commodified irnages and producrs
Avo dinga simpLe manipulation theory, f mnk concludes thar the
advertisers and fashion designers nvolved had an existenridl
'reresr 1rransforn ,8tfe svsrFm -l-e re,L.r wa< a. Ldnge -
'the ideobgtby\kichbuAiuss esplainedirs dor'|inatia of the
nanomllile - a .hange he relates, but only in passtng, to David
Harv€y's concept of 'ftexible accumLrtation" z0 Beyond the
chron cle of stylistic co,oprarion, what srtllrnlst be explained
a.e the interrelations between ndividual mor vat ons, jdeologi
caljustifcations and the complex social aid technlcal functions
oia neweconom c system.

I

I

15 | h tn€ words of ihe Pansian era96s:'\r'r'hat ae the e$enrial Latuftt
ot council power? Dksolution ot 6U ext€nal power - Dn€ct and rd.l de,
moc6cy-Praclicaluntlictionof d€cisionandex..lilon Delegares*io
can b.evokedatanymomentbythosewhohavemandatedthe'n-Am-
lition of hieGrchy and independ.nr specializations - CoEcious manaAe-
ment.nd traBlohation of all the condltions 0f lib€Ered lif. - pema,
nent cEative masr paniciparjon - Inrernarionalisr exr€nsion and .oordi
nation.Ihe present req ! ned ents 5re noth ing le$ tha n th i! selr-manaSe
n€ntisnothingl€s."Froma flay3q1963communiqu4,signedENR CES
SIIUATIONIST NTERNATIONAT COMM rIEE, COUNCIL FOR MAINTAIN.
ING THE OCCUPATIONS, n.de availabl€ over th. tntefret by K.n Xnabb
at <wvv.slip,net/-knabb/sl/May63io6,htm>.
15 | Jorgen H.b6mar reg,tt arbr cririr lrosoN: sErcoN ri6s, ]975l1st
Geman€dition grJi p.35.
17 | rhe ctuis ot Denoc1cy,op- cit.,p.113.
1a I Ih€ ongins of the'coni€ryative rcvolution" ae descdbed by rcth
Dircninanercellenib@k,r€rtva,9{li*erd,raE cIp fls:M6oNsD^dR, 1e lTftoBas tr.nk, t/,e co,guerr o/cool kNrc^6o:rHE lNrv*ft or

20 | Fanl, ibid., p. 229i the references ro H.My a@ on pp. 2s and 233.
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Astading point can be taken from a few sugge1t ve remark,
by the business anatysts Pioreand sabet, in a book catlea lre
second tndutuiaL Divide b9a4) Here the authou speak of a regu-
latian ctisis, which 'is ma*etl, V the rcalimtion thal eristing
in stitutia n s no longer se.urc a tu o*able tudt ch bela eetu the pro
d.ilctian antl,the co6umption o/goods'. 'z1 They locate two such
cises ln ihe history ofthe indrstrlal societi€s, both ofwhich we
have alreddy considercn through the eyes of the Frankfurt
Schoat:' tlv ti,s e of rhe IaW c o rp a tutions, in th e lote ninet eenrh
centurf, antl, ofthe Kcnesianuelfdre sratu, i,ntlv , g3os Ip. Sl.
ourown era has seen a third such crisrs:the prclonged reces-
sion of the r97os, cLtminatingwith the o Lshocks of r9B and
1979, aid accompanied by endem c labor unrestthrcugholtthe
decade Ihis crisis provoked the innitutional collapse of the
Fod st mass production regirne and the welfare nate, and
thereby set the stage for an /rdunrbldlyde, which the alrho6
stuate in the eady 198o!:

'Ih e b nef tuon ent s uhen tha p atl\ ol ind,uslfi aL d,eeelopment
i,tself is at issw ue caII i,nd.uarr''al dirid.es. At suchmonents,
sociol conflicts ofthe most appBently bntelated. kind.s d.e-
temitue the d,i€ction ol technologico.l de"elopmetut for the

follouing d.endes. Although itd.usnialists, uo:*eB, politi-
cians. an l htellectuals may onlfbe d,inly abare nr Ey

litce technologi,cdl choices, the acttons that thef take sho,pe
ecotuonic ibtitunons fat long ituto the fururc. Itud,usttial
d,ieid,es are therehrc the bachdrop or ftane far subsequent
r€gulation crtses. h 5l

Basing themselves on obseruatons frorn Northern ltaty, the
aLrho (  dF. r 'be rqe eae,een.e of .  1ea prodl .  01 

' -g 
r"

Ld ed re^rblespec.[7;ro| .  wr( l  hey.qar"cterzea. as-br-

2r fMi.ha.ll, Piore and CharLer L Szh.l,Ihe secand lndusiial Divide
lNEw YoR* ueooo*t le8al, p. a

egy of perma.ent innovarion:accommodaiion to ceasetess
change, Gther than an effort to convol it" [p 16] Abandoning
the centralized planning ofrhe posrwaryea6, rhis new !rd!e$/
works through the age.cy of srnalt, independent prod!ction
!nits,employingskilledworkreamswirhmuLti userootkitsand
retying on relatv€ly spontaneoLs forrns of.ooperation with
othersuch tear'rsto meet rapialychanging mafker denrands at
Low cost a'rd high speed These kinds of {rffns seemed to hark
ba.ktothesoc alrelations b€tween cGftsmen n the ea y nine
teenth century, beforcthe firsr indlstraldivide that tea !o me
intrcduct on of healy machineryand the mass-production sys-
tem.,, But the r€ality, wirh n and beyond Northem t!dLy, nds
proveri more complexjand ln 1984 Pior€ and Sabetcould not
yet have predictedthesLrblecrive and o€an zationat importance
that would be acquired by a single set of prodrcts, far fiom
anlth ngassocated with the nlnereenrh cenrury:the pe6onaL
compoter and reLecommunicatlons devices.,r Non€theless, the
r€lat oi theydrew berween a ffsis n innirrt onatregularion and
an indLrstraLdlvide c.n help us Lrnde6tand the key role that

t

;

22lTh€ rerarch inspired by rhe indust at inno€tions orNorthem rtaly
is peryaded by .ulturalist or "innitutional, iheonet holding rhat foms of
aconomic o€anization Ercw out or atlembracine social srrudu€r often
n€fined by Ef€rence to a premodem radition. Su.h a reference k myni
rying. A5 Antonio Negd qrites: "tt k nor the memory of foh€r types of
wo* that kans the oveerploited laborcG ot mas veTaytoist indusries
frd to double €mployment, then to black-ma*et labor, then to oecenrEL
ired M.k and €nkepftnaudal initiatire, but inslead the stluggE csa,N
the pace imp.sed by the bo$ 

'n 
fie facrory, and the struegla aSainsr th.

union...ltkontyonthe baskof the,refus.lof wo* asthemoriw,urLe,f,
th ls fLieht nom the tactory thar on. can u n deBrand certa in cha E.te s-
ti6 initiauytaken on by n€centralized labor" M. taar.to, Y, Mouus-
Boot.ng, A, N.grl, c. s.nrilli, Des enveprites pas .onne L6 auter:
gue&on q thli. et Le se.tiet e par! lru 'suo,1993], 

p..t6.
23 | Dl66 and sab.l did, ot course, g6sp the importance of prcsEmma-
bre manufactunng toob in flexible ptodftrian l.t.rh. sednd tndEtEt
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social conflict and lh€ cultLrralcritque tha! helps focus t -
h" p4pdr -ap rgrheo'B"n dronJ fo 1 ' . rd I l  e\e .  .a r

noLo$/ofthe world we live n.
\  lar  r -e d-p h".  or  t r .  .  r -dr .  daeLon pr '8"nd "L-

ecommrnicailons intothe centratprodrcts of ihe new wave of
€conomlcgroMh that began afterthe r97os recess on? Fowdid
these conflicts affect the Lobor, managenrent and consumption
regmes? Wh.h sociatgroups were lntegrdled to the new he-
gemony of flexible capitalsm, and how? Which wer€ rE€cted
or viotently exctuded, and howwas that vioLence covered over?

So far, the mon suggestive set ofanswe6 toth€se quest ons
has come from LucBottanskiand Evechiapetto, in te No{rvel
fqtit du Capitalisn, pu6l shed n 1999. "The r thesis s that each
age or ' tp r f 'of  capi ta l ism must lustry i ts rrat ionalcompl l
.o b o .4 L.a or b,  c '  .ed.L pc'  d J i r  r"8 orr  g o ,F '

perating" the.rit que of th€ previous €ra,so that the system cdn
become toterabl€ again ar least for 1s own managers They
dent fy two ma n chatlenges to capitalsm the ciilqLre of ,"x'
ptoitaton, or whai they call '\ociat cr tique," developed tradl
rro d. l ,  Dyr-o 

^o.F,  -o.e4e' .d 
d rL".r  q.o ofaLo'o-

t ion,orwhattheycal l  ar tst iccr i t i ! !e"Thelat ter , theysay,was

D,vtde, op. .it., pp 26-201. More Cenerally, they remark that 'the ras.ina-
rion of rhecompurer-asdocumentedlntheerhograPhicnudies- sthat
the usercan adapt tio hk orherown puaolesand habits of thouShl

libid., p.261libli rhey!id not predlctjust how r rhn wouLd gc i.e. how
nuch oflhe new economy could be based on such a fasinat on.
2a I Luc soltaE$ and EvechiaFrt',Le Nouhtespit ducapitalkne lp^N's:
cAtrri^RD, 1999li tor what follows, d esP. PP.203 35.TheauthoB use
'i/eberiah m.thodolocy to p.opo* a new ideal type of capitalin entePre-
naor, .onnaciionktman.!Theydonotsystemari.allyftlatethk ideattyPe
ro a ndw sociopotitical order and mode ol prcdudlon/.onsumPtion, nor
do lh.y Cra3p the fuuambivalen.e detemined b, th. orgins otthe llex
lblelypeintheperiodarcund 1963;buttheyProv deanexcelLentdes.ip
tion of the ideolo$/ that has emerged to neukaliu e that .mbivalence.

traditonaLty a minor,lterary affa rjbut t becanre vastly more
lmportant with the mass cultural edLrcation c.rred out bythe
weliare-state un versites. Boltanski and Chiapetlo trace the
dest nies ofthemajorsocalgroups in France after the tunroil
ar'68,when uitique sociate jdined hands with.nrig{re ddr5re
They show howthe mon o€an zed fract on of the tabor force
was accorded LrnPre.edentei econornic ga ns, even as future
prodLr.ton was g.adually r€organ zed and delocalized ro rake
pLace outside union controtand state rcgulaiion ButtheyaLso
aemonslrate how theyoung, asp ring manager at .lass, whether
s! Ll in the rnive.sities or at ihe {ower echelons of enterprise,
becdme the nrajorvectorfor th€ adistic cit que of arthoritan
anism and bureaucrat ic lmpersonatty The strong po nt  of
Eottanski and Chiapetlo's book is to demonn€te how the
o 8an 7ar ondl  8L"o te4prwo/ F-o gFd op'o,ded ,a8r-
calanswertotheant i ,systemiccrLiuELcrt iq!eof rhe 195osand
605 a magical answer, at teast for the aspilant nranageial ctas

What are the soc aland aenhetic attractions of nerwo'Keo
organizat on and production?

Firsi, the pessure ofa r ig d, a ! t h o r it a i a n hierarchy s eased,
byelm natlng the complex middle'mdnagement ladder oltlre
Ford st €nterprses and open ng up sh fting, one-to-one connec
t ons betwe€n network members. Second, spontaneorscommu
nication, creat vity and r€lauonalfl! dity.an be encouraged tn
a network as facto6 of produ.tivityana motivation,thrs ovets
coming the aLienaton of mperconat, rationalized proced!res.
Th rd, extended rnob Lily can be tolerated oreven demafded,to
the extent that toot kits becorne increasingty m n aturized or
even purely mental, allowing work ro be relayed thfough t-ct-
ecommun cations channeLs. Fourth, the standard zation ofprod
ucts that wasthe visible mark of the lnd viduall aliendtlon un
derthe m.ss product on reg me.an be atrenuared, by rhe con
f gurat on ofsmalt scale oreven micro-producilon networks ro
prod'rce Limited series ofcustom objects or peBonalizea serv-



r ices ,s Fifth, desire can be stimulated and new rap dly obsotes

6 c€nt prodr.ts can be c€area by workin8 d r€ctty with n the
e cuftlralreaLm as coded by muLtimedia in parlcllar,thus at once
t addressing the demand for meaning on the parr or enrpbyees
I dnd consunreE, and resolv ng pad of rhe probtem of faLlng
; demand for the kinds of long-laeting consLrmer dufabtes pro
e duced by Ford st factories.

!  es awayofsumm ngup al l rhese advantages, rcanbesad
: that the networked o€aniz:rion gives back to the empLoyee
S o. bett€r, to the prcsumer" lhe pfope,ry of h m orherseLi

that the tcd t onaLfkm had solghtto purchase as the commod
ity of labor power Rather than coerc ve discipline, t 6 a new
form of nt€rnaLDed vocation, a calling ro creative setf-
fulf lLment n.nd through each work prolect,tharw I nowshape
a.d direcr rhe employeel behaviorThe strict division between
prodLction and consumption rends to d sappear,and atienation
appeaEro beovercome,as indivdualsasp reto m xtheir labor
with their teisure,6Even the f rm begins ro conceive of work
q!altatively, as a sphere ofcfeative activtty, of5etf r€aLDarion
Connectionist man" or in my term, ,the netwo*er' s de-

lvered from direct suryeilLance and para9zing al enalon ro De
come the manager of his or herown setf,graritiing act viry, as
Long as that act vitytranslates ar some po nt nrovaruaDreeco-

nonric exchange, the iire gra ro, for rema ningw th n the net

ob/or.Lv -he ,o,ng ad!-  
'Fr  

d ld L\Lro'  de r8-"r  ae
s.rbed by rhomas Frank could see a peEonalinierest ln this
loosening of hierarchies B!t.the glatifying sellpossession and
self-management of the networker has dn ideolog cal ddvantage
asweLl:respond ng to the demands of lvlay '68, t beconres the
perf€ci legit mailngargunreit forthe cont nuirg denruction, by
the capital5t class, ofthe heav]7, bureauc€tic,alienating, prolit'
drain ng structures of the weLfare state that also represented
mon of the historcalgaiis that theworkers had made throrgh
sociaLcrt ique Byco opt ingtheaesthetccr l t iqueof al lenat ion,
the cLrltule of the neiworked enterpriee was abte to tegtim.te
the gr.dldl exclusion oftheworkers movem€nt and the destruc
t lon of  social  prograrns.  Thus -  throLrgh ihe process that
Raymond wiLliams ' dll' r ' " " e d r ive . dd r ,o 2' o \eh
iive, tendent ous vers on of adist c crtique emerged as one oi
the llnchpinsofthe new heg€mony invenied nthee:rlyr98os
by Reagan and That<h€r, and perfected n the 199os by
Ctinton and the in mitabLe Tony Blair

To recuperate from the setbacks of the s xtl€s dnd seventies,
capiralism had to be become doubLy flex ble, impos ng casual
labor contracts and'delocaLized" production sites to escape the

;

z

I

25 l Andr.a Br.n!r,one of the Nonh rtaltan d.lighers who l.d and theo-
rizad this transition, dGtinAukhes between rha,HonogeneoG Meropo-
lk oa mass produced indust.ial de5ign, and what he calls rhe Nyb.id
Metropolitbon ol tha cnsis otclasical modernity aod ofrarionalisn,
s,ti.h discov.6 niche m3*.8, the @botizarion of the prcduction tine, the
diveEitied senar and the ethni. and cuLtuEl ninoniies.,,fhe poeti6 of
saLancq Inreryiew with Andrea &anzi," in F. Aur*h.rdt and C.Moroai.
,4dre,3.a,2r [pAR s: EorroNs Ds,voR, undatedl,p.45.
26 | n L',ihdividu incedajh lr^Ntsl HAc H €rE, 19 99, 1st €d. 19951, sociotog sr
Atain Ehr.nberg d.$ibes th e poslwar regime of consumption as beinA
'characterlzed by a pa$ive spectator ta<ihded by the lteLevision] (ft€n,

withadominantc tiquema*.dbythemodalof alienation."Hethenlink
the posiuve connoiationeofthecomput.rteminal in our own day to a
model of .ommunication pbmoiing inteFindividual.xchange5 modele!
on themes ol acr vity and rclationsh ps,withsellrealization asthedomi-
nantstereotypeof consumption lp2401. Notethe disappeaEnceof cr!
iiq0e in the i€.ond model.
27 lTh€phrase teLe.uvetradiiion'kfromrhaessay WhenwasModeh-
ism?" in Raymond Williams, Ihe Polkks of Mad.nkn, op. .ir;rhis r.\r
and theone lhat follows conliitute what s perhapsWllllamt daep.n
medl!a!ion on capitaLkt aLlenalion in lhe historicat d.velopmant of a.r
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regulationof thewetfar€state,and usingthis hagmented pro
dLrciion appaEtus to create theconsumer seduct ontand nimu
Latirg careeEthat were needed to regain the Loyatty ofpoten,
tialLy revot'rtionary manage6 and int€llect!alworkers This do!
bte movenrent is what gives rise to ihe syn€m conceived by
David Harvey as a re8lme of ftexible acclmulauon" -. no-
tion that describes rot only th€ strlcture and d sciplne ofthe
new work processes, but a lso th€ forms dnd tifespans oi the in-
dividuatly tailored and rapidty obsolescent products,as wellas
the n€w, morevotat le modes ofconsumption thatrhesystem
promotes 'z3Forthe needs of contem porary cultural cr tique we
shoutd recogn ze, at the crux olthis tGnsformat on, the rote of
the pe6on.l complter, ass€i,rbted along with ts accompany-
ingteteconrmrnications dev ces in h gh tech swearshops dcros5
thewo d Technlcallya caLc!Lato., brsed on themonrigd pin-
ciptes of order, the personal comprter has been turned by its
s o c ia tu s a g e in i o a n inrage and language nrach ne:the produc
tve nstrument, commun cations v€ctorand nd spensable re
ceiverofthe mmater atgood5 ard semiotic or even emotionat
setuices that row form the leadings€ctor ofth€ economy.,E

The comput€r and its attendant devices are at once iidue
iralandcLrlturatrools,embodylnga comprcnr se between con
troland creat v ty that hastemporar ly resolv€d the cuLturatclsis
unleashed byartisticcrltiqu€. Frcedom of movem€nt, which .:n
be d6atTed rr f !  814\ot  o-dar.  a-aro. | -gao i .e.5o e

of the centralt€ar!res of th s compromise.Ihe laptop compr-
terfrees the skiLted inteltectualworker orth€ nomad c mandger
for forms ofmobitity both physicaland fantasmar c,while atrh€
same t me sery n8 as a porrabLe instrumenr of.ontroLover the
c.suaLized laborer and the fragmented produc|on process; t
slcc€ssfutly min aturizes on€'s :ccess ro ihe rema n ng b!reau
clatc functions, while also opening a pivate chanr€trrto the
reaLms of  v i r t !ator " f ic t i t ioui 'cap ral ,  the f  iancat markeis
where surptus vaLle is produced as if by magc, desprre the ac
cumuLat ng signs oi environmental decay n th s way, the orSan -
zationalparad gm of th€ networkgcnts an artonomywh ch can
be channeled into a new producr ive discipt ine,  wh€re r  rh€
nanagement of sociat relations over distance s i key factor,
consiaitly open to a double interpretar on To recogn ze rhis
proto!nd a m b iv a Le n c e o f t h € networked comprter rhat s, the
way ts .ommLnicauve and crearive potemials have been turned
into the basis of an ideology nrasking rs remote conrroL func,
t ons is to recognne the subsrance and the fragitity of the
hegemonic compromise on wh ch the ftex bLe accumuLdtion
regme of gtobalizlng capitat has been b! lr

ceograph caldispe6aLind global coordinotion of manurac
turng,just'in-t m€ production and conta nerzed deltvery sys-
tems, a generaLized acceLeration of consumptior cycles, and a
flight of overaccum!tated.apital nro the Lightn ngjan fnan
ciaL sphere, whose movements are at once reflect€dand n mu
lated bythe eqlatly swifr evoLuton of global media: these are

l

2a lDNid HaN.y, fhe candition of Postn dehitJ loxto o: cL*Kw{I,

29ilnthetext lmmateriallabor,"Mauririot 6iiatopropos.stheno
lion of aenheuc produ.tion: lt ismoeusefulirnattemptinEtograsp rhe
prccess oftheformation ol social commonicarion and its subsumption
within the e.onomic,'to use, ratherthan the maEnal'model of prcduc
lion, the'aesthetic modetthat invoLws author, reptuductioni and recep-
uon....Theraoihor'munlose it5 individoald mahrion and benansformed
intoan indusliallyoEahizedproductionproce$ Jwirha nivisionortabol

investmenB, ord.6, and so rofrhl, teproduclio n, b..ones a mas repro
duction o€anized a.cordlng to ih.lmperatives of profitabiliry, and the
audi€nce lG@ptiodl bnds to become th€ consumer/.omnunrcsror-
Radi.al lhought in ltaty: A P.Ehtiat pollri6, .dr. paobvnno and Mi.hael
Harft IHTNNE^ro!i:uNNRs ft or !'NNBora pRsr, re66l, p. t44.1he com
puteristhekey instrumentallowingforrhisindun atorganizarion of the
author funcrio[ in constanr fe.dba.k reLarions wil]\ rhe communi.atine
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anrongthe major features ofthe flexlbte accumulation regime
as it has developed sincethe hte 197os. David Harvey, n quin-
tessential Maxist fashlon,sees th s t.dnsnat onal redepLoyment
o'c.p rdlas a readiol ro wo'lrrg-cL.<. sr Jggles whrcf Inc,eds
ngly tended to llmit the levets of resource and tabor explolta-
tion possibte within natlonally regulated space.A similar k nd of
ecsor 19 D r. ed by Piore d'd sabel wqF- hFy .lair -h.r'\o-

c alconflicts of the most apparently unrelated kinds determine
th€ couBe of technolog cal developmenf' at ihe moment ofan
industrial dlvid€. Buteven ftheydo notseem to graspthe full
arnbivatence of the ideatiype they descibe, nonetheless it s
prima.ty Botianski.nd Chiap€tto! anatyticat division ot the
rer5GnLe nrovemenb of the s xL,e. nro the two nronds ol dr
tistic and sociaLcritqle that allowr us to rndeBtand how tlre
specific aesthetc dispositions and organ zotionat structures of
the ftexible peBonatity began to crystaltize from the mid-r 98os
onward, to complete capitalism's recuperauon of- and ftom -
the democraticturmo lof the r96os

BENEATH A NEW DOMINION

f linsrst on the iocrallorm assumed bycomputers and telecom
munlcailons duing ihe rcdeptoyment of capitat aft er the reces'
son of the r97os, t is becauee ofthe centntrole that these
technoLogies, and their diverse u5e5, have played in th€ emets
genc€ ofthe global i'rfornrationat economy of today Descib-
ingthe mostadvanced state of this economy, Manu€tCastetls
writes thdt the lrod&cts o/ tl]l. neu irtJbmatian techtuatw
ind,wfi5 ore itufomation prccessing deeices or infomation
proc€ssingitsef 30Thus he indicatesthewaythatcuttumtex-
pressions, €cod€d.nd proc€ssed as nrrttim€dia, can enterth€
value ada ng Loop of digtiz€d communicatlons. ndeed, he be

30 | Man{.1 c.stelli, t e ntre olrhe Nerwort so.,ety lFN ooN: Br^.KwRr,

tieves theymurf enter it'A11 othq messagB are rcd.ucea tu n-
ti,ieid,udl indgination ofto increhin4ty mrginaLt nd, lace to -
Jirce subelrLr?s .3' 8rr Can€lls tends to see the conditions ot
entry as frndamental9 technicaL, without developiig the no_
tion that technolo$/ itselfcan be shaped by panemsofsocial,
politicaland cultural relations. Ne conceives sLrbjective and co!
lecuve agency in temrs of a primary choice of rejectton or the
n€twork, followed by more or less viabLe paths wirhin or out-
side the dominant syst€nr.The network ttsetf is not a form, blt
a denrny.Ary 5y,renir  .han8F is oI  of  he qF.r ,on

A criticalappro.ch can tnnead view compoters and tetecom-
munications as specific, pliabte .onfigu€tions within the targ€r
f rarne of what Mi6het Foucartt catk, govemmental technolo_
gies " Foucautt defines rhegovernmentattechnotogies tor more
genelaLly, govemmentality"l as'tt\e entire set olpmctices used,
to constitute, d,ef,ne. orgdnize and, instrumetutalize the sture
gies illot itud,iei.duals, intheirlreed,on, can tnee tauarus eacn
orhe..rz Ar stake here is the definition of a tevelof consr.dint,
extending beyond what foucautt conce ves as freedorf _ the
open iieti of power relations between individuaLs, where each
one rresto conducr the condlcr of others,,, thfough srrareS es
that are always reve6ibLe - but not yet reaching rhe Levet of
aom nation, where the €lations of power are rora y tmmobF
tizea, for exanrpLe through physicat connraint.

The governmental technoLogies existjusr bereafh rhis levet
of domlnatioir they are subrter forms ofcoltective chirrnerng,
appfopiate for the government of dernocEtic societies whefe

31 | Mdnu€l C.rtellj, ibid., p, 37,1.
32lMl.hel Fouautt, "LrArhique du soucid. soicomme p6nqueae B
libert4" inteBiewwith H. B..ker, R. FomeFB.r.n.ourr, A. com.!_
Mu.ller, In Diaere.ri6 lp^Rrs: c&!rr^rD, De4l, vol. tV p. 72si atso see he
excellent article by M.urlzlo L.ar.ro,,Du btopouwn a h biopolitique,"
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individuals enjoy substantial freedoms and tend to reject any
obviols mposition of althority.

It s clear that the crisis of Lungovernability' decr ed by
Huntington,It.tcher and other neoconservatlves n the rnid-
r97os coutd only find lts lesotution" wth the intrcducton of
new governmen!al technologles, determining new patterns of
social rclations; and lt has become ratherLrgentto see exactly
howthese relat onattechnologies function.To begin qu te LiteF
alLywlth the hardware, we co!Ld considerthe extraordinary in
crease in surveiLLaice pract icer s i ice the introduct ion of
telematcs. lt has becom€ commonptace at any threshold
border, cash regster, s!bwayiurnst te, hospitaldesk, crei tap
pllcaton, commerc aLwebsite to have one's personalidenti'
fiers lor even body parts flngeF or handprint!, retina pattems,
DNA]checked aga nst records ln a distantdatabase,to determ ne
if passage witl be grdnred.Thls appears as direct, someiimes even
authoritarian control. But as David lyon obsetues,'eoch arpdn-
sion olstutueitlance occuts bith a mtianalethat,like asnot. wi,ll
be accepted, bt tl\ose uhose ddtd at pesondl infotuaiiotu is
ha dLed. \ the gsten" .z3 lhe most p€rsuaslve rationaLes are
increased securlty lfrom theft orattackland riek nranagernent
by vaioLrs typ€s of ln!ue6, who demand peGonalddt€ to es
tablsh contracts.These and othera€uments lead to the inteF
nalizaton of surve llance imperatives, wh€reby peopl€ actively
supplythe r data to distantwarchefs. Brr this exarnple otvot
untary compLiance with suruelLtance procedurcs ls ontythe tip
of rhe co-r ol r.ebe g ILF mo'" po pnr d d polliLd ly irro-
bilizingforms ofsetf controlernerge n the individuatk lelat on
to the labor market partculady when the tabor in qu€ston
involves the processing of cultural information

I
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salaf ed labor, whether performed on site or at distant,
tetematicaLty con.ected tocat ons, can obviousty be monitored
for comptiance to the rules lsurveillance carneEs, telephone
check, keystroke counters, €dlo-enriitlng badges, etc.l.Th€ ofier
of freeLance labor, on the other hand, can simp9 be r€iused f
any rregular ty appears, either in the product orthe conditions
of delivery. InternaLized sellmonitorng becor.es a vitalneces
siry for the freelancer. Cultural producers are hardly an excep-
tlon,to the extentthat they offer the r inner setves forsale: at
aLtboi the highest leveLr of anistic express on, subtle forrns of
ier f - '  er \oatr ip be,ome Lhe 

' i le.ar 
ledst  re laron!oap'n.ry

marketll But deeper and perhaps more insidious effects arse
fromthe insciptionof cu[tL]ral,artisticandethicatideaLs,once
vaLued fortheir permanence, into the swiflly changing cyctes of
capitalnlalorizat on and obsolescence Among the data proc-
esso6of the cuLtulaL economy inctudingthe myiad percon-
nelcategoriesof media production,desig'r and tive performance,
a.d .lso .\randi4g h oLgh v"riou5 lo'n 5 o seft c€ p.ovson,
counseling, therapy, education and ro on - a depoliticizing cyni-
cism is morewidespread than self censoBhip.lt s described by

At rhe b6e of contenporury cyticism is the fact that nen
and, uomen leatu try spmencing tu14 ruther than lacts ...
Leamiq the tuIes, houeeet, ako means recognin^g then
unfoundedncss onn conqnnanahtr we ote no langq i4
sened ituto a si,ngk. predefrned'game in bhich ue pattici-
pate uith true coni,cti,on. Ve nou face seeeruI d,iffercnt
'gones, each deeoid of all obriousn€ss and s€.ioasnes6.
onLy tt\e site ol an inmedi.ate self-@ffimatiotu I an

33| D.vldty6n,so 4,ncesebryIsu.ni6|^n:oENuNrvERrrn65,

34 | For an ana\6is or th. {6yr that lelll @Nouhip operats in .onten,
poEry cultuEl pbductioD 5ee A.CoMnl, M. Laa6to, N, N.!ri,l? rani.
du tahit innatetut IBIII dans te ndropole padrie, [p Rrs: fH^ki-rN,
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afrmerion tl&t is nuch more btutdl drtd, arcgatut. tr,udl
nore Wiral, thz norcue enploh @thno illwioBbutuith
petect none rary ad,hercnce, tlose ee'y tules tuhose con
eettionality anal nutabilitt tue hdee perceieed.ts

In 1929, .l€an-Fr.nqois Lyotard identified language games as
an eme€lng arena of vatue producton in capitatist societies
offeing computerizea access to knowLedge, whe€ what nrat
tered was not primary research but tfansfomatory rmovej'

within an arb trary sernantic field.s5With this linguistic turn of
the economy, the unpredictable semiotic transfomations of
M.ltarm{l \otl of the dice" becarn€ a competitlve soc al ganr-
ble, as in stock ma*ets beset by insider tladlng, where chance
is another name for ignorance of pr€cisety who is manipulating
the tules Here, cynlcism is both the calse and prcr€quisite of
the player's unbounded opportun sm.AsVirno notesr'fheop
ponuni^t con[ronts d flM ol i.nterclen,eable pBibiliti,.s, hdp
ing open os matuyaA pMibla. tutuitug to the closesi and, sbetu-
ingunptetl,i,ctablffrcn otueto the oiher.' He continues: ??re
computeL forcsamplq rutl\et tl\an ame$ns to aunieonl end,.
is a preniee for successire'oppaftu istic' elaborutioE ol uo*.
Oppottunisn Ls eaLued, a.s a ind,i::pensabk Boutu ul\ene,Er
the enareg tabo. prc' ds E p@odd ry d$ap cohnuntco-
tiw action ... conputatiotwl chaket de a,nds peopleofoppol
tunity, rcod,y and uairing fot eeety chance .17 al caute, rhe
true opportunist consents to a fr€sh adv"ntagewithin any new
language game, even lf it is politicaL. potitlcs collapses into the

flexibility aid lapid tumovertimes of market retations.And this
is the meanlng of Mmo! nonic rcference to Hab€rm.s,s theory
of comrnunicatveacton.ln hisanatsisof democracy! tegiri
matlon.dsis, Habermas observed thatconsent in democtaric
socieries ultlmately rests on e.ch citDenS betiefrhat in cases of
doubr he could be convin.ed by a detailed a€umenr, 'Onry r/
motietttions lor actlo s no longer opetated, thtough Mrll.s rc-
quiritug jtsti{tcati'n, ann if pe oMIW q$tems no ro gerhad,
to frnd rhet uniry id ide tiry sectunng interyretire systems.
could, the accEtatu@ of d,.cisio\swithout rcasonsbecone rcu
tine, that i, couLl, the rcadinus to confom absolutelybe pro-
dwed, to any d,esircd, d,egee .s What was locial science fiction
forHabernas in r9B becamea realry for Vi.no in the eady
199os: personal ty systems without any aspnation ro sLrbjective
truth,without any need for securc pro.esses of coltective tnter-
pretation And worse,this reatity was constructed on disto.ted
forms ofthe catlby the radlcalltalian left for an altoflotrrous

The point becomes clear:to describe the irnmareiattaborer,
llprosurner/ii or networker as a flexible personatity is to descije
a iew fom ofalienation, not alienation from the vitatener$/
and roving des.e that were exalted in the r96os, but Inne.o,
al  en.rron'  or  pol  r i (  d,o-rery.  wL,L!  .  r le demo(?r. .  sFn5e
is not a profitable affair and cannot be endtessly recychd nto
the prcduction of images andemouons.Theconfiguration of the
ftexible personality is a new fo.m of sociat controt, ir wn cn
cutLre rras an imponanr rcle to play. tt is a dis&ned fom of

t

I

;

35 | Paob\rmq'The Ambi€Ln.e of Diefthantmem,'in tudical fiolgrr

35 lL.ttrd, La.on lition p\nnodneiRappo.trulertui. [r RE irNur,
19791, esp, pp. 13-14 et 31,33.
37 | t!616 vlmo, "Ih€ Ambi€l€nce of Di*nchantnenr," op. cit., p, 17,
CompaE Sennett disc!$ion of a 1991 U,t 8ov€hment Eport on the itills

people need in a Sqibl€ economy ,'in Rexible toms ot woa, th. phyeB
make up th€ rutes as they go along,., past perrormanc€ k no suroe.o
Fes.nt r€mrds; in each office t8am€'you sta.t ow rrom rh€ beglnnin8l
Richad sennet, |te Corcrio, otchaE cEtrheteRond coMquee, of
Wo* inthe Nu captalitn INN roR( xornN, i998l, p. 110.
33 I J0rg.n H.b.m*, aesttrarb, crrlr op cit., r. ,r4.
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the adist c revolt against authortar anism and standardizatlon:
a s€t oI practices and technlq!€s for "constitut ng, definlng, oF
gan z ngand instrumentalz n8'the levotutlonary ene€ieswhich
er'reEed n theWenern socletes in the r96os, ardwh ch fora
time seemed.apable of tlansforming sociaL retarions.

Ihis notion ofthe flex ble personatity, that i5, ofsLrbjectivrty
as ir is mod€led and channeled bycontemporary cap taLism,cai
be shapened and deepened by looking oLrtsde of France and
beyoid the aspkant m a n a g e r ia Lc la s s, to the dest ny of another
grcup of proto revolutionary social actors, the racial z€d lu mper
proletar iat  in America,  f rom wh ch arose the powertuL
eman.ipatory forces of the Black, Ch c€no and Americai nd an
movements n the s xt e5, followed bya host of ident ty'grou ps
thereafter Herc, at one of the points where d realthreai wat
posea to the capitalst eynem,the dialecilc of ntegrauon and
exctuslon becornes morc apparent and more clrel.One the one
hand, dentity formations are encouGged as stylistic resources
for commodif  ed cr l tu€l  product ion,  wi th the ef fect  of
deflecting the issles away from socialantagon sm. Thus for
exampte,themolLi fy ingdscoumesof latecutruratstudes,wi lh
thek focus on the entertainment meaia,  could provlde an
excetlent d straction frcm the kind ofserlous confl ctthat began
to emerge in Am€rican unversties in the ea y 199os, when a
nrovement arose to make nanatives of m norty emancipation
tuch as 1, Rigobetta Mencht a part of the so'calLed literary
canon." Using the enormous resources concentGted by the
n ajo '  rormq'  L l  r  ed d -  reLev,< or.  c,ne-a poo nJ5iL
regionalculrures and subc!ltures are sampled, recoded into
prcduct fom, and fed back to their orignalcreatoG va the
mmeasurably w der and more profitabteworld market.sr

Localdlfferences ofrcception are seized upon everywhere as
proof ofthe open, universalnaturc of gtobalproducts. copo
rate and govemmental hi€rarchies are also mane open to sig,
nlficant nu mbels of non white subj€cts, whenever rhey are wi -
rr8 to pLay rle manaSeTAnr gdae. h. s a. e$ennaL .eqLire

ment for the legiumacy of ttansnational governan.e. EurwheF
€vef an identity fomation becomes probternatic .nd seems
likelyto thrcaten the rrban, regionat, or g e o p o lit ic a tb a ta n c e -
I'm think ng panicutarly of the A.ab world, but aLso of the Bat
kans -then wh€t Borls Euden calLi the "culturat touch,' opeF
atesquite differently and casts ethnic identity not as comrner,
cialgold, but as the signifer ofa reglessive, 'tribal" aurnofita|
anism,which can tegitimatety be repressed.

Hefe the book fmplre contains an essential tesson: that not
the avoidance, but innead the stimLrtat on and managementof
locatconflicts is the keystone of transnarional governance. & In
fact the u nited stares themsetves are al€ady governed that way,
in a state oi permaneir low-intensty civilwaf Ma'rageabte,
arms consuming erhnic confticts are pedectg.srfofthe millof
capitatist empire.And rh€ rea{iry ofterrorism offers the pe.Ject
oppodunity to accentuat€ suryeiltance fLrnctions - wth full
consen rcm the maloity of the citizenry.

;

39 I can rcsearch work in cultoral nudie5, such as Dl.* Hebdige s clasic
stb.ulture, the Meanhg ofstyle, now be dlr..tly instrumentalized by
m6*eting specialists? a5 mu.h is su8€€st.d in the book conroditvolr

,rre.t, ens.lhoms Frank and fi:trweiLnd [NEw rorK: Nofior, r99r,
pp. 73-17, wherc Frant and Dav. |nuteh€y prcs.nt a fictional ,buy rcc
ommendation' ror would,be sro.k-harlct iNesro6: tonsolidar.d D.vi
anc€i ric.I'iconDev l is unarSuably the nation! teader, it not tne sote force,
in the f.bn€tiorl consulrancj, licensing and medandtsing ot dwiani s!b-
cultur.l p6cti.€. with ia svinS ol hi8hty successful ,subcultsn" mse
nark€led youth culture campaicns hiehlighting Epid sryli$i. tudow and
heavy cross-media a.c€soization, Conoev haj brought rne auue of the
ma€inalikd to the consuming public.'
40 | see Michael H.dt and Antonio N.gd, tuptE [cAMe D6E, x^$:
H^rv^iD uN vRs n hssi , oool, pp, 1 9&201: 'rhe tdple impeErive of the
Empie n incopoEt€, lifferenriate, hanage.,'



r With these last considerarlons we have obvousty changed
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e make the ideal type work corectly, one shoLr Ld never forget the

; hardened pollticatand economic frames within which the ftex-

I ibte personatity evolves Pior€ aid sabel point out that what

; they calL 'flex bl€ specaLtaton was onLy on€ side or the re-

: sponse that emerged tothe regulation crisis dnd recession ofthe

i 197os. The other strategy is global tr 'aims at e'tendingthe
:: frdss-pro,l,Lcti.an nad,el h d.oes sa by Iinking the prcductiotu

I faciLities and narfreis ofthe adeanced, counties uith the fast
est gaui,ng thid uotld caututties. mis rcspoBe amaututs ta
the use ofthe caryarc,tiotu t^otu d tuuhinatiotual enhtyl ta sta-
bi,lizema*etsitu avottd, ulwetlv foms of coopemtian among
staies cafl no laflget do the job .'1

n effect, the transnauonal corporation, piloted bythe flnan'
calmarkets,aid backed !p bythe milltary powerand legalar-
, I  r " ,  rL pofr laG-7, o A.Lr(  toLo or4rtree o.o- i i  gov

ernance ofthe world from the formercolonial lmperiaListstruc
tures.lt has lnstatlei, not the "multinauonal Keyneslan sm" thal
Piore and sabet considered poss ble an arrangemenr wir ch
would have ent.iled regulatory nrechanisrnsto ensurc consumer
demand throughouttheworld - but instead, a system oipreda
tory investment, calculated for maxlmum sharchotder retum,
wherc ma.lo-economic rcgLrLation functions onLyto insule m ni-
mal inilat on, ta ff free exchange, and low labor costs.The m li
tary- ndustrlal complex," decied as the founiainhead of power
n the days ofthe authortaran personalty, has been supe|5eded
bywhat ls now being call€d the "WaLl Street-Treasury complex'

''a power elte. la C.Wright Mitls, a definite network ng of
like minded luminades among the lnstitutions WallStreet,th€
leasury Department, ihe Siaie D€partment, tlr€ rMF, and the

41 I ?rore.nd s.bel, thesecod/,du snial Divide, op..ir., pp. 16-17).1. rL
s.ction on Multinationat Keynesiankm, pp.252-57.

worrD 6^NK most prominent among them".4
What klnd of labor egime s prodlced by ihis tGnsnalonal

network ngamongthe powerelte?onlune r3, roor, one could
read In the newspaperthata sharp d.op in compuhrsates had
triggercd layoffs of 1o% of Compaq! world wide worktorce, ana
5% of Hewtet Packardt - /,ooo and 4,7oolobs rcspecuvery.
ln th|s sitlation, the highlymob Le Detlcorporation was pois€d
to draw a competirive adv"ntage from irs vefiarile workforce:
'nobo'J are jusr not Jlehbte enoryh, @hereas each @nputer is
unique. explained the presiderr of Dell Europe.aWith itslust
rn trme proauction p.ocess, De[ can mmeniately pass atong the
drop ln component pri.es to consumere, because it has no old
proalct Lyingaround in warehousesjar the same ttme, t s un
der no obLigation to pay idle hands for regllar8 houshiftswhen
rpre srowork I 'L '  iL ras a, 'davI .aDbea tha -Lmoe11po
sition from Compaq and tt is hungry fo. rnore. ?r.sgoingrob€
itre Eosnio, gloated an upper manager. rahng.sech no*€t
shates is the chatuce of a hfetine.

Th s kind of rlthless pleasure, againsta background ofexpto _
taton and exclusion, has become enrrfety typicat - an exampte
ot the opportunkm and cynicsm thar rhe flex bte persondr!y
toLer.tess BLi was this what we r€aly expecred from the cr!
tiqre ofaLihorty in the r96os?

,12 J l.gdilh Bh:gw.ri,'The capitarv,yth: FohighAfaij Ma!I!^e 19ssl
t€xt Milable at <w.asianedia.ucla.edu/oeadliie/bhagmti,htm>.
rt3 | 'U ne ctue sa B praedent ebran te t infomatiq ue nond iale," ae l,torde,
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44 | The uuinat€ reasoh tor rhk toteGnce.ppears to be reai In so,tu,ce
€4 rE4e l'^Rri lutr, regSl, the tabo, p:vchotoSbt chrtstoph. D.jorB
srudies the "banalization of.vit, in contenpoEry hanagement. Beyond
the.a.i or peru.Ge or paranoid sadism, concentEted at the roo, he iden_
trfie!rhr inpeErive lo dnptay (ourage and vnitiq d. the prihdf moral
justiricat'onfordoingthedirtywo*,'Is.lectionforlay otts,en,ocm€m
of p.odr.iivity demand5 etc.l. ,rhe coledive strat.Ey of delenF entaits
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coNctusloNs

Posing as a wro €presentative, a provocateur frorn the group

known asthe Yes Men recently accePted an invitation to speak

at the lexrrles otthe Fulure conference jn TamPere, Finland. Tak-

ingboth an historicaland a futurlst c view, Hank Hardy Unruh

expla ned how an unplearani event lk€ the u.s.Civitwar need

never have hapPened market laws ensurc that cotton_prckrng

staves in the South would eventuallyhave been frced. FeedinS,

clothing, houslng and pollcing a slave in a country tike Firland

would be absurdly expensive today, he argued, compared to

wsges ln a country llke cabon,wher€ the costs of food, clothes

and lodg ng are minirnal,and even better, the prlce ot pol c ng

is nil, since lhe workeG are free 8ut he cauiioned that the use

of a remote workforce had already b€en tded ln cowtries Like

India: and the screen of h s PowerPo,rt presentation showed

footage of ot€6 protesting Brt!5h tule.To keep a chandilike

sluation of worke6'revoLt, hand spun cotton and locals€lf'

sLrfficiency from ever developingagain in our time, he sard, the

wro had a textite soLution.
It was at this point that an assittant apP€ared betore the

crowd and rlpped off Mr Unruh! nandard busin€ss ature to

r€veata gtrtrer ng,gotden, skin-tight body 5ult, equippen wirh a

yard long i'rftatable phaltussuddenly springnguP irom thegrorn

area and seemlng to dance about w th a tife of ts own Anir'lated

graphcs on the PowerPolnt screen showed a similady outfitted

man cavortingon a tropicalbeach the lr4a.dgernent L€iqrre Suit,
Unruh €xplained,wasconceved totransmit pleas ng nforma-
t on through implanted body ch ps when th ngs were Co ngwell
in th€ d stant factory But lhe end ofrhe proruberance housed
a television monitor,wlth a tetematic control paietallowing th€
manager to rntetuene whenever LrnpLeasdnr information signaled
trouble in fhe mak ng: ftis t s the Employe. ylslalizahanAp

penddge, an instantly d,eplayable hip naunted, d,ed,ce uith.
hand.s-{tee operutio^, uhi,ch alLous the manager ro see his
enplqaes ditectlI, ds tueU as rccei,w aII rcLennt dara abour
them, Unruh cont nued,.5 while the ald ence clapped and
whstled.

With thisabsurd parody, the Yes Men, a r c h e t y p a Lf ig u I e s of
orr society s capac ty forconsent,s€em to have captlred every
d€ta L of the modern controland consumption reg me Could o.e
posbly adg,ecberra l ldga o rre. \4_o-(  ou..  pL4

sawy,nomadlcand hedon sticmodern manager, connected di
rcctly nto flows of informarion,abte and competled to respond
'oa y ra! 'c o, .b._e1.o)181\ l ladr_h!<.- .1or| |  e por.
It ng lav shly from his stock opuons,always up in the air between
vocation and vacation, w th unlimited pleasule and technoLog cal
controlright at his fingertips?True to its ethics ofto[eral|on, rne
corponte audi€rce toved the lexi l€s, the rechnoLogies,ani the
joke a5well, at least !ni I th€ ertire conferenc€ wa! rid curea rn
the press the next day. Did they evei wirce as images ot rhe
distait work€rs f fteen,year-old Asian women on a factory
f loor,  k ids squatt ing dt  lath€s -  f lashed up rapidly on the

:

I

a denial oi the s!ffering Masioned by the nasty jobt ..rhe ideoloAt or

economic Gtionalkm consists,., - beyond th€ exhibition of vni[tv - in

makinecy.ickm pa$ tor force of chEract€n for dei€rmination and an

elevat.d Fnse of couectiv. responsibilities.. in any case, for a sense of

tuph-intividual kl!@B llp. lo9r111. UndedyinSthe d€tenr mecha_

nisn5, D.louB finds bo|h rear or peBonal responsibi[ry and tuar or be_

coming a victim oieselictpP.a9ll&

45 I rhe story of theYes Men ir rou by RtMark, coeorate consutting for
the 2l5t Century, at <wwwrthark.com>; or go dnectly ro
<w.theyesfr en.oG/tinland>.



GENOA

In London onJune 18th,1999, someone taped !P a Poster
ofa target - actually a crossed-outtarget,protestingthe
viotence ofthe Kosov@ war- onto the deek display
window ol d Me(edes dealeahip.C,osed-oLt or ao
the taGetguided one of the blowsthat shattered the
window. Nearby, the glas portals of the hoge u+t
building ITHE roNDo{ r\rFeN
ND @noM rycNcElwere also smashed, in a direct
attacl on globalDed f,nance caPitalism.

movement aSainst corporate globalization hasthrived on
tfedmbiSJoLs relarionrberwee. politicaleLononi.
(rriqLe, non-violent cdrnival. dnd ulban SuedUd a, rion'
involving the destruction of private property. The ability
to bdngthese things together at strategicalLy targeted
places and times has lentthe movement itsstartling
+rength and agency, its power of attraction and its s€nse
of a multivatent threat to the dominantorder But that
dynamicsuddenlychangeddirections inGenoa.Through
the use of agent provocateurs and cynically well-timed
cl'drges, rhe pol .e were able to turn the rtreel fighr,ng

I

e

I

a

crNe,ruw2odt*do:Me,R

The flexlb{e pe;sonalty represents a contemporary form of
governmentatity, an lnternatized and cull!latized pau€rn of '\oft'
coerclon, which iofetheless can be d recrly correldted to the
harddataof Laborcondt ions,blrearcrat icandpolcepractces,
border r€gimes and rn litary inteventons Now that the typi
.aLchira.terist cs ofthis mentallty and in d € e d o f t h is'c ! Lt u rc -
deology '" have come futly nto view it is h gh li.ne that we
ntervene, as ifielLectuatt and ctzens The (!dy of coerciv€
patterns, contribut ng 10 the deLiberatety exagg€rated figufe of
an dealtype, is one way th.t dcddem c knowLedg€ production
cdn contr buteto the risingwave ofdemocratic dissent lr par-
tlc! lar, the keatment of inrrnateral'or'aesthetic productor
standstogain irom th s renewaLof a radically negat ve crltique

a6lThe notion rhat .ontefrpo€ry tBnsnational .apitalism leeitimates

ikelf a nd ren d eu its. Lf der irable th roogh a tultu re idedldgy" i! n€ve Loped
by Lesli€ sthn, in the lrareaddral Captbltu claJr llondon, Bla.kwell,

20011.



into an €xc05e to attackthe movementas a whote, in a

catculated attemptto destrcy not only its agencyon the

grcund,but also its crcdibiliry in th€ public eve ln cenoa,

we became the ta€et both of violence and of a

deliberate def amat,on camPaisn

themselves are unfathomabty stupid, so thev went on to

do a totalLy unjustifiabte raid on the 6eroa social Forun

after the demos were over - a blunderthat will cost the

Berlus.oni government dearly D€monstrations were

held in fifty ltalian cities oniune 24, and the centecleft

opposition, which actualLy organized the C8 in Genoa

beforcthe arivalof Berlus.oni, is now catlingforthe

resignation of Interior ministerSc.jola This political

dimension ofthe cLash is no accident in ltatv'where a

key member of the Geroa Social Fo.rrn ' the poLitical

pafty Rifonda2ione Cannunata - withdrew its supPort

frcmthe centeFleft coalition in the recent election5'

d€nouncingthe false atternative offered bvthe Pseudo-
Left.The idea is to break a useless consensus, whereby

'\ociatists"sit in governments but ceaseto PU6ue any

left potitics.Thestand taken in Cenoa byspLinter parties,

but also byth€ religious Drop Ihe Debt camPaign an'l

middle-class ecologcal and faid6de networks like neta

r,/l,put, hasfinally Placed the new forms ofcapitalct

dominal on at the heartof a nariondldebate \l'owing

thatthe pdce of b€akingthe rulingconsensus 6 a smeLr-

Cenoa h a turning Point,marked by the

death of Carlo Giuliani, an innocentyoung man caught

up in a potitical firestorm. The vatue and the extreme

dangerof mas movements in ouraLienated cities LeaPs

I
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Those who admire the Frankfud s.hool,or, ctoserto us, the work
of Mich€t Foucautt, can hardly reflse the chalLenge of brlng-
ng ther aialyse, up to date, at a ume when the new sysrem
and style of domination has taken on crynatdear oltlines.

Yet I is obviols that the mere description of a system of
domindt on, however prec se and scientlfcally..curite, w ll
feversufflce to dispelii.And rhe model of governmentatity, wrth
altits nuances,eas Lytends tselfto lnf nite lntrospection, which
wouldbeb€tteravoded.Thet imelnessof cr i tcal theoryhasto
do $ Lh _r"  Do\br l r /  o ' r"  r ' ingd BhJ d L,(  cLea "  

ra --
fecuve deolo$i, wh ch his ntegrated and neutraLized a cedain
rumbe. of fomerly allernativ€ proposals But it is lmportant to
avoid lhe tftp into wh ch the Frankfurt SchooL, in particular,
seem5to havefalL€n rhelmpasseof .  cr t ique50totalz inEthat
i! Leaves no wayout,exceptthrough ar exce5sivet sophrsticated,
contemptative, ard rliimately eltist aenhetics. C rit qre today
mrst rema n a flllypubLic practlce, engaged n commur cdtive
action and ndeed, commun c.tve actvism: the.€ creation ol
an oppostionatcrlture,in forms spec ficatly conce ved to rcs st
the inevtable a$empts atco-optaton.47Th€ fig!re of the iLex
ibLe personalty can be publcly rid culed, satrized, ts support-
lng nni tut ion5 can be at tacked on pol i t lc . l  and econom c

a7l Hance iha pahdoxi.at,yetessential refusaLtocon.€ive opposiiional
poLitkal p6cii.e ar the conliitution ofa pa.ty, and indeed ota unifi€d
socialclas,forthesaizureof nata poweiAmonethe betterlomulations
of this paradox k Mlgu.l Ben.s:y.g and Dicgo Snulwark, Du cortre
polvotlp Rrs:rAD(ouvRiE,,oool. hir no.oin.]den.ethattheSoohabo
d.abwithrhepo$ibilityof tEnslomingthemodasof knowladgeprodlc
tion: Ihe ditur€h.e lie5le$ in belonging or not to a state stru.turc lik€
the university,than in the adiculation with altenarive dynamics that
coprodu.e,.ewod and dktriboi.rhe fo ms of knowledge. That must be
doneinsitesof 'minority' [i e. non-hegemonic ].ouhterpower,which.an
gGdualLy padicipate lnthecreation of a poweduland vibcnt bloc of coun



out into daylight, in the country where the st6te$/ of

Leftkt politicat vioLence was tried and failed jn the

seventies.Frcm this point forth €veryone must be much

moreclearabout th€ kinds of coatitions they engage in l

want to be precise here.InGenoa there was a

potitical target for the destruction: bank and corporate

headquartea, Bur dozensof p vate caR also became

burning baiiicades, and far too many smatlshops werc

tEshed Iby potice provocateu6 or not, we'lt never knowl

AiL that looked bad, and notjust onry.Anyone hone+

has to admit that the vjolence o glnated not only from

agent-provocateuB and €onsciously anticapitalct

anarchists, but atso from disaffected youth, aPolitical
gan$ Basques and other nationalists, and even Naz

skins. Relatively smaltgrcups are enough to drawwhole

crowds into the riot.can the violence be kept on target,

when the movement against caPitatisl globalization tke(

tothe ma$ scal€that it must reach to become

Acco rd i n 9 to a utho. it ati v e An e i ca n

sources there were fve thousand violent demonstators tn

the SlackBloc,"scajola said in pa iamentonJuLy23,

dramaticalty upping the count from the three to four

hundred serious window'smashe6 that most People saw.

The hard tinefrcm Bush,Etairand Berlusconiis ciear

criminatize the movement, Paint cdtique as teror' The

only answer is to Politicize the movement further,to
giv€ it a powedutly dissenting voice within a public

debdte that ha\ been Gdu..d sin.e 1989to subsrantive
.onsensus oetween lefl dnd ri8ht.lhdt srrate$r requires

thatthe violence not bedenounced orexPtained away,

but rccognized forwhat it is;the haftingerof a farwider

e
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grounds, itstralts can be exposed in cllturaland artrstic produc i
tlons, itedescrpton and the search for alternativ€s ro rs reign !
can be conceived nor as another.cademic ndustry and an- I
otl er Dol plr dl .or F o im r" €nc p.oc r_r n.r - bu i-\te.a i
as a chance to heLp create new forms of iirellecrual sol dartty, i
acoltective project fora better society. When lt rs caried ort in 9
a Pe6pectve of social transfomration, the exerc se of negative i
critique itseLf can have a powerfu I subjectiv zing force, it can :
beconre a way to shape oneself through the iemands of a shared 6

Theflexibl€ personatity is not a dest ny And despitethe de
ologies oi res gnat on,despite the dense rcatiues of governmen
talstructures in our controlsoclet e5, nothlng prevents the so-
phist cated forms of crit cal knowledge, etaborated in the pecu,
lar temporality of the univer ty, irom connectlng d rectlywith
the new and aho complex, highly soph sticated forms ofdissent
appearing on the streets n the process, "artnic crtiqle" can
a8dr " jo in ha erL.alore,pLorarror ls i  ryp"ol . ro$over s
exactly wlr.t we have seen in the w d€ Gnge of movements
opposlngth€ agende of neol beratgtobalizationl,Thedevetop,
n ent of  a-  oopos r 'ondr \ ,  L oo "  Lon ow e.r"-d ,o ,  ,d.  )

^rdqr l ld 
ILr"  or  nLlLd.onJ i 'c \ r l

as llhe notion ofa new.mulation,on rn ethical bas s, between ffte and
independe nt su bj ects seem s a far m ore prdm isinE future tor i he so.ial ti€
than any restoEtion of traditionaL authoity. Rich.rd Senn€tdoesn t hida
a certain nostalgia for !h e lattef in fh. conosjoh of chaQctet, ap cir., pp.
1 5. 6 brr 5",enJts,rd norc,ntere*,n8lr. r\ar r ll-c p o!e$ vie*
of community... rcf Ledad ii.urent politi.alstudies of delibeEtiva democ
8.y... the evolving exPle$ion of diegreement is taken to bind people noft
tnan the sheer d eclarau on or '.oii.ct pi n.iples [pp, ]43,t41.
49 | For a Slimpse into the way intellectuab, adivtts, wodeE, and artfrs
..n ioope o e:n di>enli18 oLriol!. \ec Su*n C€org., 'f x ng o n\ ng
rhdwro, in Le t \ 4 a n d e d i p l a m a f, g u €, J a n u a i y 2ooo, availabLe at <
w.en.monde diplomatique.frl2000/01/07george>.
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conftictto come, if the destructively alienating
tendencies ofglobalization are not reversed. But to make
that claim politicatly atso requires backing it up with a
morc deliberaie and legibte rclation to the viotence on
rhe ground.And that meanswalking a tjghtrope, between
the chaos of urban wa are where we become the target,
and the slide back to a gentle consensus that jun ignorcs
thedeadlyconnadictionsof gtobalized capitalism.

hdiED oN dlxdMocdcY l ruw,6l ,oo1l

more coherent and serious organizations knowthG, but
they can neither controlnordo withoutthe mass move
rnent. rhe civilsociety associations are Setting scared.
lhe rop( drd rh€ apol in.algd.S\ srLl lo l  L l -d4ge their
tactics.A lotdepends on the people in between:the
genuine anarchists, the Iute Eiarcre4tyle d ire.t
actionists, and the average protestorwho sees red and
picks up a stone.ltl time for everyone, notto pu{lback
from the movement - not afterthe success ofthecenoa
demonstrations - but to think a Lot more about what
their targetsreal tyare,andhowtoreachthem.The
ambiuon to blockthe summits is attaiiing its timits, and
thetremendouslyproductivebatarcebetween criti!ue,
carnivat€nd illegalacuon has come to a point of
extreme fragility.Ihe politicaL debates ln ltaly, the social
movementsthatarc likelyio ensue therc this falL, and
the diffuse, worldwide protest againstthe unreachabte
Mo meeting in Qatarthis November may help set into
motion a new language and a newstrategy - which we
urgently need before the next mass protest on the
dangerous European streets.

a
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tiaLly externalied nro personal compLrters,and a considerabl€
knowledge capital" has sh fted fronr rhe schools ano un vere -

t es ot the welfare nate into the bod es and m nds of imnrate
ial laborcrs: ih€se assets can b€ approprdted by attrhose w tt-
irg to simpLy lse what is already ours and to rake rhe rsks of
pol i tk: l iutononryanidemocrat icdissenr thehisroryof rad
cally democfal c movements can be exptored and d€epened,
while the goals and pro.esses of rhe presenr movement are
made explc t ann brought openty nro debare

The program s ambtious B!t the atternat ve, ifyou prefer
isjlst to go on play ngsomeofe eLse s ganre - atways n rhe atr,
Detwe€n vocat on and vacat on, eyes on the laten nfomation,
finge15 on the conrrols. RoLLing the toaded dice,again and aga n

Thk e$ay was initially presented at a synposium.aued,Ihe Coliural
Tou.h,"o€aniued n June,2001, at rh€ KuNsrERNrus in \4enna by soris
suden, St€fan Nowotny and rhe



BOR S BUDEN lThe tetrorisr art.ck on rhewortdTradeC€nrer
seems to have made the events ofc€noa irretevant. Musr we
accept that? lscenoa reatty not an issue.nymore?
BR]AN HoLMES I  lhe demonnrat ons in Cenoa ra s€d the
spect€rolenhistoicaLfepet i ton,wherebyfascistcelements n
the ltilian natewolld onc€ again rse mar pLrlated vioLence ro
torc€amalorsociatmovement ntoextrernism,juqtastheydld
n the r97os You .ould say the ltalan microdrama pal€s into
nslgnif cance before the outbreak of this new terrorsm on a
massive, unprcc€defted scale h fact the situaror s b zarcly
sirn Lar,onty the stakes have drast cally ncr-oased t ts obvous,
or 'd p. . . io l  . , ' ra l  .nDddol"be"._o'r-od,-p-

ber ir - taking the form of a d rect atrack on globaLization3
prem €rrn lilaryand f nan.ialcenters offe6rhe perfectexclse
ior a criserldden c.pitalsm to irstatlrhe fatrreach ng poli.e
controLs req! redto rnainla n all ts ex.tusionary bordeE, and ro

r i tddoM 6.61 rrdo.oPDo

erates The failur€ of this polce program coutd b€ a newwo d
war And its s!.cess coutd spettthe end ofo!r d€mo.rati. r ghts

BB lEveryone iocuses on ihe violence. sut what is the nature
ofthis viotence?whatdoes itdean in cenoai and in NewYork?
BH I n Cenoa, we saw the state produ.ing rhe vioten.€, ro a
ceita n erlent,then l!rnlnga redorbled violence backon dLLoi
us,ev€n t  h e m o n p e a c e t  L LT o a c € r  t  a in exrenr and no one can
say exactly how far the US and the globalzed capitaln sy5
tem proalce th€ vlolence com ng kom the Arab world. The U5
serctLy tunded Bin lad€n durng rhe Afghan war aga r5r th€
Soviets;  s nce then h s n€twork has profred from ih€
a€reguLated, cr minalz€d f nanclalmarkeG, while gain ng sup
pod as an erpr€ssion ofspreading poverty and oppfession Frow
cdnyo! €xpect peace in a borderlesswo d undercondttions of
synem c ine!uality?AfterCenoa, wlote th.r the violenr ctashes
wete the hatbtnqet af a fat witlet canJli.t ta cane, if the destruc.
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tiveLy alienating tendencies of glabaLimtion are not rcversed'

BB I You ako wore rhar cenoa wa! . t(rnlng point, wh.re th€
antiglobaliation md.ment begins to wlk a kind of tith&ope
- .nd .ot only In r.l.iion to violence.
BH llhe realturnlng point willcome when the r€slstance is
masslve enough to block specific lines of lnstltutionat develop-
ment and open !p new spaces for socialexper mentation.You
can see the new deas foreshaaowed in Brdzilwith the partici-
patory budget program in the city of Porto Alegrc, which is an
in f r a n a t io i a lin it ia t iv e, or in France with 

^rr 
c's caltfor ue trr

stitltion of aTobin tax,which is a supranational initiative. We
seem close to definitive blockage of the r,tF's aoster ty prcSranrs
and the wro t€de synem, which would rnake moreaudacious
e\pe' i rer  l5 possible But arerEct.vr l  s ro-e-r  o l 'n( ,Fa( i rg
strength, the intemal contradlctions of the cducal r.ovement
can threaten to tear it apan That's where we srad walking a
tightrope.And that's the point, in 6enoa, where the ltalian po-
lice stepped in,cLassicatly, cynlcally, to intensirythe movemenfs
ambivalent vioLence and use it as a pretext for naked repress on.

sB I You say'\re." lut who k iie "we{ or this movement? wiy
doe5 it take the form of 3tr.et prote*s?
sH I Civen the strength of the rght-teft consensus in the pats
liaments - and rttimately ofthe neol befal "Washlngton con-
sensus" l th inkthe movementassuch had to begn wth dra-
matlc actions n streets around the wo d, actions generatlng
theirsymbotic powerfrom a roving mix of intellectuat ciuqu€,
civit dlsobedience, carnival,.nd destrlction o{.opoGte prop
erty.These prctests forced the media to admit the existence of
a global resistance to neolibeGl pol cies. At thesameilme, each
action Lrpped the intensity of d rect commun cation bebveen
those involved, by"alternaiive" medla ranging from the human
voice to Intemet.The nrength ofthe movement has come from

the capaclty to weave long-tem links between distaitgroups,
and deepen them n sudden moments of contact, what some-
bodycalled \ymposiums ln the streets "

But the resisiance to globalization is broaderand even more
a.1b v.len_ | Lan I h. (r 'ae . p'otesrs Be- ̂ d theT. ar varyrr I
degrces of distance and d sagreerient,you f ni alienatedyouth,
progressive soc alrnovements, splinterlabor unions, allk nds of
ecolog sts, disappointed nationalists, cltizen!' gro!ps concerned
about welfar€-state and democratic innitutions, left leaning
thlnktanks, hrmanitaran Ncos, arch-conservatives, rctigio!s
groups oi every confession - and untold numbeff of peopte
shocked by ihe suddenness of global economic lntegGtion,
unwitling tolust €bandon theif cuLturat patterns, thelr tradiuonal
forms of sotidarity or the r aspnations to greater freedom.

BB I You on@ des.ribed the sGi.l 5ub5trate of the movem.nt
.5 a taninrtional civiL so.iety," Do you rtltt thlnk th.t.oncept
explalns th. .haotl. and sonetlnes violent Grirt.nce to glo-

BH lNo,liever rcaltdid.lwastrylngto m.ke two baslc polnts
_ that paPer on rxcs rsr. rfdr rl-a pma_gpn(e or a tra.s-
nat ionaL cviLsoc ety,  suddenly imaginable beca!se ol  the
liternet, was directt lnked to the rise of transnational coeo-
rations:rNcs, the ag€nts of a global capitalism. s€cond,thatthe
domin.nce ofthis corporate idven clvilsociery coutd be coun-
tercd by an antagonistic polit cal subject, which callei the
irrFrwo-(er 

-  e lhe globd. abor- lo1e nobr.zed Dy - l -e
transnational corporations, via comnr!nications technolog,

But the term networker is amblvalen! it suggests both the
oppodunisuc manager, or the "flexible personatity," and the
exploited wo*er underelectronic contrcl.lused it asa prcvo
cation, to spark.wareieer ofthe subservient position occupied
by most peopte hooked lnto lntemet.This was in r998,during
the dot-com boom, when there wds dn absurd, s€lf intercsted

e
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faith in the immin€nce ofa wo dwide electronic demodacy. I
wanted io deftate this naive vision of clvilsoclery that hld the
eality of corporate governancej at the same time, want€d to
suggest the shift in mentaliries dnd organizingeffonsthatwould
be required forthe constitltion ofa cotlective polticatsubject
on a world scale. Beyond the |.1a.,(lst fgule of a unifled indLrs-
trial proletarlat, we have io understand the dive€ingvaLues and
desires that motivate people to engage in some k nd ofcoordr-
naied r€sistance to neoliberalism We have to r ndeEtand them,
because the antagonisuc politicalsublect has to be coLtective,
on something approaching a world scale. tied to describe the
emeGing process of converg€nce as a'transnatonalcuhur€
sharing" - ln oppos tion to the civil society that supports
vansnational capital sm That ph€se world have been better
with the F€nch word parrage, highllghtingboth the sharingand
the diviilng lines. But anyway, let's be cleai a wortdwide move-
ment can only be basea on pol tical sol daity, whefe allthose
involved have something concrete to win or to lose.Thafs the
only reason ro redlLy cross the l nes. Effedive solida ty has been
necess.ry foreveryone in the opposition, to combatthe mobil
iry oi the t€nsnational .orporations. think the ill€gal side of
the eafly demonstratlons th€ i rect action, the symbotic de
ntuction of copoGte property - was the onty way ro d sunguish
the realsolida.ity movement lrom the cont nualty unfulfiLted
promises of transnational clvil sociery.

BS I Where-ln what institutionaL space - doesthir struggle
.gainst glob.L capitalism t.k. pLa.e? The onLy demosati.ally
letitim.te politi.aLfEme stitL app$rs to be the n.tion-state.
BH llhe institutional environment of the struggles ties in the
space oftension between nationaland tlansnatlonal bodies. The
movemenl has challenged the transnatonal lnstitutions: the
$no, lNFi c8, ru, N^Fr , etc. Allthese emanate in theory from
democraticatty etected national governments; b!t they regulate

a transnationat spEce for rhe exclusive beneiit of indonrar ana
financial interens, witholt offe .g citizens any say. So even by
the poor staidards of the .oitempoEry democracies, they are
illegitimate.Yet although national institrrions stilt offer rhe onLy
controlmechan sms ovef capitat, the movementagainst corpo-
rate and financial gLobdl zarion is €ffectjvely transnatonal tt
faces a transnational antagonist, and must cla m the possibitiry
of democraticaL9 governing the globalspace even if ont to
set the guidel nes of what Walden SeUo catls'deglobatization,,,
or in politicatscence tems, subsidiarity, whereby cotlective
decisions are taken at the tmaltest poss ble scates,to €nsurc rhe
highest degree of democrati. padcipaiion

B B I what .an make us hope that rcrlstance .Cainrt globatid-
tion,withoutany seriour poLiti6t conseguen.es, 6n l..d a.y,
wtre.re erse b{t to . new chaptat 6t rhe otd Kuhutkanpp
Bl l  I  Nothing, i f  you put i t rharway. Ressrancefof  thesakeof
self-marglnatization lsa'r obv ous dead-end that vanguard move
ments have often taken, for lack ofother poss bilries. But the
most encouraging aspecr of the past few years is the way rhat
rad calized networkers have been able to carry our a kind of
collecuve self educatioi efforrwithin this ar.bivalent ma$ re
rstance,r€vealinScommon stakes in ai overarchinS nn tutional
environment. Atl that goes beyond what yo! cdlL rhe 1(!l-
trrr.ari4pl wirhon dpnyingrl-e Inpo dn(eot crtrJ,at rc\ue5
jlst the way fllmmakers had a v ral role ro play in the farwider
campargn dgainst the M^r treaty. Now the ourbfeak or reiioF
ism has proved how serious the problems with globatiz€tion
really are. h there any chance that a rransnational,transcuttu6l
left can .onv nce our societies to add€ss rhe sources and not
jLrst the symptom! of rhis worldwid€ conftict? ! rhere any
chance lora n€w e*renslon of the ladicaleducation effod? ,m

nobody special,jun an ordlnary pe6on but tihinkthart the
question thatopensthe twenty fi6t cent!ry..

a
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